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EAPN FLASH No 228 – December 2009
NEWS FROM EAPN

Find latest EAPN news here. 
Take part in the Consultation on the Future EU Strategy 2020!

The EU has launched a key consultation on the Future EU Strategy 2020 and EAPN strongly encourages all those concerned for the future of a more social Europe to respond to the Consultation! Read more. 
You can find the Commission’s Consultation Document (about 11 pages) in your own language at http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/secretariat_general/eu2020/consultation_en.htm
 Download: 

· The call to respond to the EU 2020 Consultation
· EAPN’s response to the Consultation
! Read also further down in EU- Institution news: Barroso agrees to postpone the adoption of the EU 2020 agenda
EAPN’s report on the crisis: Social Cohesion at stake – The Social Impact of the Crisis and of the Recovery Package 

This report, produced by the EAPN Social Inclusion working group, is based on concrete examples, demonstrates that the present crisis is having a cruel impact on the life of the most vulnerable, and that it is generating more deprivation and increasing hopelessness. Some recovery policies are highlighted as good examples. But their impact is undermined by cuts in public expenses at the cost of social protection, and increasing flexibility on the labour market.  EAPN makes proposals for a socially sustainable recovery. Download the Report.
EAPN’s Parliament Hearing on “Fighting Poverty and Inequality – Building Trust in the EU”
EAPN organised a Parliamentary Hearing on “Fighting Poverty and Inequality – Building Trust in the EU”, on 3 December 2009. This hearing was hosted by MEP Proinsias De Rossa.  Download the report of the event.

EAPN’s response to the Commission Consultation of Financial Regulation

As a founding member of the Social Platform, European Anti Poverty Network (EAPN) has contributed to its position and supports its response to this public consultation. 

This response gathers the experience and challenges of large and small anti poverty organizations from the European Union which form the membership of EAPN. EAPN welcomes this initiative of public consultation, and hopes that this consultation will lead not only to improved financial regulations but also the exchange of good practice and learning internally within the European Commission on more tailor-made handling of financial regulations and files across all DGs. Read EAPN’s response.
Peer Review on Active Inclusion 
EAPN and Eurochild participated in an important Peer Review on 3-4 December in Paris involving representatives from 11 Member States, focussed on the use of targets, and scoreboard mechanisms of indicators and governance mechanisms as drivers for active inclusion policy implementation. The French Government profiled their target set in 2007 for reducing poverty by a 1/3 by 2015 and detailed scoreboard mechanism used to raise visibility and drive implementation of their active inclusion strategy. The high level of political backing, detailed coordination and governance mechanisms - both horizontal and vertical were seen to be key success elements. However, the choice of the poverty rate anchored at a point of time rather than the EU indicator on at risk of poverty, the lack of inequality and more qualitative indicators developed through participative methodologies - particularly related to well-being, and the need for more effective involvement of NGO's and people in poverty at all stages of the assessment and policy process were key focuses for discussion.
http://www.peer-review-social-inclusion.eu/peer-reviews/2009/measuring-the-impact-of-active-inclusion
 

EAPN meets Latvian NGOs

On 16-17 November, exco members Goran Larsson and Arunas Svitojus and development officer Tanya Basarab went on a study visit to Latvia to discuss with local NGOs and government representatives the possibility to establish an anti poverty network in Latvia. About 30 NGO representatives discussed the impact of the crisis on the people and the country. Soup kitchens are now a normal presence not only in towns but also in many rural communities. Tough budget measures have a direct impact on health, education and welfare system of the country. Job loss, salary cuts of about 30-40% and overindebtedness are some of the consequences of the crisis increasing the number of people living in or at risk of poverty. EAPN spoke about its work to get better EU policies for combating poverty and about the preparations for the year 2010. The NGOs participating in the meeting created a working group to work on a plan to establish a national network. For more information, please contact Tanya Basarab tanya.basarab@eapn.eu. 
Bringing EY 2010 alive for Londoners  

