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1. EAPN national networks 

In order of National Focus Weeks during 2010 
 

Update based on presentations during the last Executive Committee, on information on the 

endpoverty website, on other information supplied by the networks, and government 

websites for funding information. Part of this information has already appeared in previous 

updates on the Year. National networks are strongly encouraged to send additional 

information about their activities linked to the European year to 

pauline.geoghegan@eapn.eu for inclusion in future updates. Thank you! 

 

Ireland 

National Focus Week February 15-21 

 
The international conference on tackling poverty in Ireland and Europe ‘Building Social 

Europe – from crisis to opportunity’ on February 19th was EAPN Ireland’s main activity 
during the National Focus Week. EAPN Ireland also published its 2010 Review: It’s Time to 

End Poverty. The publication includes a broad range of articles and submissions from a 
variety of local, national and European stakeholders on the 2010 Year for Combating Poverty 
and Social Exclusion. 

Four regional seminars throughout Ireland are being held to provide forums for people 
experiencing poverty and social exclusion to have their voices heard, as part of the 2010 
European Year for Combating Poverty and Social Exclusion. The regional Seminars have been 
organised by an the Community Worker's Cooperative, European Anti Poverty Network 
Ireland and the Community Platform in conjunction with the Social Inclusion Division of the 
Department of Community, Equality and Gaeltacht. The topics being covered include a) child 
poverty, b) access to quality work and learning opportunities, c) access to services (with a 
particular focus on older people) and d) people with disabilities.   

The Irish Government launch of 2010 took place on 5th February. On April 21st the Minister 
for Social and Family Affairs, Éamon Ó Cuív announced that 43 organisations would receive 
funding totalling over €120,000 for locally based initiatives as part of the European Year, out 
of a total of over 580 applications from organisations throughout the country. 
 
Transfer to the Austrian National Focus Week: EAPN Ireland chairperson Philip O’Connor 
travelled to Vienna to take part in the Austrian opening event, carrying the shared messages 
scroll which had been signed by Garret Fitzgerald, former Taoiseach (Irish Prime Minister), 
and Proinsias de Rossa MEP.  

Austria  

National Focus Week February 22- 28 

 

EAPN Austria started its 2010 activities with a conference on distribution and a good life for 

all. More than 400 participants – from social NGOs, self organisations of people experiencing 
poverty, public authorities, and from the research community – attended the 8th Austrian 
Poverty Conference on 23rd/24th February in Salzburg. The conference focussed on issues of 
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distribution, capabilities and quality of life and included Richard Wilkinson (author of ‘The 
spirit level’) as keynote speaker. It was planned as the opening and first highlight of EAPN 
Austria’s 2010 activities and attracted plenty of media attention. 
 
A forum theatre play that will travel across Austria as well as small public interventions 
(‘Smartmobs’) which hopefully will happen at various places across the country and 
throughout the year will be used to start discussion with different stakeholders as well as the 
general public. ‘Spoons’ have been chosen to be used as a logo and symbol to be involved in 
all activities and remind everyone that there will be enough for everyone if wealth and 
resources will be distributed differently. 
 
They also have a ‘Mediawatch’ project on the representation of People Experiencing Poverty 
in the media. People Experiencing Poverty will create a manual for ‘Dos and Don’ts in media’ 
with best practice awards. Regional events are also being organised 
 
Transfer to the French National Focus Week: unable to send anyone to France. 

France 

National Focus Week: March 1-7 

 

The Opening conference was on February 18th. EAPN France feels that the EAPN messages, 
especially around participation (one of EAPN France’s themes for the Year), were well 
received. People experiencing poverty from the network spoke and were interviewed by 
European TV channels. Commissioner László was present and insisted on the need to take 
the fight against poverty beyond 2010.  There was also insistence on the need to include 
targets in the 2020 strategy, linked with all policies concerned. The Belgian government 
representative strongly insisted on the need to link between the meetings of people 
experiencing poverty and the Round Table and on the need to fight against child poverty by 
guaranteeing an adequate income for all. Overall reaction from EAPN in France is that this 
was a good day, and that their messages were heard despite the lack of time given to the 
expression of people in situation of poverty. However a there is still an overall feeling that 
the crisis was the start of poverty in Europe, that poverty is being discovered for the first 
time and that by the end of the European Year the problems will be solved… 

 
EAPN France is on the Steering group for 2010. Three national seminars are planned on: 
social integration, territorial governance, participation and citizenship which will happen in 
France and will be animated by EAPN.  600 applications were submitted under the EY call for 

proposals, and 68 have been accepted, of which none of the projects submitted by EAPN 
France.  
 
Despite the lack of financial support through the European Year, one of the projects 
submitted by EAPN France will nevertheless go ahead: the seminar on fuel poverty on 
November 15th in Lille. 

 
Transfer to the National Focus Week in Slovenia: Marie Guidicelli from EAPN France and a 
representative of the French Food Banks travelled from France to Slovenia.  
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Slovenia  

National Focus Week March 8 – 13 

  

EAPN Slovenia is part of the National Implementing Body. The National Focus Week was 
seen as an opportunity for EAPN in Slovenia to gain more visibility, as a young network. 
Awareness raising activities about poverty and social inclusion are planned, not just in the 
capital, but throughout the country: round tables, sports and cultural activities. Ludo 
Horemans, as President of EAPN, attended a meeting during the National Focus Week. The 
round tables covered topics such as women’s place in society (on March 8th, Intentional 
Women’s Day), migration, and challenges for non governmantal organisations. Every day 
during the National Focus Week they had held a round table meeting. Handing over the 
shared messages scroll from the French had gone well. They then went to hand over the 
scroll in Luxembourg 
 
They plan to raise awareness on poverty amongst migrants, in particular among children, 
ending with a national conference at the end of the year (November tbc). Activities are 
planned in several cities (Ljubljana, Trrbovlje, Celje, Ptuj). Themes to be covered are: 
employment, housing, health and migration 
 
However the network did not manage to secure funding for 2010 from the Ministry of 
employment, social affairs and family. 
 

