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Objectives of the GA + Conference:

Developing EAPN's key messages around the "EU we want"

Facilitating exchange between networks and preparation for 2010

Building alliances to create a society more favourable to the fight against poverty
Ensuring membership engagement in the statutory business of EAPN

Background to the Conference

EAPN will hold its 200 General Assembly in Vienna this June. The General Assembly will incorporate a
Conference which will be held on 11 and 12 June with the title “Social Progress in a time of Crisis — Imagining
the EU We Want”. This conference will be open to EAPN delegates to the General Assembly and to invited
guests from organisations and institutions with whom EAPN wishes to further strengthen alliances in order to
achieve a Europe free of poverty where everybody has access to fundamental rights.

This conference builds on an ongoing reflection which EAPN has sought to generate about the ‘EU We Want'. In
particular this conference builds on the outcome of a conference held by EAPN in September 2007 under the title
‘An EU Free of Poverty is Possible”. This conference confirmed that the policy lobbying work engaged in by
EAPN was on the right tracks but was unlikely to reverse the growing trend towards inequality and the reality of
the 79 million people experiencing poverty unless a new paradigm takes hold and influences EU policy making.
The Conference indentified 5 key messages that need to be further elaborated and better understood by policy
makers and the society in general if we are to achieve a new paradigm capable of creating a society more
favorable to the fight against poverty and social exclusion. These five messages are:

e That Social Progress is possible and we need to overcome fatalistic attitudes which suggest that
there are no alternatives to the present models of development.

e That we need to break stereotypes about people experiencing poverty, defend human dignity and
assert the importance of social rights as human rights.

e That more and better democracy is needed to ensure decent societies free of poverty and social
exclusion.

e That a fairer distribution of wealth and a focus on addressing inequalities are essential for the
fight against poverty.

o That the fight against poverty globally and the fight against poverty in Europe needs to be one
and the same struggle.

The Economic crisis which is now taking hold would seem to indicate the validity of these messages. The
Conference in Vienna is intended to provide a space for a deeper reflection on these messages and to identify
ways to more clearly present such messages so that they can be more widely understood and that they can bring
pressure to ensure that social progress is the real goal of the responses to the current crisis.

The conference in Vienna takes place in the run up to the 2010 EU Year against poverty and social exclusion.
Such a European Year provides a unique opportunity to build awareness about poverty and social exclusion and
to generate momentum to recommit to building societies capable of delivering a good life for all. It is hoped that
the outcome of the conference will help to shape the types of messages that will be needed if 2010 is to be a
turning point in the fight against poverty and social exclusion.

EAPN GA 2009 Social Progress in a Time of Crisis 2



Wednesday 10 June

15.00

Project visits (for those who arrive earlier)
Project visits will be arranged in the afternoon for delegates who come early.
Please see separate document on project visits

Doc Ref;
GA/09/04

16.00 — 18.30|Executive Committee meeting (En/Fr/Sp) Main venue

18.00 - 19.00|Project visit at Café Max - Stubenring 16, 1010 Wien

19.00 - 21.00|Dinner for ExCo and Participants of Project visits at Café Max (see doc on project visits)

Thursday 11 June

Morning: Informal Opening of the General Assembly
Exchange between Networks and European Organisations and General Assembly Business
Room:
( Interpretation: En/Fr/De/Sp )

Registration of delegates

Main venue (Bildungszentrum der Arbeiterkammer Wien, Theresianumgasse 16-18)

8.00-9.00 Registration of Delegates

9.00-9.15 |Welcome
Words of Welcome from EAPN: Ludo Horemans, President EAPN
Words of welcome from Austrian Network

9.15 European Organisations Meeting — Main Plenary Room

9.15-10.45 |Market Place: Exchange between Networks and European Organisations — Doc Ref:
Sharing ides for 2010 GA/09/17

Networks and European Organisations will be asked to bring material and posters — there will be
a session where they can introduce themselves and their delegates and raise attention to some
of the highlights of their work — with a special focus on ideas and plans for 2010.

This will be combined with the coffee break giving participants more time to exchange ...

10.45-11.15 |TealCoffee

11.15- 13.00 |General Assembly Business

Welcome and ratification of delegates (Ref: GA/09/19) vote
Apologies — Nomination of Proxies

Approval of new National Networks and European Organisations in membership of EAPN (Ref: vote
GA/09/06)

Ratification of the Executive Committee 2009 — 2012 vote
Presentation of Candidates for the Bureau 2009 — 2012 (Ref: GA/09/20)

Approval of minutes of 2008 General Assembly (Ref: GA/09/07) vote
Presentation and adoption of activity report 2008 (Ref: GA/09/08) vote
Presentation and adoption of Financial report and auditors’ report 2008 (Ref: GA/09/09 and vote
GA/09/10 and GA/09/11)

Granting of Discharge to the members of the Executive Committee vote

Presentation of work programme for 2010 (Ref: GA/09/12)

Presentation of Resolutions related to the work Programme (Ref: GA/09/13)

Presentation of the budget for 2010 (Ref: GA/09/14)

Presentation of resolutions not related to the work programme (Ref: GA/09/16)
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‘Presentation of Final Declaration (Ref: GA/09/15)

Afternoon: Official Opening of the GA and Conference

Social Progress in a Time of Crisis
Imagining the EU We Want

Venue: Main Conference Hall:

( Interpretation: En/Fr/De/Sp )

13.00-14.30

Lunch

14.30 - 17.00

Words of welcome:

Ludo Horemans, President EAPN
Michaela Moser, Chair of Die Armutskonferenz./EAPN Austria

Entering the Austrian social reality:

"No dosh to go round". Forum theater play by InterAct, Austria:

Performance of the interactive forum theatre play "No dosh to go round", which has been
developed and will also be performed by people experiencing poverty and covers many aspects
of the concrete realities and experiences of people living in poverty in Austria.