Over 100 people were present when EAPN in London launched its count down to 2010 on December 1st, with a ‘Road show’ in Stretford Town Hall. This event aimed to give local people and community groups the chance to be heard alongside policy-makers and other practitioners, and to encourage participants to suggest activities for London during the Year. The event, in partnership with the third sector European network and London voluntary sector training consortium was surrounded by a regional exhibition of anti-poverty work open to people passing by. The many invited speakers included Stephen Timms MP, Financial Secretary to the UK Treasury, Elspeth Darby, Department of Work and Pensions and responsible for 2010 and London MEP Jean Lambert. For more information, please contact Pauline Geoghegan pauline.geoghegan@eapn.eu. 
Over-indebtedness - Brussels 
With the expansion of access to credit and the provision of new products in financial services, over-indebtedness has become a growing concern in today’s society. Combating over-indebtedness is  key element of the European policy against social exclusion. A seminar organized by the Social Situation Observatory on 20 November 2009, in Brussels, reviewed the current state of research and knowledge on the impact and treatment of over-indebtedness by: • assessing the current situation in the EU-27;• linking recent financial market developments to over-indebtedness;• addressing neglected aspects such as the social reality behind over-indebtedness. Michaela Moser, Vice-President of EAPN and Coordinator of the European Consumer Debt Network, gave a key input on the link between indebtedness, poverty and social exclusion.To access the programme and powerpoint presentations see: http://www.socialsituation.eu/WebApp/Events.aspx 
NEWS FROM THE EAPN NATIONAL NETWORKS

All EAPN National Networks’ and European organizations’ contact details and websites are available on EAPN’s website here. 

EAPN France: A Europe that protects social services in Member States!
The Collectif SSIG (Social Services of General Interest Group) welcomes the French Parliament’s initiative to transpose in France the Community principle of protection of missions of general interest of social services, notably as it explicitly excludes the Services Directive. The Collectif SSIG supports this initiative, as it guarantees for social services and all actors involved the legal security they lack in terms of financing and framework and defines legal instruments, notably for social economy actors. Read more. 
Extra info: EAPN also forwarded us the results of the Enquiry of the National Observatory on housing demands and answers given to homeless people.
EAPN Italy

“Basic Income, a European Right” Seminar. The Italian network, together with Basic Income Network (BIN) and other organizations organized a seminar on the right to an adequate and guaranteed minimum income for all in Rome, on 20 November. The initiative was attended by the European MP Jean Lambert, the Italian Senator Livia Turco, the heads of the departments for Employment and Finances of the Region of Lazio and, by Filippo Strati of the European Commission Network of Independent Experts. This initiative is part of the EAPN European campaign on adequate income and of BIN International campaign on guaranteed basic income. The event was part of the lobbying campaign that many Italian networks and associations are carrying out for asking the decision makers to put minimum income in their political agendas, engaging themselves starting with the next regional elections which will take place next march 2010. 

“Forum of Civil Society - Towards 2010, the European Year against Poverty and Social Exclusion”. In Naples, on 27-28 March, Ludo Horemans, president of EAPN, participated to this event organized by the EC Representation in Italy. The aim of this initiative was to give European and Italian civil societies an opportunity to launch their proposals on the Strategy for social inclusion and on the new European social agenda and,  assess the results achieved – or not achieved – in the past 10 years. Massimo Crucioli of the Italian network moderated the session “Towards a the new European Social Agenda 2010 – 2020” and, Francesco Fioretti, member of the Italian delegation to the  8th European meeting of people experiencing poverty presented a best practice in the session on “Citizenship, social rights and active inclusion”. 
Living conditions of the Roma Community. Within the European project “Europa sp.a.”  EAPN Italia organized a working seminar dealing with the living conditions of the Roma Community in Rome on 16 December, for all organizations that work with and for the Roma people residing in Rome with representatives of the Roma community and the local administrators. The scope of the initiative was to bring to the forefront the difficult living conditions in the Roma camps in Rome and in other parts of Europe. Doumir Minev, of EAPN Bulgaria gave a European perspective from the standpoint of a new member State where the Roma community is well represented while Mirko Grga, of the Italian delegation to the European meetings of people experiencing poverty, traced the history of his community in Rome. 