Transfer to the National Focus Week in Luxembourg: Alen Novit, member of EAPN Slovenia 
took part in an event on March 22nd when the outcomes of the meeting of people 
experiencing poverty were presented to government ministers (even though this is just 
outside of the National Focus Week). 

Luxembourg 

National Focus Week: March 15-21 
 

EAPN Luxembourg had submitted a proposal for 2010 to have funds to be able to organise a 
participative meeting, but the Ministry cut all funds foreseen in half. The criteria are also now 
a lot stricter for funds. The network decided not to apply but still to continue with projects: 
one day of workshops with people experiencing poverty, on the 2 themes, what are basic 
means, and access to culture, and one day in the Chamber of Commerce, where people 
experiencing poverty can present the results of the previous day. They will try to organise 
together a week regarding access to culture, together with cultural entities in Luxemburg. 
There was only be a press conference to mark the launch, which means that the National 
Focus Week was be the first main event dedicated to the Year.  

 
During the National Focus Week there was a meeting of people experiencing poverty on 
March 15th, followed by the presentation of the outcome of the meeting in the Luxembourg 
Chamber on March 22nd. The demands included: access to basic needs (rental, individual 
rights and young people), access to work (improved follow up for job seekers), access to 
health cover, housing (support for low income households, rental levels and help to landlords 
renting to low income tenants) and access to culture (linked to free transport).  
 
Transfer to the National focus Week in Hungary: Gilles Rod travelled to Budapest. 
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Hungary 

National Focus week: March 22-28 

On 22 March, the opening event of the European Year in Hungary gave the floor to people 
facing poverty, thanks notably to EAPN Hungary’s programme "Voices of poverty". 

A seminar on prevention and managing over-indebtedness concluded on the need to 
mobilise for a more responsible behaviour from the bank sector and integrate financial 
education into school programmes. EAPN gave a press conference and presented its new 
report “Snapshots – recorded 2009” which compiles 60 interviews with families from 
different parts of the country. 

The Hungarian Network submitted two successful projects to the call for proposals of the 

2010 Year in Hungary. They will receive around € 18 500 EUR for a forum theatre project and 
around 15 500 for the organisation of the National Meeting of People Experiencing Poverty. 

The messages of the 2010 Coalition of Social NGOs were transferred from Luxemburg to 
Hungary. This meeting gave them the opportunity to share experiences and knowledge 
related to the different situation between both countries. In Hungary the shared messages 
were signed by three members of EAPN Hungary: Zsuzsa Ferge, a well-known researcher and 
antipoverty activist, Csabane Kiss, a person experiencing poverty, and Peter Vass as a 
professional. 

Transfer to the National Focus Week in Malta: Géza Gosztonyi travelled to Malta. 

Malta 

National Focus Week: April 5-11 

 

The national launch was on February 3rd, with an opening address by the President, and 
there was some space for EAPN. However, hopes that the NIB would help with the network’s 
National Focus Week activities were dashed when the Ministry decide unilaterally to move 
the date of their ‘week’ to another date; EAPN held onto the date as agreed initially. EAPN in 
Malta will also be involved in the final conference. The plan is to organise an event on mental 
health and well being. 

The Anti Poverty Forum Malta arranged a hearing with the Social Affairs Committee in the 

Maltese Parliament which was hosted by the speaker of the Parliament. The Hearing was 
also the occasion to launch ‘A Report about Poverty in Malta’ produced by the Jesuit Centre 
for Faith and Justice. The report includes direct accounts from Maltese citizens and refugees 
in Malta about their experience of poverty and social exclusion. Fintan Farrell, Director of 
EAPN, took part in the Hearing and Gaza Gosztonyi brought messages from the Focus week in 
Hungary. The Hearing was also the occasion to ask the Parliamentarians to influence their 
Government to ensure support for the poverty reduction target in the Europe 2020 strategy. 

Over 300 participants from 30 countries took part in the World Forum of past pupils of 
Sacred Heart schools organised on the theme of fighting poverty. Discussion took place on 
themes such as the link between climate change and poverty, migration and poverty, 
discrimination and poverty and the EU Year for the fight against poverty was also a topic for 
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discussion. In addition, there was exchange on grass root projects in the fight against 
poverty and social exclusion. 

The media was also engaged in the Focus Week with media presence for the different events 
and a TV programme on poverty in Malta, where the Anti Poverty Forum and Caritas Malta 
took part. It is hoped that the Focus week marked a step forward in the fight against poverty 
in Malta and the suggestion from the Deputy speaker of the Maltese Parliament that a 
follow up meeting be arranged in the near future held out the hope that the week could 
have a lasting impact. 

 It was not possible for anyone to travel from Malta to the National Focus Week in the Czech 

Republic. 

Czech Republic 

National Focus Week April 12-18 

 

The launch of the Year was on January 22nd, with an afternoon conference, where the 
President attended, as well as Commissioner Spidla and the Ministry.  EAPN Czech Republic is 
working very well with the Ministry and with the regional authorities, and is preparing 
different actions for almost every week, at the national and local and municipal level. They 
organised, with all NGOs in the Czech Republic, the NGO week on the topic of the fight 
against poverty. During the National Focus Week  there was to be a meeting of people 
experiencing poverty, to prepare the group going to Brussels for the European meeting, with 
media coverage, exhibitions, press releases, and some open days in various NGOs 
throughout the Czech Republic. 
 
EAPN CZR has been successful with its project focusing on indebtedness (round tables etc.) 
and for the meeting of people experiencing poverty. EAPN CZ have received approx € 35 000 
under the call for proposals. The government also organised financial support for a Public 
Relations company, who do not work with the network.  
 
They have links both with NIB (Laštovková, Šperlová) and Pleon Impact in the Czech Reublic 
(Anna Davidová). Pleon visited EAPN, who gave their proposed actions for awareness raising 
activities, they are actively involved in interviews, and Katarína Klamková has been 
appointed one of the CZR 10 ambassadors for the Year. 
 
