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What we welcome:
•    The continuation of the Food Aid Component in the FEAMD as a way to address the basic needs of a growing number of people in the EU
•    The new possibility given to Member States to deal with severe types of material deprivation (homelessness, child poverty)
•     The complementarity with the ESF with social re-integration measures for the most excluded: first step to accessing rights and empowerment/participation
•     A strong partnership principle with NGO involvement 
Our key concerns: 
 •    A limited budget under threat.
-     EC proposal already not sufficient to address the growing needs: the Commission’s proposal is the minimum acceptable
 -     20% cut proposed by the EU Cypriot Presidency (and maybe more).
· Specific concerns on the scope of intervention:
· If the flexibility given to Member States among the different measures is to be welcomed, this could lead in some Member States to dilute the Food Aid component despite the growing difficulties for people to face their need of food. 
•     A budget carved out from the ESF: a risk to reduce funding for innovative and effective integrated projects for social inclusions to prevent and alleviate poverty for all groups/       The delivery on the poverty reduction target through Structural Funds can’t be limited to the FEAMD: ESF leading role on it should be defended.
· The co-financing requirement could prevent Member States from using FEAMD - Need for upfront payments.
· The disconnection with Food production and CAP: a missed opportunity to address the issue of Food production/ distribution and also access to quality food.
Our key recommendations
•     Integrated, comprehensive anti-poverty strategy at EU level with adequate funding: defend a strong ESF (i.e the « minimum shares ») and a separate budget for FEAMD, outside ESF.
•     Back the 2,5 € Billion proposed by the Commission for FEAMD, extra to ESF.
•     FEAMD as an entry point to engage the most excluded in integrated pathways to social inclusion and participation: allowing partner organisations to work in collaboration with social inclusion organisations, but linked to broader, social inclusion projects through ESF.
•     NGOs to be deeply involved at all stages of the OP process with: 
· NGOs deeply involved while defining the national priorities/ target groups
· The setting up of monitoring committees with NGOs which are not direct beneficiaries of FEAMD (including anti-poverty NGOs)
· Technical assistance and capacity-building made available
· Global grants, and reductions on co-financing requirements - Pre-financing availability
· Transnational partnerships accessible to NGOs. 
· To make linkages with CAP to ensure socially/environmentally friendly way of producing and distributing Food including through local/short supply chain systems.
