Why an EAPN/Eurochild explainer on child poverty?
· What is an explainer? 

EAPN as an independent network fighting poverty, with national networks and European organisations. The idea of producing explainers came out of the EAPN Social Inclusion Working Group (with reps from NNs and EOs), recognizing the need to raise awareness, and build consensus on concepts, and take this to a broader  audience if there is to be any chance of real change and implementation. Agreed a series – poverty, inequality and adequate income. Child poverty would be the 4th, and we’re also working on one on quality work.

· Why an explainer on child poverty?

· Key priority to come out of the EU Year, and the European Platform Against Poverty, - hard to see progress on other areas
· Strong priority for EAPN members – eg in our assessments of NRPs and in questionnaires, it’s an increasing priority
· Recognition of the problems with implementation of agree EU concepts – the real barrier is in the implementation, the ownership and the delivery at national, regional and local level – eg Active Inclusion

· Awareness raising beyond the usual culprits is vital
· Welcomed the idea to do some joint work with EAPN EO member.

· Why a joint explainer?
· Eurochild is clearly the expert network working on child poverty and well-being – so not trying to replace. A fruitful partnership which brings clear added value.

·  Many of our national members work with children, and are also Eurochild members. Eurochild is a European Organisation member of EAPN so useful to do complementary work.

· EAPN being carrying out specific work – with the Thematic year, the follow up, the the Belgian Presidency conference and follow up with the Adhoc group consultation – strong focus on: 
1) Everybody only has one life

2) There are no rich children in poor families.
3) Listen to children and families
4) Need for integrated strategy to fight poverty 
5) Lobbied to ensure that the pillars of adequate minimum income and family support, as well as access to quality work, was a key priority in the Recommendation, together with the other pillars
6) Raised concerns about impact of the crisis, access to income, also key public services and the increasing blaming parents rather than tackling structural causes.
· What we have in common = rights’ based approach, set within the overarching framework of the Social Open Method of Coordination, the need for integrated approaches beyond income, participation as vital.
· What we have more nuanced approaches/discussion on: strong concern about poor families, and particularly vulnerable ones – eg single parents, migrants, Roma, etc and how they can be supported; Concern about income – and the impact of the crisis on income and access to services, children’s rights, but also parents’ rights; some concerns about focus on early learning and also transmission of poverty arguments being used as an agenda to blame parents, not enough focus on structural causes.
· What is the process?

The Explainer is co-funded by EAPN/Eurochild, with EAPN bearing the main publication costs.
Hugh Frazer, as independent expert will write the document, with your input.

· Terms of Reference
· Build consensus amongst EAPN and other stakeholders on an effective approach to tackling child poverty and promoting child well-being.

· Raise awareness of effective strategies

· Support implementation of an EU strategy on child poverty and well-being through the Recommendation and Communication on child poverty planned for.
· Agree a common advocacy document.

· Process

3 meetings

3rd July – discussing core issues, and agreeing scope, format and process, including involving EAPN/Eurochild membership

9th October – detailed discussion on key challenges, with specific inputs, identifying good practices?

Mid November – discussing first draft

January 2013 - Finalizing and launch?

· What’s your role?

· Bring your experience, your opinions, help highlight good practices
· Prepare specific input – eg next meetings and in writing
· Crucial to consult with wider membership too
· Help to take the project forward and to make an impact.