In addition the Ogilvy group, oglivy.cz, cooperated on a pro bono basis on a professional TV 

spot, which has been approved by Czech TV to be broadcast on national TV from March 
2010, and the web of the Czech national media Pravo agreed to put the spot on its web 
pages as well http://pravo.novinky.cz/. Czech TV showed the 30s long spot in for free during 
the focus week especially, then in October.  
 
They also have a 2 year project, due to end in December 2010, about information gathering 
on the knowledge of NAPS and their implementation. Based on this they will have 16 

seminars, and through these they will drive the new National Action Plan on Social Inclusion. 
This year they want to really lanch participation: with 10 target groups of the most excluded 
lacking support. Each NGO sent 3 people and gathered 30 people, on 14-15 April. They also 
invite people from Belgium and Spain on participation.  On May 19th they announced the 
outcomes in the national parliament and had a ministerial round table.  
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Transfer to the National Focus Week in Slovakia: Karel Schwarz travelled to Slovakia to an 
event co-organised by the Slovak Anti Poverty Network. 

Slovakia 

National Focus week April 19-25 

 

The Opening conference of the 2010 European Year was held in Bratislava/Slovakia on 
March 8th  and the Slovak APN was one of the three NGOs to make a presentation. The paper 
given by Zuzana Kusá intensively benefited from "A Shared Message from NGOs Across 
Europe: 2010 European Year for Combating Poverty and Social Exclusion" and it received 
good reactions.  
  
On April 20 the Slovak anti poverty network prepared the first public hearing about Poverty 
in Slovakia in the Slovak Parliament (where three TV stations and several daily newspapers 
were present). The network was represented in the evening TV debate with the Ministry of 
Social Affairs, and received very positive feedbacks from participants, including MPs. 
 
Under the call for proposals for 2010, 6 projects (out of 39 applications) were selected. They 
are developed by NGOs and one research center, providing a combination of direct support 
to people and awareness-raising (covering among others inclusion of ex prisoners, Roma, 
homeless people, family poverty, young people, theatre project for people with a disability). 
The network received no funding.  
 
The transfer to the National Focus Week in Iceland was not able to take place so the shared 
messages were carried to Reykjavik by the EAPN secretariat. 

Iceland  

National Focus Week: May 3-9 
 

In Iceland it is hoped that a national network of EAPN will be formed in due course. 
 
On March 26th a conference brought together academics, professionals and those who live in 
poverty. They carried out research among those living in poverty and asked them what they 
wanted to focus on for the year 2010. The main concern they had was that they wanted to 
promote the discussion about Social Exclusion. The conference went well, with inputs from 
people who are affected by poverty first hand and professionals, and got great awareness in 
the national papers and television for a few days after the conference. 
 
On May 9th, people living in social isolation and /or poverty were invited to sit down with 
politicians and employers to talk about how they see their future, related to the system and 
how they see their input into changes in the system. Árni Páll Árnason, Minister of Social 
Affairs and Social Security, took part in small table discussions, as well as a local mayor, 
service providers and key players in Icelandic NGOs. Discussions in the small groups led to 
proposals to the minister on getting more people involved in volunteering, the idea of 
exchanging jobs, on taking into account the voice of people experiencing poverty in policy 
making, education for all including new forms of education, recognising the important power 
of people to build society, providing equal opportunities for children, especially to raise the 
self image of children of single parents, making welfare rules more transparent and available 
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in one location, and providing coordinated information for migrants both from within and 
from outside of the EU and EEA. The Icelandic minister signed the shared messages from 

NGOs for the outcomes of the European Year before it is carried to Poland later this month. 
 
Another conference was held earlier during the National Focus Week for those people who 
are working with foreigners. In Iceland there is an increase of foreigners who are first 
generation and among them there is a high level of unemployment and social isolation.  
 
In order to encourage the youth in Iceland to really start thinking and acknowledging 
poverty, a photography competition is being launched among young people in Iceland; the 
plan is to display it in the Youth Centers across the country and the picture that wins will be 
on postcards that will be distributed all over the Iceland. They are also going to run a movie 
about poverty and the third generation of those who live in extremely bad social 
accommodations. One of the main actors in the movie is one of the Ambassadors for this 
year and she will lead the discussions after the movie and will be making a speech herself. 
During the National Focus Week they planned to use journalists and Icelandic news to stir up 
discussion about poverty in the country. 
 

Concerning the call for proposals for 2010 projects there were 21 successful applications, of 
which 5 were for research, 14 for projects and two more ‘other’. 
 
Transfer to the National Focus Week in Poland: Gudmundur Magnusson (Chair of the Icelandic 
association for the Disabled) travelled to Poland. 

Poland  

National Focus Week May 17-23 

 

On February 26th the opening conference of 2010 in Poland took place in Warsaw in the 
Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs. There were about 120 people representing different 
partners (local administrations, NGOs, and academics). The plans of EAPN Europe and EAPN 
Poland for 2010 were presented by EAPN Poland. Some ambassadors of 2010 made a 
presentation too. 4 of them represent member organizations of EAPN Poland. 
 
The NIB have some money for awareness-raising campaign and agreed to give some money 
for a TV spot about poverty “Poverty, notice, react” to be broadcast during the national 
Focus Week, and also for a competition for a diary of people experiencing poverty.  

During the National Focus Week, on May 19 they held a local meeting of People 
Experiencing Poverty; on May 21st they held a seminar about Europe 2020 and National 
Strategy for Social Inclusion, with the participation of the Icelandic colleagues, and on May 
22 there was a national meeting of people experiencing poverty. The events through the 
week were covered by some TV and radio stations, the press and the Internet, and EAPN 
Poland gave interviews to the media. 

60 projects have been accepted under the EY call for proposals, of which 40% are put 
forward by local administrations. EAPN Poland was not successful. 
 

