Questionnaire 20.07.09 SJ


Questionnaire 1: 

Monitoring the Social Impact of the

Economic Crisis

Name: Alida Smeekes                                   Network/Organisation: EAPN/Netherlands

EAPN Working Group: soc.incl

Date completed: 4.9.09                 Contact Number:

Please refer to your previous input to the reality check if completed, where relevant and update with new/amended information. Answer as fully as possible to the different options presented with concrete examples or data. If this is not available we value your opinions!

1. What are the main characteristics of the Economic/Financial Crisis in your country?  What are the main new developments in 2009?

Financial crisis banks and other financial companies

Economic: more difficulties (less orders) for companies, more unemployment

2. What are the key elements of your country’s recovery packages? How effective are they?

Financial support(loans) for banks and other financial companies

Economical: support for companies (by proving at least 30% decrease in consumption/orders) to allow them to keep (for the company important ) employees in part-time (half of the salary-costs via unemployment regulations(law)-so they can directly restart when the situation is improving; effective for this short time for the people: they are not fired- for the companies; they can go on (slimmed but not out of business).

More orders from the government towards works of general interest(e.g. motorways, waterways c.a.)

3. What is the main social impact of the crisis and the recovery packages in general terms? How is it affecting people experiencing poverty and social exclusion?

Banks are very carefully  by investments, providing loans, mortgages c.a. The financial support  by the government was given to prevent this. People are more economically with their expenditures, less consumption; pep are affected of course, because the possibility of improving their situation/ even continuation is almost lost. 

A) In what areas is the impact most felt and how? Give details and examples where relevant, if possible.

· Employment (what kind of jobs are affected and in what way? Is there an impact on quality of job conditions – eg increase in temporality/short-term working? Are new jobs are being created? What about their quality? Is support being given to Social Economy? What’s the impact on activation policies? Are measures being taken to increase access to jobs for the unemployed? What’s happening to conditionality?)
Jobs in the financial orbit, road/housebuilding sector, administrative jobs—dismisses; there is an attempt to decrease the job conditions, but the trade unions are fighting to keep them and indeed there is an increase of temporally/short-term jobs; there are some new, low paid and less secure jobs; it depends on what you mean by Soc. Economy—yes there is support (accompany and financial) for people who starts their own small business(ZZP-zelfstandige zonder personeel= independent person without staff). (e.g. market-sellers, cleaners, coaches);

Activation policy is  still going on, but the jobs are less and not so qualified; it was already happening before- access to jobs difficult if you are long-term-unemployed, your age (above 35/40), your education; conditionality is (still) part of the activation –policy, by re-integration is training and some education included.

· Homelessness and Housing Exclusion (Is homelessness increasing? Are there increases in evictions and repossessions? Is there an impact on rent levels and access to housing?)

Homelessness among youngsters is a little (slowly) increasing; there are still evictions –this has more to do with people who cannot longer afford to pay the mortgage of their house (but they will have a (rented)house a.s.a.p.); the rent-level (for housing-corporations) is regulated by the government, so every year there is a small % (3-5%) raising of the rent. (private house-owners can let their houses for more, but now let them for less).

· Minimum Income, access and rates of benefits (are benefits being affected? How and for whom? In terms of levels/access/eligibility?)

Until now the levels of benefits are not affected ; it is more difficult/more rules to access a benefit (especially for youngsters < 23 years, handicapped people, but this already going on for years)

· Access to other services and goods (are prices of basic services and goods eg food, housing, energy etc increasing/decreasing?. Are there increasing problems of accessibility or coverage?

The price of  some food (like fresh vegetables and fruit, bread) are increasing, by selling-stunts of super-food-markets some prices are decreasing; from the 1st of july the energy-prices are a little decreased, not really problems (only for some people in debt) of accessibility and/or coverage.

· Indebtedness and financial exclusion (has the crisis worsened the number of people indebt? How/why?)

Yes, for indebtedness (in the Netherlands financial exclusion is rare), because of restrictions of the banks by (not) giving more loans and worsening the conditions

· Impact of-IMF/Commission Budget support in some New Member States ( what has been the impact of the IMF and Commission financial support? Was any social conditionality imposed and how was this delivered?
Not applyable

· Other

B) Which groups worse are most affected? How? Give details and examples if possible.

· Unemployed or precariously employed? Yes, see A
· Older and younger people                       yes, older too expensive; younger no experience

· Women/single parents


 yes, nothing new, especially  single parents, because of the necessity of childcare
· Ethnic minorities and migrants
yes, if they don’t speak enough Dutch, or don’t have enough education/training

· Disabled and people with long-term health problems. Of course, but that is not new
· Other

4. How is the crisis impacting on social NGO’s? ( particularly NGO’s involved with EAPN) Give details if possible.

· Is there an increase or change in the demand on NGO services? What?

EAPN/Netherlands isn’t involved in NGO-services

· Are there cuts in public funding lines for NGOs? Are the conditions for getting funds more difficult to fulfil? Is there an increase in funding available to reflect increased demand?
For some NGO’s there is cut indeed, for EAPN/Netherlands there is nothing to cut, we don’t get funding at all; no increase in funding available

· What is the impact on Structural Funds – have there been changes in the access and priorities due to the Economic Recovery Plans? Have these impacted negatively or positively on funding for combating poverty and social exclusion?

No idea about Structural Funds, they are mostly used by projects of the government(infrastructure c.a.). EAPN/Netherlands doesn’t (and didn’t)  receive any funding from Struct. Funds (no direct impact on funding for combating poverty and soc. Exclusion)

5. What alternative proposals are being made by other stakeholders? (eg Trade Unions, academics, NGOs)? How far are you in agreement with these?

No structural proposals known, talking, talking and trying to keep the ship floating

6. Has EAPN responded? Is so, what are EAPN proposals/actions? If not , what are the main obstacles?

Respons on what? Probably next week we will know more about this –recovery package.

Thanks for your help and contributions!.. Please return to Sian Jones at sian.jones@eapn.eu before the 4th September 2009.
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