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· Introduction: Why a wealth explainer

· context of EAPN discussions
· Background of Financial crash 
· links between wealth – poverty – social polarization - inequality
· outlining EU and global context

· What people experiencing poverty think..


· What is wealth? Who are the wealthy ? How is it measured?
Data and perception
· Addressing the issue of lacking data and problems to ‘measure’ poverty
· Understanding and perceptions of wealth; incl. distinction between individual and corporate wealth and different perceptions N/S/E/W (important to include new member state/ex-soviet perception)
· Overview of existing data (e.g. World Wealth Report) including information on individual and corporate wealth and the concentration of wealth  and their problems
· Analysis of cross/cutting themes related to discrimination – who are the wealthy ie gender issues/ethnic minorities etc.
· Short intro to existing studies on wealth:
· box on ‘German wealth report’; 
· box on Austrian wealth report and criticism of alternative economists; 
· overview of some sociological studies on wealth; 
· and possible studies conducted by national banks etc.
· Some evidence from international studies eg role of world bank/IMF.
· Growing gaps: Social polarization and poverty production
· Introducing the concepts of inequality and of social polarization (Townsend)
· Consequences of Social Polarization
· Introducing the thought of ‘poverty production’ (Else Øyen)
· Ethical considerations

· Greed as a driving force linked to rising individualism/ underpinned by the neo-liberal economic model.
· Growing influence of the rich ( social philanthropy – what does it mean)
· Responsibilities 
· Alternative approaches to wealth

· ‘Public/collective wealth’:
The wealth of society that should be, and how it could be used by all 
· Concepts of ‘good life’
· Better redistribution? Should it be mentioned here?
· Fighting social polarization – working towards a better redistribution (taking into account the context of globalization)
· Introducing existing proposals for better redistribution (e.g. see suggestions Townsend, World Poverty) 
· Some specific proposals on better distribution eg individual calculations of income/ wealth – distribution based on need/solidarity. – link to minimum income.
· EAPN Vision?

 
 Information needed from NN/review group:
- Info about existing wealth studies etc. in the various countries (in some countries national banks are gathering that kind of data)


- Anecdotal material (English summaries of press articles etc., e.g. there are always extensive reports on ‘Christmas bonuses’ in the UK … 
�The Group pressed strongly that our focus should be primarily EU although referenced into the global context.


�The group raised whether we should at least include a final paragraph which sets EAPN vision – .