Transfer to the National Focus Week in Spain: Walentyna Milewska was due to deliver the 
message to Madrid. 
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Spain 

National Focus Week: May 31 – June 6 

 

EAPN is organising participation meetings of People in Poverty and Social Exclusion from 
February to May in all regions, and a National Congress of Participation of People in Poverty 
and Social Exclusion Situation on 17 – 19 June in Madrid. On October 17th, the International 
Day against Poverty, it will organise activities in all regions. A conference is planned on “For a 

new strategy of fight against poverty and social exclusion: action proposals 2011-2020” on 
18 – 19 November in Madrid. 8 Social Inclusion Seminars will be held on different dates and 
in different places. On the other hand, EAPN Spain participated in the organization of the 
European Civic Days on 7 – 9 May in Malaga. 
 
The Spanish NIB organized the EY opening Conference on 21th  January in Madrid, a Summit 
on Roma Population “Actions and politics in favour of the European Roma population: future 
challenges” on 8 April in Córdoba, a Meeting of experts on Active Inclusion on 20 April in 
Burgos (tbc), taking an advantage of the creation of Inclusion Network by Ministry.  
 
The closing event will be an extraordinary meeting of the National Council of Social Action 
NGOs with the participation of the Government President for the presentation of final 
proposals and obtaining his political commitment, in November in Madrid. 

 

Transfer to the National Focus Week in Germany: to be arranged 

Germany  

National Focus Week: June 21-27 

 

The German network introduced their working programme for 2010 at a press conference in 
Hamburg on 27 January. Their activities will take place throughout the Year. At the Labour 
Ministry’s official opening on February 25th the German network planned a workshop in 
which dedicated people experiencing poverty reported as experts from their perspective.  
 
Network activities concentrate on the National Focus Week in Berlin from 20 to 25 June 
2010. They aim to network experts, people experiencing poverty and helpers. They also want 
to direct public attention to the problem of poverty. Many people are oblivious of the fact 
that in Germany, one of the most prosperous countries in the world, there is also a grinding 
rampant poverty.  Also during the National Focus Week on 21 and 22 June there will be a 
forum in Berlin about “Young people and poverty building alliances for change". 
 
A focus week event central to people living in poverty is the fifth meeting of people living in 

poverty, to be held Monday 21 and Tuesday 22 June. The meeting is designed to help these 
people networking and phrasing political and social requirements from their perspectives. It 
will be staged in the premises of Berlin’s city mission which is renowned for its competent 
support for the homeless.   
 
At a forum meeting on 23 June, together with representatives of social welfare organisations 
and initiatives, of politics, media and people experiencing poverty, they will elaborate the 
various faces of poverty and show approaches. At the permanent representation of 
Rheinland-Pfalz, at close quarters to Bundestag and Federal Government they will discuss in 
working groups themes such as poverty and housing, poverty and education, poverty and 
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health as well as poverty and employment. The results will be presented directly to 
headliners of politics, economy, science and media in order to take advantage of their 
function as disseminators of information for social change. 
 
In the same place a day of action will proceed on 24 June, on the one hand to inform 
persons from politics and media about networking services in Berlin quarters especially 
affected by poverty and on the other hand to will invite school classes to inform themselves 
in detail. They will also visit a neighbourhood to show them on-site problems, as well as 
professional and honorary helpers who combat poverty, in co-operation with dedicated 
persons from Berlin who work for various organisations and centres.  
 
The National Focus Week will also combine a wide range of events, such as the exhibition 
“Kunst trotz(t) Armut” (“Art despite/defies Poverty”), a film project about people living in 
bankruptcy, meetings and church services as well as various other cultural and political 
activities and initiatives. During the whole European Year 2010 every member of the National 
Poverty Conference will start their own initiatives. In the year’s finale they plan a joined 
closing meeting, which shall serve as both, a demonstration as well as a culturally attractive 
event.  
 
Beside the activities of the National Poverty Conference the Ministry of Labour and Social 
Affairs promotes projects with an amount of about 1.4 Mio €. Of the 800 submitted tenders 
70 made it onto the shortlist, and 40 (tbc) were selected. 
 
Transfer to the National Focus Week in Bulgaria: to be arranged 

Bulgaria 

National Focus Week June 28- July 4 

 

The opening event of 2010 involved government officials and 5 NGOs including EAPN. This 
was a useful occasion for awareness-raising with media and trade unions.  
 
EAPN did not manage to get funding. They were told they couldn’t involve the network, but 
can involve some people from the network as experts. EAPN Bulgaria wants to organise two 
rounds of regional meetings to discuss poverty issues: two times six meetings, involving 
people experiencing poverty and researchers to assess the 2020 strategy and the 
government anti crisis strategy. They will then publish a report on this and present it to 
EAPN, the government, the Parliament and the European parliament, to see what is 
happening through the eyes of people experiencing poverty. They will also work with Roma 
organisations on Services of General Interest. 

 

Transfer to the National Focus Week in Romania: to be arranged 

Romania 

National Focus Week: July 5-11 

 
In Romania the opening of the Year coincided with the EAPN seminar in Dublin, and not in 
collaboration with the network. Lots of EY ambassadors have been named but are not known 
to the NGOs. One positive aspect has been that they asked Cristina to become involved 
during the September week on the social economy. Generally there is a low level of interest, 
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with the main political discussions on how to merge two parliamentary chambers into one. 
NGOs are not organised together.   
 
There have been changes at government level and within EAPN, so plans are still being 
drawn up.  EAPN Romania have asked the Ministry of labour for a ‘Labour week’ in October. 
They also hope to hold an exhibition.  
 

Transfer to the National Focus Week in Norway: to be arranged 

Norway 

National Focus Week: August 29 – September 5 

 

There is a programme for each day of the National Focus Week, with a programme in three 
different cities, where market places are organised for speakers about poverty. There will 
also be a meeting of experts in the university. On the third day of the week there will be a 
joint EAPN activity with the Salvation Army and the churches. This gives EAPN the chance to 
show of what it is doing and to get people to join. The media have asked to be able to film 
the preparations for the day. 
 
The network has 7 working groups connected to their organisation. There are 35 people in 
these working groups, who live all across Norway. They plan to ask the four cities to give 
theatre and cinema evenings for free for everybody. The media is very interested in their 
work, and always call directly. The main issue at national level is minimum income and social 
inclusion. There are more issues, but it all depends on funding. At local level they are working 
on energy costs, and dental health (not included in health cover).  A choir is preparing a song. 
Poverty hearings will be held in each town, which is important for the media. 

