FF 30 Oct 2012

EAPN’s work on Energy Poverty in particular our existing contacts with GDF Suez

This note gives more background on EAPN’s work on Energy Poverty and in particular our existing contacts with GDF Suez. It is intended to help to inform the decision we should make at the Nov Exco with regards to a specific project proposal which GDF Suez have indicated their interest to support. A previous document has been sent on this proposal.

The proposal for a partnership with GDF Suez in relation to Energy Poverty has to be seen in the overall strategy of EAPN of the last years. Already for many years EAPN denounced the issue of energy poverty/fuel poverty and highlighted the negative impact of the privatisation of the energy sector and more generally the privatisation of public goods.  It is a core principle of EAPN’s work that ‘public goods’ should remain under public and democratic control and this has been a clear and repeated call of EAPN.   
Throughout the years EAPN looked for external partners to bring the problem of energy poverty (and poverty in relation to access to other public goods such as water) on the European agenda with more influence and strength. In this regard we make the following key points:
1. GDF Suez is not the privileged partner of EAPN in the fight against energy poverty. We have already built partnership with trade unions (EPSU), public service enterprises, social housing organisations (Cecodhas) and scientific institutions in this issue. Collaboration with private companies (GDF Suez) is only one step in our overall strategy.

2. We are not the first to do so: the scientific group OASeS of the University of Antwerp together with the University of Brussels made a research about energy poverty in Belgium in partnership with and financed by Electrabel, a daughter company of GDF Suez. The conclusions of that research were reached in complete independence (see http://dev.ulb.ac.be/ceese/CEESE/documents/Energiearmoede_La_Precarite_Energetique_en_Belgique_rapport_final.pdf).
3. In the frame of EAPN we discussed already several times and in particular in the workshop during the GA 2012 the possibility of a project with financial support from GDF Suez. The problems and potential associated to this approach were identified; members drew on their positive and negative experiences of collaboration with private sector companies for similar work.  9 of the 11 national networks present concluded to go ahead with the negotiations with GDF Suez about this project and highlighted some key issues to be agreed before finalising the project. It was clear that the final decision to proceed, or not, with this project would need to be made by the Executive Committee. 
4. The collaboration with GDF Suez has given us access to a dialogue with private sector companies to confront them with our arguments and the impact of their practices for people who experience poverty and who face more and more difficulties to pay energy bills.  It also enables us to express ourselves on the impact of privatisation to the players in the corporate world.  The contact also opens to contact with a larger group of private companies: FACE (Fondation Agir Contre l’Exclusion).

5. To make EAPNs work more effective in this area we need deeper analysis from the perspective of people experiencing poverty and our members on what is happening in relation to energy poverty and the reality of the impact of the measures that are put in place that are supposed to help to address energy poverty.  The project proposed should enable us to do that and we seek assurance from GDF Suez that their financial support for this project will not influence the outcomes of the research carried out under this project as one of the key concerns raised in the discussions at the workshop in the GA 2012.  

Some Key Interventions from EAPN in the debate on Energy Poverty:
· EPSU (European Federation of Public Servants Unions) can be seen as a prime partner for EAPN’s work in this area. Already at the end of 2006 EAPN was invited – through its contacts with EPSU – at the joint conference of EPSU, Eurelectric (Electricity Industry) and EMCEF (European Mine, Chemical and Energy Workers Federations) on “Corporate Social Responsibility in the European electricity sector”. Also employers and energy enterprises were present. (See EAPN PPP). 
· EAPN responded to the Commission’s consultation on a charter for Energy Consumer’s Rights. In 2008, a joint campaign was carried out with EPSU, Cecodhas, AGE and others on the EU Third Energy Package. This involved close work with the European Parliament on proposals on Energy Poverty (including on an EP declaration) aimed at influencing the rules on internal market and calling for National Action Plans to fight energy poverty which finally was accepted in the package.
· Energy poverty and the negative impact of privatisation has been a consistent theme in the European Meetings of People Experiencing Poverty. 

· In 2008/9 we looked to strengthen our partnership with CECODHAS (Social Housing Europe) at the occasion of their conference concerning the Charter on the Rights of Energy Consumers. EAPN participated in a panel discussion on “Housing and the European Energy Transition”. With this conference we engaged in a partnership with public social housing enterprises (see EPEE PPP). Also in 2010 we organised a conference with CECODHAS during the European Sustainable Energy Week, disseminating a position paper which consolidated EAPN position on energy poverty.
· In 2009 we had another important step in energy partnership at the EPEE Conference (Etude de la Précarité Energétique en Europe - European Fuel Poverty and Efficiency) on “Fuel Poverty in Europe” in Paris. EAPN was one of the speakers on this conference where we have stressed the same causes and recommendations. By this conference – and by other occasions before and after - we strengthened our partnership with many research institutions.

Cooperation with GDF Suez: 
EAPN’s first contact with GDF-Suez started when EAPN was asked to speak at the occasion of the 1st meeting of their Observatory on Energy and Water Scarcity in Nov 2010. This event was carried out in the framework of the EY 2010. At this occasion EAPN outlined that to tackle energy poverty, requires integrated strategies addressing the 3 main causes of energy poverty: lack of sufficient income; high energy prices and poor energy efficiency. 

In September 2011 Daniel Dantand, Director of the “Observatoire des Précarités Energétique & Hydrique de GDF Suez” participated in the EAPN conference “Getting out of the crisis together” (as he did also at the EAPN Policy Conference of this year). EAPN was invited to make the opening speech at the Conference of the Observatory in Paris in December 2011. We presented clearly the rising costs of fuel / electricity / water as one of the main causes of energy poverty and that energy companies have a key role to play to address this reality.  We also highlight that public authorities must play the key role either through direct involvement in the provision of public goods or by regulating the provision of public goods (see PPP EAPN presented). 
The observatory recognised that this belongs to the responsibility of energy companies like GDF Suez as well as the second main cause: lack of energy efficiency. We knew that Daniel Dantand was interested in our minimum income campaign as an answer to the third main cause: the low income of people. But we made it clear that we don’t want to campaign for an adequate income to make it possible for people living in poverty to pay higher energy bills. 

In the exchange that followed the proposition came from the Observatory to help to look closer to the problem of energy poverty in some specific member states of the EU. Like it is the case in other institutions some people are concerned to address the negative effects of the policy of their Institution. It seems this is the case with the Observatory. 
In EAPN we discussed about the proposal in a small group during the last two EXCO meetings before the GA in Oslo (February & April) and at a workshop at the GA. The proposal on the table now which has already been sent is the follow up of these discussions. 
Note: If not already available we are ensuring that the PPP mentioned in this note are available on the website of EAPN. 
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