EAPN Spain - General Assembly in Valencia 
 

From 26 till 28 November, EAPN Spain held its General Assembly in Valencia, involving over 200 participants from EAPN networks from nearly all autnonomous regions. The Final report of the seminar is now available together with the Final Declaration - in Spanish. Read more. For more information, please contact Isabel  Allende - isabel.allende@eapn.eu
EAPN Spain - Pro-Active Forum and Pamplona Declaration for a new Social Inclusion Strategy 2010
On the 11-12 December an important working conference was held in Pamplona, Spain, which developed and agreed the Pamplona Declaration for a pro-active exit strategy from the crisis delivering on social inclusion. The event was organized by EAPN Spain, the University (public) of Navarre, UNESCO, FOESSA Foundation and the research group ALTER and attracted more that 200 participants from third sector, NGOs, national, regional and local authorities, and academic institutions  The declaration was aimed at the Spanish government as it takes the helm of the Spanish Presidency on the the1st December at the launch of 2010, the EU Year combatting poverty and social exclusion but also to regional, local government and other actors. Key speakers included Joan Subirats,  Doctor of Political Science in the Autnomous University of Barcelona, Victor Renes, head of studies for Caritas, Carlos Susias EAPN ES President and Sian Jones, EAPN Europe. The conference ended with a presentation of the Declaration to Juan Carlos Mato Gomez, Director General of Social Policy, Family and Children of the Health and Social Affairs Ministry. EAPN Spain’s website: www.eapn.es. 
EAPN Scotland: Fighting Poverty in Scotland: Achievements and Possibilities 

A series of 10 FREE seminars, January-March 2010- 2010 will be a significant year in the fight against poverty. The UK General Election and the European Year for Combating Poverty and Social Exclusion will provide a real opportunity to debate about how best to tackle poverty. It is an opportunity to look at existing strategies, consider the successes and failures and what the next steps ought to be. The Poverty Alliance’s annual seminar series will focus on looking at what has been achieved so far, and what the anti-poverty movement in Scotland should be calling for in the next period in order to ensure that poor people are not made to pay for the economic crisis. For more information and to register visit http://www.povertyalliance.org/events.asp.
EAPN Ireland: Reduction in Poverty Rates Welcome, but European Anti-Poverty Network Ireland Warns of Huge Challenges for 2010

Responding to the publication of the Survey on Income and Living Conditions, Anna Visser Director of the European Anti-Poverty Network Ireland, welcomed the 2.1% fall in the at risk of poverty rate but warned of significant challenges ahead for 2010. The full report is available from www.cso.ie.
EAPN UK: DUWC’s annual report is available

The Derbyshire Unemployed Workers' Centres is one of the most high profile campaigning organisations in the UK on issues around unemployment and benefits issues.  To receive the Annual Report and Quarterly campaign bulletin contact Colin Hampton at colin.hampton@duwc.org.uk
NEWS FROM THE EU INSTITUTIONS
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Barroso agrees to postpone the adoption of the EU 2020 agenda
The Greens/EFA group in the European Parliament and the Socialists and Democrats group have joined the battle and sent letters to President Barroso and the upcoming trio of presidencies requesting the postponement of the adoption of the EU 2020 Agenda. Read more.
Speaking to the European Parliament on Tuesday December 15, Jose Manuel Barroso, president of the Commission, committed to request that the decision on the EU 2020 Strategy is postponed to the June Council 2010.

This seems to contradict declarations made by Herman Van Rompuy, new President of the European Council at the end of last week's Council, who is pledging for a decision in March with an extra-ordinary Summit as early as February to discuss the content of exit strategies and the orientations of the EU 2020.

As the 'chair' of the European Council, the final decision remains in Van Rompuy's hands, in close cooperation with the Commission and the Spanish presidency.