 
They are carrying out awareness-raising on energy rates. The football league will bring 
messages to the public. They also plan to engage business schools to look at the cost of 
poverty, as well as in other schools.  
 
Arising from the call for proposals for 2010, 20 projects (from 75 applications) will be 
supported. 
 

Transfer to the National Focus Week in Estonia: to be arranged 

Estonia 

National Focus Week September 6 – 12 

 
NGOs in Estonia are building up their own network, with a three year action plan. They have 
a plan for 2010 in cooperation with the government. They participated in the Estonian 
poverty year opening conference on 12th March, where they introduced Estonian EAPN 
activity and plans for future. They are preparing a homepage and will have several 
cooperation meetings regarding the Year with other organisations and NGOs. 
 
EAPN Estonia has organised a campaign for the Year 2010: “Think and write!”  They called 
upon all Estonian citizens to write letters about poverty, their ideas on how to deal with 
it and how to change things. All newspapers, organisations and media supported this action. 
In April they read all these letters with volunteers and during the National Focus Week they 
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will have a big meeting, built up on the information from the letters. By writing letters 
everyone is involved and can share their views on poverty. 
 
The media has turned to the future EAPN to make plans together. They also received help 
from the Commission media agency. They met the ministry and agreed a long (statistical) 
study. In March they held a fair in the national library, with the ministry, and NGOs, where 
everyone spoke of their situation and of ways out. They have asked for two projects but with 
no news so far. There will be a conference during the National Focus Week. They will have a 
photographic exhibition, and they are also working on child poverty. 

 

Transfer to the National Focus Week in Lithuania: to be arranged 

Lithuania 

National Focus Week: September 13-19 

 

The Ministry doesn’t plan to involve NGOs a lot. EAPN Lithuania had a meeting with the 
Commission and Ministry, and discussed the recognition of NGOs. Also, they planned to 
apply to an open call from the National Implementation Body for the Year, for two priorities – 
children and the theatre forum and a seminar (which they will organise). 

 
Transfer to the National Focus Week in Belgium: to be arranged 

Belgium 

National Focus Week September 20 – 26 

 
For EAPN Belgium the main themes for the Year are housing services and child and youth 
poverty. They are working closely with the Belgian Presidency for the European Round Table 
in October, the Minimum Income conference in September, and on the political outcomes for 
the Year. They are doing follow up on housing in particular during the Year. They have held 
meetings with Belgian MEPs, in Brussels (at the EP info point) and in Antwerp.  
 
Events that have taken place so far include: 
 

• 29 January 2010: The future of Europe: a new strategy needed, in Leuven 
 

• 26 February 2010: seminar on social inclusion, social protection and social security 
related to health  

 

• 26 March 2010: event on housing and homelessness 
 
Next events planned are: 
 

• 10 September 2010: round table on employment  

 

• 17 October 2010: international day of the fight against poverty 
 

• 2-3 November: event on child and youth poverty  
 
Out of 253 applications for funding under the European Year, 26 projects were successful, of 
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which 7 came from public social services centres (CPAS) and 19 by associations. 
 
Transfer to the next National Focus Week in the UK: to be arranged 

United Kingdom 

National Focus Week September 27 – October 3 

 

In the United Kingdom the call for proposal was issued in October. A number of EAPN 
organisations have received funding. There are 12 regional awareness programmes – in the 
East Midlands, London, Scotland etc, and quite a few have been successful. There was a UK 

launch in March and then other national launches towards the end of March in Scotland, 
Wales, and Northern Ireland. The Poverty Alliance in Scotland has 4 seminars on Active 

Inclusion, and an event on structural funds. It is hoped that some of these events will be 
replicated by other organisations. EAPN in Scotland has also organised three events 
organised linked to 2010, as preparation meetings for the European meeting of people 
experiencing poverty in June. They are also organising a conference on the living wage on 

the 27th of May. In general EAPN in the UK are ‘fairly close’ to the NIB. 
 
Member organisations of EAPN are active for the Year, for example in Yorkshire & Humber 
Church Action against Poverty is organising numerous events, such as training events, 
research on the cost of living in poverty, a major showcase assembly bringing together the 
many voices, stories, passions and great ideas from the year and put them to the people who 
have power, and could make change happen,  
 
The national programme for the year includes 4 themes – regional activities but focused on 
grass roots. The Social Inclusion Task Force has control of a whole theme, and others in Leeds 
and Scotland. Since ESF rules apply EAPN is not able to carry out the technical assistance role 
so this has gone to an NGO not interested in Europe.  An advisory group is lobbying for 
employers to work with ministers with places for PEPs and will set up PEP panel and 
assemble.  
 
Transfer to the National Focus Week in Portugal: to be arranged 

Portugal 

National Focus Week October 4 – 10 

 

The Opening ceremony took place on February 6th and the EY site has been launched 
www.2010combateapobreza.pt. EAPN Portugal is connected to the NIB as they are on the 
Non-Governmental Forum for Social Inclusion, so they participate in all the meetings of the 
NIB. 
 
EAPN Portugal has had 18 projects approved in the National Programme of the European 

Year, with a budget of € 330 000, out of around 58 projects in total.  The proposals cover 
different territories, involving different partners such as other national and local NGOs, 
municipalities (over 180), high schools, universities, art and audiovisual schools, theatres and 
so on), with the aim of creating new alliances.  

 
They have planned a lot of activities, such as seminars, workshops, roundtables, training 
sessions, campaigns on radio and newspapers, art exhibitions, etc.  In their work programme 
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they also have activities to celebrate the year 2010, such as: the project on “Schools against 
Poverty” with 35 schools around the country; they have prepared a publication “A Guide for 
Teachers” with different activities that can be explored inside the classrooms. This issue – 
Poverty and Social Exclusion – was included on the schools programmes. 

