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How to set up a transnational project after EQUAL? Will some specific transnational calls be issued? On 
which priorities? What can be the role of NGOs? The end of EQUAL raised numerous questions on how 
transnationality will be organized for the 2007-2013 programming period, and it seems that Member 
States and EU institutions still do not have all the answers.  
 
This information note will give you some key information on transnational ESF projects through a 
summary of the current developments, and links to relevant resources. In ANNEX you will find more 
detailed information on specific countries, mostly based on the information given by some Member 
States in Spring 2008.  
 
It focuses exclusively on transnationality within the ESF, and does not give any information on other 
channels, namely INTERREG IV C and URBACT (which  target primarily public authorities).  
 

1. How will transnational cooperation be organized across the EU?  
 
1.1. A new approach for 2007-2013 

 
Where to find transnationality in the ESF documents? Contrary to the last programming period, 
transnational cooperation is now integrated into ESF Operational Programmes (OPs) and can be 
organized in two main ways:  

- First, it can be identified as one specific priority axis: 42 of the 117 ESF programmes have a 
separate dedicated priority on Transnationality (France, Bulgaria, Romania for example). This 
amounts to a total of €1,5 Billion throughout the EU.  

- It can also be organised as a horizontal theme, integrated into several axis of the Operational 
Programmes to a larger or smaller degree (e.g.Malta). The total funding dedicated to 
transnationality as a horizontal element is estimated approximately €1,5 Billion. 

- In a number of countries, it has been organised as a combination of both approaches (Spain 
for example).  

 
Setting up of National Contact Points – The development of transnational cooperation requires 
increased assistance and coordination. Some coordination structures were therefore put in place at 
national and regional level, which are often based on the former EQUAL National Support Structures. In 
particular, National Contact Points on Transnationality are now in charge of providing guidance on 
transnationality implementation to intermediary bodies, supporting in searching a transnational partner, 
monitoring transnational activities, detecting best practices, coordinating with EU/regional contact 
points. When there is a specific axis on transnationality within the ESF Operational Programme, the 
National Contact Point can also be the intermediary body (example of Racine in France).  
 

� More information on the transnational contact points can be found on: 
http://www.transnationality.eu/view/ms_list  
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1.2. Types of projects and priorities 
 
Types of projects - Typical examples of transnational projects include the creation of networks, study 
visits, exchanges of good practices, seminars, research, publications, tools and methodologies (books, 
DVD, training materials…), mobility of actors, experimental projects. Transnationality is often seen in 
close link with innovation (France, Poland, England) and transnational project are sometimes 
encouraged to develop this aspect particularly.  Finally, it is important to understand that the level of 
transnationality in the projects can vary enormously, from national projects with a “minor” transnational 
element (for example only a final publication with transnational partners) to wider scale projects which 
are almost purely transnational (such as the thematic network on the social inclusion of Roma, see 
below).   
 
Are there priority themes? There might be a thematic focus or not. In most countries, transnationality 
has been integrated across different priority axis, which means almost all the priorities of the 
Operational Programme can be subject to transnational cooperation. This is especially the case for 
national projects with only a transnational element. Yet this does not prevent the Intermediary Body 
from determining specific areas and target groups in its own Action Plan (see Polish Guidelines on 
transnationality).  
 
Development of thematic networks – While national projects with a transnational element often do not 
have to fit within a focused theme, a targeted approach is emerging for bigger scale projects, in 
particular thematic networks which were developed recently by some Member States. Such networks 
are almost purely transnational and focus in particular on policy work and exchange of good practice:  

- Spain has developed a transnational network on the social inclusion of Roma  
- Germany has recently organized a seminar to develop thematic networks among others around 

integration of ex offenders, business creation, vocational integration of migrants, age 
management, asylum seekers.  

- Greeks and Cypriots are currently developing a network on youth unemployment.   
Other similar networks could be developed in coming months.  
 
1.3. Funding available and implementation  
 
Funding available - The total amount available for transnationality in all the ESF OPs is estimated to be 
€3 Billion (1,5 through a dedicated priority, 1,5 as a horizontal priority). Total budget devoted to 
transnationality will vary according to the countries, but as an example, the average annual grant for 
transnationality will be 80 000 € in France, where about 50 transnational projects are expected every 
year.  
 
Co-financing - The level of co-financing from the EU will depend from the area covered (ESF 
contribution being lower in competitiveness area, i.e. 55% maximum, while it is up to 85% in the 
convergence area). Looking for co-financing sources will often be left to the project promoters: in France 
for example, project promoters will have to find co-financing from private or public sources. In Romania, 
the specific call on transnational activity will require a co-financing of at least 2% for NGOs and 5% for 
private bodies.  
 
Areas covered and sharing of expenses - Transnational cooperation is possible with all EU countries. 
Depending on the OP, the project partners can be established at different levels: local, regional, 
national. In addition, transnational cooperation can in some countries involve partners which do not 
come from EU Member States (see Polish guidelines, p. 16). In general, each Member State will be 
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asked to cover the participation from its own representative in the project, with events being covered by 
the hosting Member State. Funding for shared action will be divided between the Member States.   
 
Will some specific calls be organized? When transnationality has been integrated as a horizontal 
priority across the whole Operational Programme, calls for transnational projects will happen as part of 
“normal” ESF calls. In case transnationality has been dedicated a specific priority axis (vertical 
integration), specific calls for projects will be launched. As an example, France’s call for transnational 
projects opened on 3rd March 2008 until 14th April. Another call will be launched next year. The Czech 
Republic has also launched its ESF transnational call.  In Poland, the first calls for proposals for 
transnational cooperation are planned in 2009.  
 