Commission website for the European Year 2010 for Combating Poverty and Social Exclusion

The European Commission has launched its website of the European Year 2010 for Combating Poverty and Social Exclusion, which provides information about national and EU developments, key facts and figures, a calendar of events, and registration for the EY2010 newsletter. www.2010againstpoverty.eu/  

EU report sees unemployment rising in 2010 
Unemployment across the 27 EU member states is set to worsen in 2010, and may not begin to fall until 2011, the European Commission said in its annual Joint Employment Report (15 December). Read more.
Think-tank leader: EU’s 2020 strategy ‘too short-termist’
The EU's 2020 strategy to build a sustainable future beyond the current economic crisis is too short-termist and fails to address the fundamental problems of the current growth model, Philippe Herzog, founder of the Confrontations Europe think-tank. Read more.

Competitiveness ministers on the Post-Lisbon Agenda: SMEs and competition first [image: image1.png]




Competitiveness Ministers have joined the other council formations and agreed on the post-Lisbon Agenda as they see it. Read more. 

Economic Ministers: social and green pillars must contribute to growth (and not vice versa) [image: image2.png]




Economic and Finance ministers have published their recommendations for the post Lisbon Agenda. The Economic and Financial Affairs Council believes that the main goal of the post-Lisbon agenda should be to raise the growth potential of the EU and ensure the sustainability of public finances. Read more. 


Employment and Social Affairs proposals for the next decade: jobs, jobs, jobs [image: image3.png]




Employment and Social Affairs Ministers last week discussed their proposals for the post Lisbon Agenda, gender equality and alcohol and health (among others). Read more.
Spanish EU Presidency 'to set precedents' 
Spain unveiled on 8 December its priorities for its six-month stint at the EU's helm during the first half of 2010. Spain will be the first country to take the rotating presidency since the nomination of a permanent EU president and a High Representative for Foreign Affairs. "Spain will create precedents," said Diego López Garrido, Spanish Secretary of State for EU Affairs. He enumerated four main priorities For the Spanish Presidency: jobs and the economy; Lisbon Treaty implementation; citizenship, including pushing for the adoption of a non-discrimination directive; and foreign affairs. Read more.
EESC: Opinion adopted on Social Inclusion
In a letter dated 18 December 2008, Ms Cecilia Malmström, Swedish Minister for EU Affairs, asked the European Economic and Social Committee, under Article 262 of the Treaty establishing the European Community, to draw up an exploratory opinion on Social inclusion.   The Section for Employment, Social Affairs and Citizenship  , which was responsible for preparing the Committee's work on the subject, adopted its opinion on 15 October 2009. At its 457th plenary session, held on 4-5 November 2009 (meeting of 4 November 2009), the European Economic and Social Committee adopted the following opinion by 130 votes in favour, with no votes against and with 4 abstentions. (all languages available).
New social indicators threaten EU 

The EU Commission wants to develop new environmental and social indicators. Until now economic growth has been measured in gross domestic product (GDP). But the new indicators are not without danger, writes the conservative Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung: "The EU headquarters in Brussels hopes the new social indicators will also level differences between regions and 'social groups'. But in this way Brussels is subtly giving itself more authority in social policy and to engage in 'social engineering'. On the continent of diversity a project like this threatens to become sheer levelling. New social indicators could give a more nuanced picture of our societies. Like any statistic, however, in the hands of politicians they are susceptible to manipulation and abuse. And in addition they can lead to the idea that the state has blanket responsibility for the well-being of its citizens." Read more on the subject.