 
Other plans include: 
 

• A Thematic Agenda for the European Year 
 

• A webpage about the European Year :  
http://www.reapn.org/campanhas_visualizar.php?ID=1 
 

• The Project “Activar a Participação”. This project aims to promote active participation 
of people in poverty and social exclusion through Local Platforms of People 
Experiencing Poverty, which are being implemented by our local networks. One 
member of each region (which are 18) is represented on the National Council of PEP. 
The first meeting of this National Council was on 18 of January in Oporto 

 

• A Protocol with Montepio Geral (Bank Company and Foundation) to develop a 
project on Microcredit  

 

• the Second National Forum of People Experiencing Poverty (during the National 
Focus Week) 

 

• They invited national writers (for children) to produce a book with different histories. 
Some of them have already accepted this invitation and they expect to publish this by 
the end of June 

 

• A public event with connection to TV: journalists, entertainers, musicians will be 
invited to be associated to this public event (17 October) 

 
During the National Focus Week, EAPN Portugal will organise a cultural event in the 
Trindade Theatre on 5th October (100 years of the Republic). This event will start the 
National Forum of People Experiencing Poverty, which will take place on 6th October, in 
Lisbon. On 7th October they hope to  organise an event with people experiencing poverty in 
the National Assembly. 
 
Transfer to the next National Focus Week in Cyprus: to be arranged 

Cyprus 

National Focus Week October 18 – 24 

 

EAPN-Cyprus has been invited to speak during the opening, which should give them good 
media recognition. The second development is that Ninetta Kazantzis has been nominated as 
one of the 10 Ambassadors of the EU Year (they are 11, as the First Lady is an Honorary 
Ambassador of the Year)  the Commission has accepted the nominations and they were to 
be presented to the public during the inauguration ceremony for the Year on March 23rd. 
And, lastly, the call of proposals was launched during the event. 
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EAPN-Cyprus met with the Minister of Labour and Social Insurance and she was very 
enthusiastic about EAPN’s proposed programme. Present at that meeting were the 
Ministry's General Director, the Head of the Welfare Department (responsible for the NAP 
Incl.), the Head of the ESF Unit in the Ministry, the SPC Committee member and two 
secretaries! EAPN members felt really important, especially when they realized the media 
were there at the end of the meeting for statements (which were broadcast during the 
evening news on 4 different TV channels!). The minimum income campaign was given quite 
an importance and it seems they are on the right track on influencing policies. 

 
Transfer to the next National Focus Week in Sweden: to be arranged 

Sweden 

National focus Week October 25 – 31 

 

The European Social Fund Council has been in charge of centralising funds. There is a 
reference group set up, which comprises 5 members of EAPN SE. So far they have been very 
successful, with € 400.000 assigned to different projects. It has been decided that the users’ 
perspective is to be focussed on.  
 
On March 9th and 10th EAPN Sweden organised the first ever meeting of people experiencing 
poverty in Sweden. It was the formal opening event for the EY 2010 and the Minister of 
Social welfare and health declared the opening of the year. Training and education is 
provided for process drivers, who are there to facilitate the dialogue between users and local 
authorities. The plan is to have 7-8 conferences on regional level using the same format as 
the PEEP meeting and with delegates who participated on the first national PEEP meeting as 
process leaders on regional level. They are also involved in a kind of group education to learn 
how to build a dialogue and how to mobilize other people living in poverty and exclusion for 
the conferences to come. 
 
2 think tanks are organising 2 conferences on the theme of the Year. A big conference will be 
organised by EAPN on poverty and social exclusion linked to the National Focus Week. The 
Swedish government is very positive and EAPN Sweden has been successful in getting closer 
to the government. 
 
In December the process leaders will take part in a final big conference that is going to be the 
ending of the year. The aim is to listen to experiences from the year and conclusions of the 
process but also of the issues that have been on the agenda on how to take them forward for 
the years to come. 
 
In October Sonja Wallborn will be the opening speaker, together with a very good researcher 
on poverty, during a conference that is sent by link to all regions of Sweden where at the 
same time conferences take place on the theme of EY 2010. That gives EAPN a good platform 
and makes us visible as the partner to work together with on the regional PEP meetings. 
They are also discussing with the European Social Funds Committee how to take this process 
further on the years to come. They are very interested in this, as they realize that this is a 
model for dialogue between people living in poverty and exclusion and decision makers on 
all levels, national and regional. 
 
Transfer to the National Focus Week in Denmark: to be arranged 
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Denmark 

National Focus Week: November 1 – 7 

 

EAPN Denmark is campaigning with other organizations, trade unions and NGOs, and 
produced a common declaration of 2 pages, which has been accepted as a subject by the 
government: 20 percent need help. They have appeared in the press and on TV much more 
as there are so many in the group. 
 
Projects, conferences, exhibitions and other events will be set up to be on home page in 
calendar. During the National Focus Week, they will present their results. 
 
Projects for EY 2010 were selected through calls for proposals for three types of 
initiatives/targets: local authorities, NGOs and charities, debates.  
 

Transfer to the National Focus Week in Greece: to be arranged 

Greece 

National Focus Week: November 8 – 14 

 

EAPN Greece were informed about the Opening conference of the Year at the very last 
moment through friends, not officially. The Employment Minister announced the distribution 
of discount vouchers for the unemployed in supermarkets – that was the highlight of the 
conference.  
 
The Greek anti povertynetwork were invited to the Parliament by the Committee on Human 
Rights and Equality and Youth, who had a session on 2010; EAPN Greece was there as the 
only NGO, and had the opportunity to present their position and who they are. There is a TV 
channel of the Parliament, so some people around Greece maybe saw them…They are trying 
to contact some artists and ask them to work on poverty so as to have some art works 
around the city in the focus week.  
 
In early February the Ministry of Employment and Social protection sent out a call for 

proposals for 2010 with a budget of € 500 000. Following this Greek antipoverty network had 
a meeting in order to decide how to react on this call for proposals, maybe with a common 
project in which all the interested NGOs and other partners like municipalities etc will be 
partners. A second wider meeting was to take place during the last week of February in 
which other NGOs are invited. In parallel, the network have asked for a meeting with the 
General Secretary of the Ministry who is responsible for ESF in Greece and for this call for 
proposals. 
 

