Questionnaire 0.1 15.07.09 SJ

Monitoring the Social Impact of the Economic Crisis
1. What are the main characteristics of the Economic/Financial Crisis in your country?  What are the main developments in 2009?
The first sign was in the financial institutions, where some few banks went bankrupt and all others slowed downed their activities. It is still in 2009 rather difficult to obtain loans for smaller enterprises and private persons. 
The next sign was a nearly total stop for sale of real estates and decreasing in prizes up to 1/3, compared to the highest level in 2007. Buying of goods and services also decreased drastically. Many smaller shops were forced to sell out or even close. In 2009 both phenomena’s are still experienced. There are smaller signs of stabilization and even maybe an increase in sale of real estates, goods and services, but the situation is still considered as unstable. 
The third sign was the hastily growing unemployment rate, now more than doubled, especially among unskilled workers, working in construction, production and service industries. Yet, the general unemployment rate is still below the rate in year 2000. 
2. What are the key elements of your country’s recovery packages? How effective are they?

The liberal governments answer to the crisis only has one element of real importance: So-called bank packages, where the state gives security and loans to banks in crisis, caused by to too many and too big loans to insecure projects, mainly in real estate.

 The packages seem rather effective for consolidation of the banks, but it is not sufficient to solve problems of enterprises and private persons who need loans and credits.  There are many complaints, especially from enterprises that claim to have sound projects, but cannot get them financed by the banks. This has led “the red bloc” in the parliament to suggest a recovery package for this group also, but until now without success. 
3. What is the social impact of the crisis and the recovery packages? How is it affecting people experiencing poverty and social exclusion?
The impact of the crisis and recovery packages on poverty and social exclusion is not very clear. There might be many effects, now and in the longer run, but they are rather difficult to identify directly. 
On effect to be expected is coming from the fact that the State creates an en enormous deficit in the national budget, by giving so much support to the banks and due to the growing unemployment, and at the same time maintains a stop for increases in taxes, which has been the governmental policy since 2001.  
These components will for sure leave fewer money to public support of the poor and socially excluded and will also lead to a growing gap between rich and poor and makes it more difficult to integrate the excluded. 
The effect is shown in several studies. There are a growing number of people living under the poverty line, as defined by EU: less than 60% of the average income. Still less than in most other countries, as Denmark still is one of the richest countries, but our welfare system erodes and the principle of flexicurity seems to be more popular outside than inside Denmark.  

A) In what areas is the impact most felt and how? Give details and examples if possible.
· Employment (what kind of jobs are affected? What is the impact on quality of jobs? What about access to jobs for the unemployed?)
Jobs affected are mainly those for unskilled workers, and jobs in specific branches as construction. 
The Quality of jobs is affected in relation to milieu, stress and insecurity. 

Access to jobs for unemployed is tax – financed and supported by public and private job services, but as the crisis has resulted in fewer jobs in general and in specific areas especially, it has been more difficult for unemployed to have success in getting a new job. People who have social or health’s problems and lacks education, experiences more difficulties in getting jobs. 
· Homelessness and Housing Exclusion ( Is homelessness increasing? Are there increases in evictions and repossessions? Is there an impact on rent levels and access to housing?)
The number of homeless seems to be on a stable level. There seems also to be no increases in evictions. Yet, the number of repossessions is growing rapidly, even if it is still not big, compared to e.g. the 1980th. 
Rent level is decreasing, yet still to high for poor people. Access to housing is also easier as there are many empty, newly build flats, but the rent is too high for poor and socially excluded. 
The government has just started a program for reducing the number of homeless. The idea is to set up more flats, aimed specifically for homeless. “Housing first” is one of the buzzwords, underlining the hope that homelessness primarily is a housing problem.  

· Minimum Income, access and rates of benefits (are benefits affected? In levels and access/eligibility?)
Denmark is still protected by a rather well functioning labour market system, with high percentages of organized employed, collective agreements etc. Yet, minimum income is affected specifically in branches like building and construction, where many companies illegally hire skilled or unemployed workers from the new and poorer EU member states. 
The phenomena “working poor” is still rare in Denmark, but we find it in specific branches, especially in the service sector and other fields dominated by unskilled workers.   
Benefits are reduced relatively every year, by 0.5 % and new very low benefits are invented by the government in areas with many migrants. 
· Access to other services and goods (what’s happening to prices of basic services and goods eg food, housing, energy.., are there problems of access?)
Prices have followed the same trends as in other countries. There were rather big increases in 2007 – 2008, but in 2009 prices are stabilized, in general. As the public benefits have not been regulated properly, this has given problems to specific groups like unemployed, ill and elderly people. 
· Indebtedness and financial exclusion (has the crisis worsened the number of people indebt? How/why?)
The number has increased, especially maybe among those young people and families who bought apartments or houses in 2005 – 2007, where prices where at the top. They are know, technically seen, deeply indebted, because their loans exceeds the market value of their property. It can be foreseen that they will come into heavy problems, if they are hit by accidents, illness, unemployment, divorces etc. 
· Other

B) Which groups worse are most affected? How? Give details and examples if possible.
· Unemployed or precariously employed?

· Older and younger people
· Women/single parents
· Ethnic minorities and migrants
· Disabled and people with long-term health problems.

· Other
The groups affected are the usual ones: People who have a mix of hindrances in relation to the labour market:  the poor, unskilled, single, and unhealthy. The problems have been identified many times, especially among single mothers, single men and bigger migrant families. Young and elderly are among those most affected by the growing unemployment.  

4. How is the crisis impacting on social NGO’s? ( particularly NGO’s involved with EAPN) Give details if possible.
· Is there an increase or change in the demand on NGO services? What?

There is a growing demand for NGO services for especially for social work, support to childrens education and leisure time activities, but also basic needs like temporary housing, food, clothes. 

· Is funding being affected? (is funding stable/ or is there any increase to reflect increased demand or are cuts threatened?)
Public funding for NGO’s is still not very available in Denmark, even if there is a growing political interest for the voluntary sector. Private funds seem to be affected and reduced, due to the financial crises.   

· Are there changes in the access to funding, ie through Structural Funds?

The access seems to have been more difficult, at least for the smaller NGO’s as demands to project administration is growing. 
5. What alternative proposals are being made by other stakeholders? (eg Trade Unions, academics, NGOs)
There is a growing focus on poverty in Denmark and on finding a lower limit for public benefits. 
6. What are EAPN proposals/actions?
EAPN supports the NGO activities for defining a limit for how low benefits can be and helps keeping the focus on poverty and social exclusion and solutions as well. EAPN is right now engaged in the preparations of 2010.  