EU member states granted protection to 76 300 asylum seekers in 2008
The EU27 Member States granted protection to 76 300 asylum seekers in 2008. The largest groups of beneficiaries of protection status were citizens of Iraq (16 600 persons or 22% of the total number of persons granted protection status), Somalia (9 500 or 12%), Russia (7 400 or 10%), Afghanistan (5 000 or 7%) and Eritrea (4 600 or 6%). These data on the results of asylum applications in the EU27 are taken from a report issued by Eurostat, the Statistical Office of the European Communities. Two thirds of all grants of protection status in the EU27 registered in France, Germany, the United Kingdom, Italy and Sweden. Read more.
NEWS FROM NGOs AND OTHERS
European Year 2010 NGO-Network Coalition Press Conference

On the occasion of the 2010 European Year on Combating Poverty and Social Exclusion, about 40 NGO networks active in that sector have decided to join forces and create a 2010 NGO coalition, with the aim of ensuring strong political outcomes from the Year. On 19 January, the 2010 coalition, coordinated by EAPN, will present its key messages for the year at its Press Conference. It will also be on that occasion that the 2010 Coalition will launch its website. The Press Conference will be at Les Petits Riens, 30-32 Rue du Prévôt, 1050 Brussels, from 9:00 till 10:30. For further information, please contact Nellie Epinat nellie.epinat@eapn.eu.
Caritas Europa's Campaign for the European Year 2010 - "Zero Poverty_Act Now" 

On 27 January 2010, Caritas will launch its Europa’s Campaign for the European Year 2010 "Zero Poverty_Act Now" in the European Parliament. This will include the presentation of the 2010 Poverty Paper  'Poverty Among Us'. Please register before 8 January contacting Annalisa Mazzella amazzella@caritas-europa.org).

EU's new '2020 strategy' under fire  

Plans for a new ten-year strategy to replace the Lisbon Agenda for growth and jobs, risk being agreed behind closed doors between member states without proper consultation of civil society, social NGOs have warned (see EAPN News). In 2000, the EU launched its ambitious 'Lisbon Strategy' to become "the world's most dynamic knowledge-based economy by 2010". 
After five years of limited results, EU leaders re-launched the strategy in March 2005, placing greater emphasis on growth and jobs and transferring more ownership to member states via national action plans. The Social Platform of European NGOs, in an open letter to EU leaders last week, expressed its dismay over the process by which this key decision – effectively deciding the direction of the EU for the next 10 years – is being reached. 
Solidar: Together for Social Europe: national seminars 

During the first week of December, national events in the framework of the Together for Social Europe campaign, took place in Paris and Amsterdam. In Paris, La Ligue and UNALG organised a seminar on improved inclusion and participation of people with disabilities in society. And in The Netherlands, Humanitas organised an event on working poor. More information on the national seminars.  

AGE calls on EU leaders to safeguard older people's rights

On the occasion of Human Rights Day on 10 December, which marks the anniversary of the adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights in 1948, AGE members called on the newly re-established Intergroup on Ageing and Intergenerational Solidarity and on Viviane Reding, Commissioner designate for Justice, Fundamental Rights and Citizenship to safeguard older people's rights. Anne-Sophie Parent, AGE Director, recalled the need to protect the rights of all people irrespective of their age. “Human rights are essential for all members of European society, including its older citizens and we call on the newly re-established Intergroup on Ageing and Intergenerational Solidarity to do their utmost to safeguard older people’s rights in the EU” observed Ms Parent. Read more.
EDF: How can Europe improve the journey of 65 million citizens? 

Accessible transport is a vital condition for the implementation of one of the four freedoms granted by the European Union to its citizens: the free movement within its borders. Tomorrow 17 December, the Council will be discussing a very necessary regulation about bus passengers’ rights. Six countries are not in favour of improving the travel conditions for persons with disabilities. Two recent stories in the news underline how crucial this regulation is for persons with disabilities. Read more.
COFACE adopts two new position papers
 

COFACE position on the role of maintenance payments in combating poverty among lone-parent families. The paper first identifies non-payment of maintenance as a cause of poverty among-lone parent families. This policy position can be downloaded here.
Position on the role of personal income taxation in preventing family poverty.
The paper first identifies personal income taxation as a means of redistributing prosperity. It goes on with three recommendations for personal income taxation to fulfil its redistributive role. This policy position can be downloaded here. 

