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EAPN input on the future of PROGRESS Programme

Information for the Members of EAPN

Background
The European Commission has started the revision of PROGRESS Programme which has funded engagement with the EU Social Inclusion Strategy along with work on non-discrimination and equality. PROGRESS is the main funding source of EAPN’s European work and ensures the base for the contracts with National Networks. Considering how vital this programme is to EAPN’s work, the Group on Sustainable Finances for National Networks has helped us prepare our input on the future of PROGRESS programme. Exco members are invited to comment, send us your feedback and ideas on this first input.  
The Europe 2020 Strategy and its Flagship Platform against Poverty will require some readjustment of the funding mechanism to help the EU achieve the poverty target. EAPN hopes to explore the possibility of making the future PROGRESS Programme a source of funding for more active engagement of National Networks with the EU policy agenda. This will complement a more active lobbying process for national public funding of the Networks’ activities. 

In addition to revising PROGRESS, EU is starting a broader budget review process and EAPN is making active input in this process with regards to the future of Cohesion funds and PROGRESS. The positions on PROGRESS have been developed in the last 2 years with the support of the group on Sustainable Financing of National Networks. 

EAPN inputs in the development of the future PROGRESS Program through the Social Platform, which has 3 representatives in the stakeholders’ working group. There will be two meetings of this working group and a first draft of revised PROGRESS Programme should be finalized by June. From beginning of March, the European Commission will launch a public online consultation and a one-day forum will conclude this process in June. The proposal should be discussed by decision-makers this autumn.  
The key stakeholder working group is invited to reflect on the following key challenges:

1. The programme's role and objectives:

1.1. The EU Budget Review stresses that EU financial instruments should complement each other and allow for "smart specialisation". What should be the PROGRESS programme’s “specialisation” to complement and create synergies with other EU financial instruments? 

1.2. What should be the new programme’s policy objectives to effectively contribute to the delivery on Europe 2020’s initiatives?  

1.3. 
How to successfully integrate cross-cutting issues (ex. social clause, gender equality, anti-discrimination, poverty, migration, disability)?

2. The programme's delivery :

2.1. 
How to enhance impact by better targeting the programme's actions so as to create the highest EU added-value and ensure significant support to the Member States' efforts to make progress on agreed objectives?

2.2. 
How to improve the management of and facilitate participation in the new PROGRESS programme?
 

2.3. 
How to enhance the visibility and dissemination of the programme's results? 

In the first meeting, the working group will reflect on the fist two questions from the list above. You will find EAPN’s input below. Please feel free to send us your contributions, comments, ideas. We will pick them up in the future meetings. 
Our input is from the perspective of a Network funded under the Social Inclusion strand, which has helped us contribute effectively to a strong EU social agenda and more specifically engage with the Social OMC on poverty and social exclusion and with the NRPs process on employment and other pillars of the Lisbon Strategy. We believe the current funding programme is quite good and we have a few suggestions on missing elements. 

We believe PROGRESS should keep funding EU policy making linked to the Europe 2020 and especially the social inclusion strand (if it remains so, which we would generally support) should support delivery on the poverty target as outlined in the European Platform against Poverty and be used particularly to promote better governance and effective participation as well as development on thematic priorities. The following are our proposals to make PROGRESS better:

1. Foresee funding for effective engagement of European and national stakeholders. The main challenge of EU policy impact has been lack of funds for national stakeholders to engage with the European strategy. Without funding, there has been more reluctance to engage with this process after a while. The next funding programme could address this i.e. allocate specific funds to promote governance and participation in the Europe 2020 governance mechanism – development of the NRP, and linked to the continuation of the Social OMC and the continued development of the National Action Plans for Inclusion and development of national strategies for social protection and social inclusion, as well as to engagement in the thematic priority areas of the Flagship Platform.

2. Ensure sufficient funding for building participation of people experiencing poverty in the delivery of the Europe 2020 and Flagship Platform on Poverty. We have seen openness to that in the last couple of years, important progress has been made at European level and this should now be specifically spelled out in the programme. Specific funding is needed for this – both in specifically funding the EU Meeting and in the Annual Convention proposed in the Flagship Platform, as well as mainstreaming their participation. This needs specific support funding for their organisations and the NGOs that they work with to help with capacity building, as well as to cover expenses and time.

3. Ensure the next PROGRESS programme includes annual awareness-raising calls on the new European strategy and the tools to deliver on it accessible to NGOs. There was such an awareness raising call in 2007 and in countries where our members ran projects under this call, we have seen a significant commitment to the Social OMC from the decision makers and other stakeholders. We believe that such calls are crucial to raising awareness of the new Strategy and mobilizing stakeholders at national and local levels to deliver on it.  

4. Support to thematic priorities of the Social OMC – Progress needs to be used to support transnational transfer and exchange on core priorities of the Social OMC which are reflected in the Flagship Platform – development and exchange of effective practices to promote active inclusion, child poverty, homelessness, and housing exclusion, support to ethnic minorities, particularly Roma and migrants.

5. Social Innovation is one of the core proposals of the Flagship Platform. EAPN supports the development of transnational projects on social innovation which pick up on new needs, new groups and new ways of working. In addition, similar support should be given to transfer of effective, existing projects and approaches, ensuring that grass-root organisations can access funding.

6. The strands of the future PROGRESS programme which are not directly focused on social inclusion should allow for possibilities to support projects that look at the links between that strand and social inclusion.  To give just one example, it would be good if the strand supporting anti discrimination work would support projects looking at the links between migration issues and poverty issues.  

7. Finally, the future PROGRESS programme should support the mainstreaming of the fight against poverty in other policy areas (such as economic, financial or other policies). The Platform against Poverty already includes proposals on social enterprises that will be developed by other DGs, therefore it’s crucial that PROGRESS facilitates the possibility for social NGOs to make input on such key initiatives.  

The EAPN’s First Response to the European Flagship Platform against Poverty includes some more suggestions on funding (referring also to cohesion funds, not only to PROGRESS). We think the objectives of PROGRESS should be clearly supporting an effective participative policymaking process (building on the Social OMC) to deliver on the poverty target in the Europe 2020 strategy. Please send your contributions to tanya.basarab@eapn.eu by 15 February 2011.  

3

