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E8b. Background on Social justice and Environmental justice
Introduction
In EAPN’s Theory of Change, we have recognised that “Mitigation of… environmental… changes to protect people experiencing poverty against future shocks (retraining workers in sectors which may be lost in the transition to the non-carbon economy)” is a key change needed in order to eradicate poverty. We also recognise, in our fourth key priority, the need to “develop policy expertise on… Cross-cutting priorities, notably Environmental, technological and demographic challenges, and gender”
Our thematic prioritisation, agreed by the Ex Co in June 2019, also recognised the need to focus on the link between environmental and social justice. During this meeting, many Ex Co members highlighted their existing work on this topic, or their interest in working on this together.
The draft 2020 Work Programme envisages a learning exchange on the links between Social justice and Environmental justice, as part of the Just Transition. 
This is particularly important as we can expect to see a proposal on a European Green Deal coming out of the Commission in early 2021.
Existing work
We have been focusing a lot on energy poverty in recent years, and have good links in place here via the ‘Assist’ project as well as the Right to Energy Coalition. At the European level, EAPN has also been involved in various meetings with the Institute for European Environmental Policy, as well as Greenpeace, Friends of the Earth and other relevant actors.
The PESTLE analysis, presented to the Bureau as an input into the Theory of Change, stated:“We should recognize the impact climate change is likely to have on PeP in Europe. This would mean commissioning research (or tapping into research) and thinking meaningfully about the work we could put in place in future years, recognizing that climate change is increasing problems in Europe. We should aim to be ahead of the curve on this, and look to develop meaningful partnerships with other actors to ensure that we are well set up to deal with this reality.”



Interesting background resources
· Political Guidelines for the next Commission, p5-7 on the European Green Deal
· ILO training on a just transition to low carbon economy
· Transition Network
· Just Transition platform - an informative resource and source of inspiration for people working on and with the frontlines of an equitable move away from coal-based energy generation
· A Just Transition, in the Green European Journal
· Green New Deal for Europe, from a coalition of NGOs including ActionAid and the New Economics Foundation
· A Green New Deal for Europe, from the European Green Party
· Interesting analysis of von der Leyen’s potential European Green Deal by Bruegel
What EAPN could aim to do
· Support key asks of ILO and others in terms of protecting workers throughout the transition, retraining etc
· Go further than looking at protecting workers – shine a spotlight on a few key areas like the impact of the switch away from fossil fuels on fuel prices and the impact this has on poor people, the impact on poorer areas in the South of Europe and the need for funding to be directed here (Solidarity funding), energy efficiency…
· Push for the European Green Deal to be based on a series of criteria to ensure that nobody is left behind – through systematic ex-ante social and distributional impact assessment
· Push for specific items to be included in the European Green Deal and its financing mechanisms – likely to be around protecting people experiencing poverty through the transition by protecting them from increased costs (“Make sure the poor don’t pay for the transition”), prioritising investment in energy efficiency measures which reduce energy poverty for people living in poor housing, financing retraining for those likely to lose their jobs in the transition etc. 
· Develop clarity on how key funding pots could be should be used to protect people experiencing poverty (carbon taxes, for example)
· 
How could EAPN work on this?
· Initial exchange in Ex Co in September 2019, aiming to collect existing positions on ‘protecting people experiencing poverty as part of the just transition’ from EAPN members, or members of members, and to understand what members are doing on this already
· Ex Co could ask EUISG to create EAPN’s key policy asks / policy statement to ensure people experiencing poverty are protected as part of a just transition, supported by the Policy Team, and Biljana, who leads this from the Bureau.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]EUISG could monitor the process around the Green New Deal (risk analysis, stakeholder analysis etc) and advise on feeding positions in. 
· Key examples from PeP, impacted by transition, to bring the policy points / case studies to life.
· Explore potential partnerships (Greenpeace etc)
· Target new Commissioner for DG Environment and President Elect of Commission with key asks, aiming to influence European Green Deal
· All members could target the Council meeting which would be considering the proposed Deal
Questions for Ex Co meeting
· What resources does your organisation have on this? Background papers? Key positions? A member working on this? 
· What are the key points which EAPN should be making, for inclusion in the European Green Deal?
· What will we ask other parts of EAPN to do next?
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