FF 5 March 2013
Time to Move Forward

A street action to push for social change

Inspiration:

1) The Human Circle around the European Parliament in the 2010 Year: This action which was undertaken by the endpoverty coalition (coordinated by EAPN) engaged nearly 3000 people.  It was significant for showing the support for the demands we make and it enhanced the visibility of anti poverty NGOs with the European Parliament.  One key reflection from this event was that it relied on symbolic value only and was not clearly linked to key demands that could be easily judged if they had been delivered.
2) Our engagement with international ‘partners’: Through our participation in Dignity International EAPN has contact with mass mobilisation movements for example, in India (Ekta Parishad), Thailand (Four Slums Network), Brazil (MST – land rights and UMM Housing –Urban Disadvantage) and Kenya (Narobi People’s Settlements).  Our contacts with these groups develops our knowledge about mobililisation and also encourages us to develop mobilisation approaches.  In particular ‘Ekta Parishad’ year long march on land rights, this action culminated in 50,000 people marching to the capital Delhi in October 2012 and resulted in the Government signing n agreement with the social movement in relation to land reform. 

Proposed Action:
Under the title ‘Time to Move Forward’ we would make a street action to demand the introduction of a Framework Directive on Adequate Minimum Income Schemes.  We would try to revive the ‘2010 endpoverty coalition’ to organise this action but if that fails we would undertake the action as EAPN.  
The street action would be a non violent action, to walk backwards around the EU Commission building (or may be in circles in front of the EU Commission Building). We would launch this action as part of the 2013 European Meeting of People experiencing poverty and then repeat the action at an agreed time (13.00 to 13.30 the last Friday of each month) until the demand is met.  This is an action that calls for long term commitment. This would ensure a step forward from the symbolic action that was at the heart of the Human Ring’ event.  
National Networks might want to replicate a similar action in their own countries arranged at an appropriate location.

The walking backwards provides a ‘stunt aspect’ to raise media attention. It also tells the present reality while using the positive slogan ‘time to move forward’  while outlining a clear demand that would show willingness to cooperate rather than compete at EU level on social policy. The event has the advantage of not involving much costs.