COFACE also sent a letter to EU Governments expressing the need to restore confidence among the population and recalling some of the major measures important for families and economic recovery. Read more.
CECODHAS - HOUSING EUROPE at Copenhagen summit
Social and cooperative housing makes up 12% of the EU’s housing stock, if 4% of stock is refurbished annually, backed up with a sustained change in residents’ behaviour, this can help deliver 30% reduction in energy consumption by 2020. The Offer to fight climate change from Europe’s cooperative and social housing providers explains more in details what is the potential and the missing strategies to reach a refurbishment rate of a million dwellings annually, representing the creation of almost 350.000 jobs across Europe each year. CECODHAS – HOUSING EUROPE presented its Copenhagen Offer at the conference Climate Neutral Cities: Plans, Projects and Partnerships which took place on 17 December as an official Side Event within the United Nations Climate Change Conference. Read more on www.cecodhas.org.

ENAR opinion piece for International Human Rights Day
ENAR has issued an opinion on the occasion of International Human Rights Day on 10 December, which looks into the current and future challenges for human rights. Read more 

ERT action on Human Rights Day 2009 devoted to non-discrimination 
On the occasion of Human Rights Day 2009, the Equal Rights Trust (ERT) issued a series of specific appeals to nine governments and parliaments to act on discrimination, urging governments to adopt recommendations it has addressed to them over the course of 2009. The Trust will also write to the Presidents of Malaysia and the USA urging action to address the situation of stateless people in detention, in advance of the publication of new research. Read more
EDF holds policy conference on independent living


To mark the European Day of People with Disabilities, the Commission and the European Disability Forum (EDF) organised a policy conference in Brussels focusing on "Creating conditions for independent living".

EWL: nomination of nine women to new Commission not 'good news'


The European Women's Lobby (EWL) disputes the 'good news' of the nomination of nine women to the new Commission and points to gender stereotyping in the distribution of the portfolios.
Solidar: Silver Rose Awards

This year SOLIDAR is celebrating the 10th edition of the Silver Rose Awards. To highlight this, the ceremony will be transformed into a more interactive and dynamic format to better highlight the values of our organisation. The ceremony will take place in the Members Dining Room in the European Parliament in Brussels on the 3 February 2010. 

European SMES SEMINAR: “Invisible wounds – Migrants Dignity and Vulnerability"
This seminar will be held in ATHENS, from 24 to 26 February 2010, in the context of the 2010 European Year combating poverty and social exclusion. The theme: Migrants  Dignity and Vulnerability, will be analysed in relationship with these 3 topics: Fundamental rights and respect for the dignity of migrants,  special attention for undocumented, in similar situation as homeless in the street; Participation and employment : migrants as a resource and not as menace for building society and insuring sustainable development; Integration home & community : for concrete solidarity cohesion and new multi-ethnic community fundamental is the respect for divers and diversity;  Please find  in attached file the preliminary program and annexed  website link : http://www.smes-europa.org/INVISIBLE_WOUNDS_Athenseminar_2010.htm. For further information please contacting : smeseu@smes-europa.org   Deadline  of the early registration and  abstracts presentation: 31 December 2009.
PUBLICATIONS
Latest ENARgy newsletter on the 2010 European Year Against Poverty and Social Exclusion
ENAR has issued the latest edition of its newsletter ENARgy, which focuses on the 2010 European Year against poverty. The articles in this newsletter give an overview of the 2010 Year from the perspective of the European Commission and of NGOs working with people experiencing poverty. They also provide analyses of the poverty experienced by ethnic minority groups and the link between poverty and the legal status of migrants. Finally, looking into the future, the edition features a reflection on basic income as a fundamental right and insight from the upcoming Belgian Presidency of the EU on how they see the Year and its outcome. The newsletter includes an interview of Pauline Geoghegan, coordinator of the NGO-network Coalition. Read more.
FRA: First ever EU-wide survey of minorities: Mapping Discrimination across Europe
The European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights (FRA) will release today (Wednesday 9 December 2009) in Stockholm the results of its survey of over 23,000 individuals from ethnic minority and immigrant groups about their experiences of discrimination, racist crime, and policing in the EU. The results reveal shocking evidence about the discrimination faced by minorities in everyday life; in the classroom, when looking for work, at the doctor’s, or in shops. On the eve of the European Year for Combating Poverty and Social Exclusion, the FRA calls for targeted policies to combat the marginalisation of these groups. Read more.