Social Realities in Austria and Europe — How to make progress in a time of crisis
Panel and Plenary Discussion

Moderator: Michaela Moser, Vice President EAPN

Peter Lelie, Social Inclusion Unit, DG Employment Social Affairs and Equal Opportunities
Ludo Horemans, President of EAPN

Rudolf Hundstorfer, Austrian Federal Minister of Labour, Social Affairs and Consumer
Protection

Judith Phringer, Die Armutskonferenz./EAPN Austria

Actors of the Forum theatre play

17.00- 17.30

Introduction and warm up for workshops:
Setting the themes and giving an overview; followed by division into the five working groups and
practical information on the venues and programme

20.00

Dinner at the main venue

Friday 12 June
Workshops & Close of the Conference

09.00-15.00

Workshops at different venues — see programme below
(See more detailed programme for the workshops: Ref: GA/09/18)
A coffee break at around 10.30 and a lunch break at 13.00 will be included in all the WS

ws 1

Interpretation

Social Progress in a Time of Crisis

Venue: Main conference hall
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En/Fr/Sp

Speakers:

Peter Wahl, WEED, Attac Germany

Chris Gardiner, Eurochild

Ludo Horemans, EAPN

Juan Mato, Spanish Ministry of Social Affairs
Sian Jones , EAPN

ws 2 Breaking Stereotypes: Communicating the Realities of Poverty
Interpretation|Venue: Club Stephansplatz 4, 1010 Wien
En/De
Speakers:
Teresa Hanley, Joseph Rowntree Foundation, UK — Input on: "Media, poverty and public
opinion"
Micheline Gerondal, EAPN
Martin Schenk, EAPN Austria,
Peter Gach, Austrian PeP-Delegate
Antoine Saint Denis, European Commission
Pauline Geoghegan, EAPN
ws 3 The need of more and better democracy
Interpretation|Venue: EU Permanent Representation in Austria, Kartner Ring 5-7, 1010 Wien
En/Fr
Speakers:
- Paulo Pedroso, Politician and Academic, Portugal,
- Tanya Basarab, EAPN
- Michael Wrentschur, InterAct, Austria
WS 4 A fairer distribution of wealth
Why more Equal Societies almost always do better!
Venue: Osterreichische Kontrollbank, Strauchgasse 3, 1010 Wien
Speakers:
Michaela Moser, EAPN
Helene Schuberth, Economist at the Austria National Bank
Richard Wilkinson, Professor emeritus at the University of Nottingham and author of ‘The Spirit
Level’ Why More Equal Societies almost always do better
ws 5 A global fight against poverty
En only Venue: AfroAsiatisches Institut, TiirkenstraBe 3, 1090 Wien
Speakers
Fintan Farrell, EAPN
Aye Aye Win, Dignity International, ESCRnet
Waltraud Rabitsch, Austrian Development Agency
Andrea Maksimovic, CONCORD/Solidar
15.00-15.30 |Way back to Main conference centre
15.30-16.00 |Coffee at main conference centre
16.00-17.30 |Plenary & Close of the Conference
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Chair: Izabella Marton: Vice President EAPN

Panel Input:

This plenary will begin with a set of reflections on the 5 Workshops outlined above. Rather than
a direct feed back from the workshops a person (each coming from a different type of Actor
involved in the conference) has been identified and asked to give a short reflection on what
impressions messages they take from the workshop in order to further stimulate discussion with
the participants following the panel inputs.

WS 1: Peter Lelie, European Commission, DG Employment, Social Affairs and Equal Opportunities
WS 2: Peter Kelly: EAPN UK

WS 3: Sonja Walbom, EAPN Sweden

WS 4: Simona Smolej, Social Protection Institute, Slovenia

WS 5: Laetitia Sedou, Civil Society Contact Group

Dialogue with participants

Closing words from the Chair

Departure of conference participants

20.00

Dinner for people who stay
at Brunnenpassage, Brunnengasse 71, Yppenplatz, 1160 Wien

Saturday 13 June

Statutory business and closing session
Room: Main Conference Venue
(Interpretation: EN/FR/GR)

9.00-10.30

Open Reflection Space: Chair Sonja Wallbom: Vice President EAPN

10.30 - 12.30

12.30-13.00

14.30 - 16.30
20.00

General Assembly Statutory Business (There will be a coffee break from 11.00 - 11.30)
Chair: Ludo Horemans, President of EAPN

Debate and Adoption of Resolutions related to the work Programme (Ref: GA/09/13)

vote

Debate and Adoption of work programme for 2010 (Ref: GA/09/12)

vote

Debate and Adoption of the budget for 2010 (Ref GA/09/14)

vote

Debate and Adoption of resolutions not related to the work programme (Ref: GA/09/16)

vote

Debate and Adoption of Final Declaration (Ref: GA/09/15)

vote

Closing of the GA and Conference:
Michaela Moser, Chair EAPN Austria
Ludo Horemans, President of EAPN

Lunch

Executive Committee Meeting, including election of Bureau 2009 - 2012

Dinner at Sonnensegel, Gallery and Project Space, Pressgasse 28, 1040 Wien

Sunday 14 June

Delegates depart
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