Transfer to the National Focus Week in Italy: to be arranged 

Italy 

National Focus Week: November 15 – 21 

 

The Italian opening of the Year took place in Milan on February 15th. The ministry’s web site: 
www.lavoro.gov.it (in Italian) provides the speeches, press cuttings and an overview of the 
projects submitted for funding. An activity similar to the meetings of “People experiencing 
poverty” is a relevant part of the programme; CILAP are seeking to understand if they will be 
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called to manage part of this. 
 
So far no European Year ambassadors have been appointed. Most EY events are taking place 
in the South. In partnership with local organisations CILAP will speak at an event on ‘Poverty 

and the mafia’ with Caritas in Bari. 
 
CILAP will organise at least 5 initiatives during 2010 linked to the issues of the Year that will 
culminate during the National Focus Week. The first one was held on January 28th in Bologna 
with a seminar entitled: “People experiencing poverty in the planning of social and health 
care services” , and joined in a musical events performed by folk musicians and rudari (Roma 
from the Balcans) in the show “Folk’ ‘n Rom – Music from the camps” . CILAP is also involved 
in a network of observatories, as well as with awareness-raising in schools. Other local level 
organisations (not EAPN) have also launched projects during the Year. 
 
Proposals for EY funding had to be submitted by February 1st. CILAP has participated as 
partner (not as applicant) to 4 projects presented by NGOs and one by Bologna Municipality. 
The budget for all the projects amount to € 400.000; each project will receive a maximum of 
€ 40 000. The selection of 13 projects approved for funding was announced on 22 March.  
 

Transfer to the National Focus Week in Italy: to be arranged 

Finland 

National focus Week: November 22 – 28 

 
Ideas for the National Focus Week are now developing, and other plans for the year are a 
little bit clearer. The idea of ‘Theme days’ is to create a happening where ordinary people 
can come and discuss about poverty and social exclusion. Participation is important at these 
events. For example at Seinäjoki on May 10th there was a plan for a seminar and happening 
for citizens. There might be cultural events like theatre group or exhibition or something 
else. These events are built around different themes that may create poverty and social 
exclusion like poverty in childhood, sickness, social security and so on... On August 18th there 
will be a happening in the main street of Kouvola. The idea is that different NGOs and 
authority tells about their activities and about social security.  This happening takes place 
every year but this year the thing that builds everything together will be the theme year. On 
November 20th there is a happening at the market square in Kuopio where people can make 
firewood and these will be given to people living in poverty. In this event everyone can 
participate. On November 25th at the seminar in the Parliament House there will be two 
people from each theme day to tell their experience of poverty. These people have 
experienced poverty in their own lives. At this seminar there will be also members of 
parliament so that they will hear the message and there will be discussion about the theme 
at all levels of the society. The organiser for these events is Finnish Federation for Social 
Welfare and Health but there are also other partners organising these that are still being 
invited to work with them. 
 
Transfer to the National Focus Week in Latvia: to be arranged 



 20 

Latvia 

National Focus Week: November 29 – December 5
th

  

 
In Latvia the government was unable to co-fund activities. The NGO group has proposed 
something for the Year:  mapping resources on the site of the Minister for Social Welfare – 
with information on what help is available in each region.  
 
Round table discussions are being held in all regions: the first one took place in Riga with 
officials. There are regional seminars too with the ministry of agriculture etc on the crisis. 
There is a lobby to set real aims – amendments to laws e.g. on soup kitchens. The role of the 
network is to be a link between people experiencing poverty and the government. 
 
The European Commission is discussing organizing a Solidarity Forum on October 28 - 29 in 
Latvia, in the absence of a national programme for the Year. 
 
Transfer to Ireland, who held the first National Focus Week in February 2010: to be arranged 

Netherlands 

(No National Focus Week) 

 

The projects submitted by EAPN NL for the call of proposals were rejected. EAPN NL were 
present at the opening conference on February 4th. The network is trying to find any 
opportunity to make themselves visible and try to find new partners. Naming a focus week 
has not been possible, because they are not financially viable.  
 
A song for 2010, containing one verse from each country, has been sent to the EAPN Exco so 
that everyone is invited to contribute their own theme to the song, and EAPN NL hope that 
the song will be sung or played at the GA, with some additions by other National Networks.  
 
EAPN NL was to be present as key-note speaker at - The Library Dialogue - An inquiry into 
effective consultation of citizens in the EU – organized by A Volonteurope & Humanitas, on 
March 24th , and at - COPORE (COmpetences for POverty REduction), a consortium of health, 
social and educational networks Meeting on April 23rd - managed by ENOTHE, the European 
Thematic Network of Occupational Therapy in Higher Education.  It was also present at the 
7th Forum of World Alliance of Cities Against Poverty in Rotterdam (WACAP) - held on 24 – 
26 February 2010, where the theme was: Confronting the Crisis Collectively – Working 
together to end poverty.  
 
Activities organised by EAPN NL include a local poverty Conference in Krimpen aan den 
IJssel – on 28 January 2010, a workshop on Poverty and social exclusion for the local council 
and local NGOs in  Capelle aan den IJssel on February 2nd 2010 . Still in progress is a project 
with the ‘arme kant van Zuid Holland’. The aim is to do a poverty conference in the region 
(province) of Zuid Holland.  
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2. European level  

EAPN coordinating a group over 40 European Social networks during 2010 

EAPN is coordinating the activities of the Coalition of European NGOsi working together for 
2010. The activities of the NGO coalition are coordinated and made visible through the NGO 
coalition website www.endpoverty.eu and identity. Main activities are centred around  

 

• promoting the ‘Shared messages’ for the outcomes of 2010  
 

• organising the National Focus Weeks with a spotlight on each country throughout the 
Year 

 

• EU Focus week: the Human Ring around the EU institutions (Oct 12) during the Autumn 
focus week.  