New ENAR report examines how to monitor and improve the situation of ethnic minorities in the EU’s post-Lisbon Strategy 
ENAR has published a report on “The social and employment dimensions of the EU’s Lisbon strategy for growth and jobs” which examines the opportunities for monitoring and improving the situation of migrants and ethnic minorities in this context. This publication assesses whether existing monitoring, particularly in relation to migrants and ethnic minorities, is effective and suggests options for addressing the limitations identified. Read more
FRA releases the main results report of its EU-MIDIS survey 
The European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights (FRA) released on 9 December the full results of its survey of over 23,000 individuals from ethnic minority and immigrant groups about their experiences of discrimination, racist crime, and policing in the EU. The results reveal shocking evidence about the discrimination faced by minorities in everyday life; in the classroom, when looking for work, at the doctor's, or in shops. On the eve of the European Year for Combating Poverty and Social Exclusion, the FRA calls for targeted policies to combat the marginalisation of these groups. Read more
New tool for asylum seekers and practitioners for Dublin II 

The Jesuit Refugee Service-Europe (JRS) has launched a new initiative to empower asylum seekers and practitioners with practical information on the "Dublin II" system within EU Member States. The Dublin II Info Country Sheets provide concrete data on how the so-called "Dublin II" system functions within the EU Member States. These sheets are primarily intended for: asylum seekers who have already lodged an application for protection; asylum seekers who intend to lodge an application; practitioners who work with asylum seekers, be they social workers, lawyers or volunteers. Information sheets are now available for six EU member states: Belgium, France, Germany, Italy, Portugal and Sweden. Read more
CEPS report on undocumented immigrants and rights in the EU
The Centre for European Policy Studies (CEPS) recently published a report entitled “Undocumented Immigrants and Rights in the EU: Addressing the Gap between Social Sciences Research and Policy-making”. It assesses the main findings and synergies of a selection of EU-funded research projects on irregular immigration and the status of undocumented migrants. It reveals that the results emanating from social science research contrast with the EU policy documents adopted in light of the forthcoming Stockholm Programme. It argues that acknowledgement of the findings of independent research is lacking in EU policy, which continues promote a control-based approach to migration that has profound ethical and human rights implications. Read more
European Social Watch report on migrants in Europe 
The European Union must respect migrants’ fundamental rights, both within and outside its borders, if it wants to remain credible as a Human Rights defender. This is the message of the first European Social Watch report launched this week. “Migrants in Europe as Development Actors: between hope and vulnerability”, the first European Social Watch report, focuses on the links between migration and development and the role that migrants play - both as contributors to the European society and to the development of their countries of origin. ENAR Board member Luciano Scagliotti contributed to this report. Read more
The State of the Union, Schuman Report 2009

The Lisbon Treaty entered into force on 1st December. To understand the stakes better consult "The State of the Union 2009, Schuman Report on Europe". It is a reference work to understand everything about Europe. 
MHE ProMenPol Factsheet N° 1 is now available!

ProMenPol is a European project focusing on mental health promotion in three key settings: education, workplace and older people’s residences. The project is funded by the European Commission under the 6th Framework Programme and led by the Federal Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (BAuA). Project partners are from Germany, Austria, Ireland, Finland, Estonia and Greece. Mental Health Europe’s role in the project is to provide strategic advice on EU policies and to assist with the dissemination activities. You can read the full document on the MHE website at http://www.mhe-sme.org/assets/files/ProMenPol%20Factsheet%20n1.pdf
ILO to focus on green jobs, employment issues at UN Climate Change Conference in Copenhagen

The International Labour Organization (ILO) will take part in the UN Climate Change Conference in Copenhagen to draw attention to the value of “green jobs” for reaping the development benefits and meeting the employment challenge associated with the goal of cutting CO2 emissions. Read more.

European Policy Center (EPC) last publications 

reports

The priorities of the Spanish Presidency to the EU
Fit for the future? EU economic governance after the crisis
Economic turmoil: the impact of the crisis on the new EU Member States
Policy briefs

Implementing Lisbon: the EU Presidency's other (rotating) half
What do citizens want? Well-being measurement and its importance for European social policy-making
Three cheers (and questions) for the new Commission
Interesting links 

· Website of the Swedish Presidency: se2009.eu 
· EC ongoing consultations , notably 2 Consultations of direct interest for European networks and their members: the review of the financial regulations and the forthcoming Green Paper on the EU citizens’ initiative (deadline 18 Dec. 2009).
· Engage, the Social Platform newsletter, aims to promote the activities of European social NGOs and their fight for a more just and equal Social Europe.
· Read updates on the financial crisis in Germany, France, Belgium, Ireland, Italy, Latvia.

 
AGENDA
January 2009

13 Jan: European Trade Union Institute (ETUI) Conference :  'After the crisis - towards a sustainable growth model' Click here for conference programme. Registrations at vraes@etui.org.
27 Jan: Caritas Europa’s Campaign for the European Year 2010 "Zero Poverty - Act Now", Brussels. Please contact amazzella@caritas-europa.org.
27 Jan: EPC EPC Members' Briefing on Implementing the Lisbon Treaty – challenges and opportunities, Brussels. See www.epc.eu.  
28 Jan: International Symposium, entitled Improving the Health and Wellbeing of Migrants: Developing a Comprehensive EU-Wide Strategy, Brussels.
29 Jan: EAPN Belgium “The future of Europe: a new strategy needed", Brussels. Contact: karolien.schepens@bapn.be. 
February 2009

3 Feb: Solidar Silver Rose Awards, Brussels.

24-26 Feb: European SMES SEMINAR: “Invisible wounds – Migrants Dignity and Vulnerability", Athens.
TENDERS / GRANTS

Calls for proposals

· Find here all calls concerning the 7th Framework Programme (FP7). 

· Youth in Action - Programme (2007 - 2013) - Deadline: from 01 February 2007 up to the end of 2013. Deadlines vary according to Action. Please contact the European Commission or your National Agency) 
· Europe for Citizens Programme - Support to projects initiated by civil society organisations - Deadline: 15 February 2010
· Europe for Citizens Programme - Active European Remembrance aiming at preserving the sites and archives associated with deportations as well as the commemorating of victims of Nazism and Stalinism - Deadline: 30 April 2010
· Europe for Citizens Programme - Measure 2.1: Citizens' projects - Deadline: 1 June 2010
Call for tenders

· PES to PES dialogue – deadline: 06 Jan. 2010.

SHARING INFORMATION
Do you wish to share information, announce an event or a publication? Please, send it to team@eapn.eu
The EAPN Flash is supported by the European Community Programme for Employment and Social Solidarity (2007-2013).

This programme was established to financially support the implementation of the objectives of the European Union in the employment and social affairs area, as set out in the Social Agenda, and thereby contribute to the achievement of the Lisbon Strategy goals in these fields.

The seven-year Programme targets all stakeholders who can help shape the development of appropriate and effective employment and social legislation and policies, across the EU-27, EFTA and EU candidate and pre-candidate countries.
To that effect, PROGRESS purports at:

· providing analysis and policy advice on employment, social solidarity and gender equality policy areas; 
· monitoring and reporting on the implementation of EU legislation and policies in employment, social solidarity and gender equality policy areas; 
· promoting policy transfer, learning and support among Member States on EU objectives and priorities; and 

· relaying the views of the stakeholders and society at large. 
For more information see:
http://ec.europa.eu/employment_social/progress/index_en.html

EAPN is supported financially by the European Commission. The views expressed herein are those of the authors and the Commission is not responsible for any use that may be made of the information contained herein.
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