 
The www.endpoverty.eu website contains information on 
 

• The NGO coalition members, their activities during 2010 and their demands for the 
Year 

 

• A calendar of events organised by members of EAPN and other networks during the 
Year 

 

• A country focus with key poverty rates for each one, calendar of NGO events in that 
country and photos and reports of events organised by national networks and other 
NGOs during the European Year (National Focus Weeks etc) 

 

• A ‘Take Action’ page linked to NGO campaigns during the Year 
 

• ‘Voices of people facing poverty in Europe’: a collection of short videos 
 

• The endpoverty logo in 21 languages 

EU 2020 

In order to obtain real outcomes from the Year, in the lead up to the forthcoming meeting of 
Ministers for Employment and Social Affairs and the June Council of Heads of State, EAPN is 
urging its members to lobby their government to 
 

• Agree an ambitious EU Poverty Reduction Target; 

 

• Ensure that the Social Guideline goes beyond employment and that social objectives 
are mainstreamed throughout the Europe 2020 strategy; 

 

• Take urgent action to prevent the increase of poverty and social exclusion by 

defending the role of social protection and social inclusion in the responses to the 

crisis. 
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The European Parliament 

With other members of the NGO coalition, EAPN is building up alliances to seek support for 
obtaining a strong outcome from 2010, firstly with the European Parliament: 

 

• By meeting with group coordinators, following inter groups and identifying EP initiatives 
on poverty and social exclusion  

 

• During the European meeting of People Experiencing Poverty, June 25th  
 

• The ‘Séance Solonelle’ in Strasbourg on October 20th 
 

• Cooperating in preparations of the Citizens’ AGORA on Poverty, which is likely to take 
place on November 18 – 19. 

Interacting with the European Commission’s 2010 campaign  

• Participating in EU Stakeholders’ meetings 
 

• Making inputs to the EU Consultative Committee (NIBs)  
 

• Participating in the NGO Communications Experts Advisory Board, now replaced by 
bilateral consultation on a project by project basis. 

 
Other up coming initiatives from the Commission linked to the European Year include the  
 

• Journalism awards  
(http://www.2010againstpoverty.eu/journalistaward/index/?langid=en ), deadline 
August 31st  

 

• Art initiative  
(http://www.2010againstpoverty.eu/artpartnerproject/index.html?langid=en) involving 
people in situations of poverty, art schools and NGOs, deadline October 15th 

 

• ‘Circus for social inclusion’ participation forum in Brussels on Oct 19 – 20 (details to be 
available shortly) 

 

• Baltic Solidarity Days in Latvia, on October 28 - 29 in Riga, with representatives from 
Lithuania and Estonia 

 

• ‘Getting out of poverty’ publication  
 

• Thematic milestones on the 2010againstpoverty website. 
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Other stakeholders 

Further cooperation is in hand with other stakeholders 
 

• The Committee of the Regions in the preparations for their Forum on “Local and 
regional responses to poverty and social exclusion” (June 8th)  

• The Economic and Social Committee Standing Study Group on the European Year 
against Poverty 2010, and their Forum on the outcomes of the Year, planned for  
November 22nd 

 

• Trade Unions, in discussion about joining forces to carry a message and hopefully 
mobilising around our events 

 

• Foundations, with EAPN involvement in the PING (Poverty Is Not a Game) project, and 
support from the King Baudouin Foundation. 
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3. Next steps in 2010 

 
Moving forward during 2010 involves firstly supporting the message for strong outcomes of 

2010 and the activities around October 17
th

 2010, the 20
th

 International Day for the 

Eradication of Poverty, including: 

At national level 

 

• Lobby government ministers on EU2020 
 

• Link with National Implementing Bodies 
 

• Awareness-raising activities: seminars, concerts, social networking 
 

• Link into events organised by other organisations 
 

• Organise events during the National Focus Weeks 

 

• Join the Human Ring in Brussels or organise one around the institutions in your own 
city to demand strong outcomes for 2010 

At European level 

 

•  Join the Human Ring around the institutions in Brussels and other capitals  
 

• The Euro Marchers are due to arrive in Brussels on October 16th, and planning a 
demonstration in Brussels on Sunday morning October 17

th 
 

• ATD Quart Monde will bring young people from across Europe to present a message at 
the ATD memorial stone on October 17th afternoon 

 

• EAPN Belgium will organise a major gathering and a lantern parade to the Grand Place 
in Brussels on October 17th  

 

• Citizens’ Agora on Poverty in the European Parliament (November 18-19 tbc). 
 
                                                
i
 The EY 2010 End Poverty NGO coalition coordinated by EAPN includes: the National Networks of EAPN, AFEM 
(Association des Femmes de l’Europe Méridionale), AGE (European Older People’s Platform), ATD Quart Monde, Autism 
Europe, Caritas Europa, CEBSD (Combined European Bureau for Social Development), CECODHAS (European Liaison 
Committee for Social Housing), CECOP (European Federation of workers’ cooperatives, social cooperatives and social 
enterprises), CEV (European Volunteer Centre), COFACE (Confederation of Family organisations in the EU), Eurodiaconia, 
EAEA (European Association for the Education of Adults), EASPD (European Association of Service providers for Persons with 
Disabilities), EBU (European Blind Union), EDF (European Disability Forum), EFSC (European Foundation for Street Children), 
ENAR (European Network Against Racism), EPHA (European Public Health Alliance), EPPF (International Planned Parenthood 
Federation European Network), EPR (European Platform for Rehabilitation), ERIO (European Roma Information Office), ESAN 
(European Social Action Network), EURAG (European Federation of Older Persons), Eurochild, European Social Platform, 
EWL (European Women’s Lobby), FAI (International Federation of Associations of Christian Associations of Italian workers), 
FEANTSA (European Federation of Organisations working with the Homeless), FEFAF (European Federation of Unpaid Carers 
at Home), ICSW (International Council for Social Welfare), IJJO (International Juvenile Justice Observatory), ILGA Europe 
(International Lesbian and Gay Association Europe), Inclusion Europe, MHE (Mental Health Europe), Red Cross EU Office, 
SMES-Europa (Mental Health Social Exclusion Europa), SOLIDAR , Workability Europe  and Yes Forum (Youth and 
European Social Work), YFJ (European Youth Forum). 