2. Where to find more information?  
 
Community of Practice 
 
The best way to get more information is to register on the website of the Community of Practice on 
Transnationality, which was primarily designed for Managing Authorities to facilitate networking on 
transnationality after EQUAL. Yet it is open to other actors, including NGOs. It will provide you with 
latest developments across the EU, national examples and links to National Contact Points:  

- Community of Practice on Transnationality (you need to register to see the information)  
- Overview of transnationality by Member State and Region (this section will also tell you who is 

the National Contact Point in your country/region) 
Please note you will not be able to see the pages unless you are registered. 
 
ESF Website 
 
Compared to the previous EQUAL website, the new European Social Fund website (the only one 
available to the general public) contains very little information on the modalities of transnational 
cooperation.  

- ESF website, transnationality  
 
EQUAL  
 
Transnationality was one of the main elements of the former EQUAL programme, which run until 2006. 
The programme’s website contains a high amount of resources, examples of projects and practical 
guides. Some sections are still running and being updated:  

- EQUAL website 
- EQUAL guide on transnational cooperation (several language versions can be found on: 

http://ec.europa.eu/employment_social/equal/about/key-doc_en.cfm#doc5)  
  
EAPN  
 
This note will also give you information on other modalities for transnational cooperation on social 
inclusion, including URBACT and INTERREG.  

- EAPN note on transnationality (September 2007) 
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ANNEX - Information by Member State (based on answer received from National Contact Points) 
 
BELGIUM 
 
Louis Vervloet 
louis.vervloet@wse.vlaanderen.be 
 
www.esf-agentschap.be  
 
First of all, I can only speak for Flanders, all you want to know on what the situation is in the French 
speaking Community or in the Brussels Region is something you will have to find out with them, there is 
not such a thing as a "Belgian" set of rules. 
  
Our priority on Transnationality forsees 4 different layers, from the most important to less important. 

- The first layer is collaboration between ESF authorities. 
- The second is transnat coop on the policy demand. 
- The third one are the opportunities coming out of the thematical work. 
- The fourth and less important of all is the purely project based transnat coop. 

 
Topics are to be decided on a yearly basis in our Horizontal Commission. Many of these themes require 
transnational agreements between the different authorities of the Member States. 
 
This is way it is impossible to say what the exact themes will be, on what level the cooperation will go on 
and what the exact timing will be.  
 
Since individual transnational projects are no priority for Flanders, it is very difficult to give you any idea 
whether or not a specific call for individual projects will be launched and on what theme. 
 
One thing is for sure, every theme will be strictly linked with the labour marked policy, thus the Lisbon 
Strategy. 
  
 
CYPRUS 
 
Information on the network on youth unemployment, led together with Greece  
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DENMARK 
 
Jakob Dragsdal Sørensen 
jso@ebst.dk 
 
Does Denmark envisage to promote specific ESF transnational projects on the “active inclusion” 
of people experiencing poverty (in the labour market)?  
  
Denmark has one ERDF-funded programme and one ESF-funded programme under the 
Competitiveness and Employment objective. Geographically, the funds from each of the two 
programmes can be applied throughout Denmark.  
  
The Danish Operational Programmes are a bit different than the model you suggest. First of all they are 
focused on four growth drivers; Innovation, new technology, human ressource and entrepreneurship. 
Secondly there are two priorities: "Better jobs" and "More jobs" - supplementet by  four cross cutting 
issues: Areas facing structural difficulties, equality policy, environmental policy and employment policy. 
  
More importantly, the implementation of the Danish OPs is for the largest part regionalised. 
Administratively Denmark is subdivided into five regions. The regions are responsible for regional 
business development by the use of regional growth forums, which are focal points for business 
development within the regions. The growth forums are the regional part of the Structural Fund 
programmes and inter alia will give priority to the application of funds. 
  
In conclusion, there is no specific transnational string in the Danish OPs, but some of the transnational 
themes are integrated in the cross cutting issues. The kind of projects you seem to imply are possible. If 
and how this is done, will be up to the individual regional growth forum. "Active inclusion" would typically 
be under the priority "More jobs", which is among other themes, meant to include groups in the 
workforce, that typically have experienced difficulties in entering the workforce. But you would have to 
contact the individual growth forum secretariats to ask about actual implementation. 
  
For specifically transnational projects we would like to refer to the programmes under the common 
European goal regarding territorial cooperation under the Regional Fund. 
 
Is a project envisaged on “partnership with civil society”, which is one of the key requisites of 
the European Social Fund Regulation (article 5, 3.1.e)?  
  
You would have to contact the individual growth forum secretariats to ask about actual implementation. 
 
When will the topics be decided?  
  
You would have to contact the individual growth forum secretariats to ask about actual implementation. 
 
With which countries is cooperation possible?  
  
There is no transnational string in the Danish structural Funds OPs. This means that there can only be 
Danish partners in a project funded by the Danish structural funds, but subdeliveries from other 
countries are possible as long as they contribute to the goals of the programmes in Denmark. For 
transnational projects we would like to refer to the programmes under the common European goal 
regarding territorial cooperation under the Regional Fund. For details about these, you would have to 
consult my colleauge Niels Bjerring hansen nbh@ebst.dk 
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What will be the co-financing requirement? Is a co-financing facility envisaged? 
  
Minimum 50 % of project costs have to be "national". The "national" co-financing can be from a number 
of sources, but there is no co-financing facilities as such. The five Danish regions have regional funding, 
which they can choose to use as co-financing for structural funds, but this is up to the individual 
regional growth forum. 
 
Have NGOs been involved in dialogue around the transnational dimension and will they be 
project partners?  
  
As already mentioned, there is no specific Transnational Dimension in the Danish OPs. On a general 
level I see no reason why NGOs should not be able to apply for or participate ind projects, as long as 
they have a danish legal entity. 
 
Where can I find more information? 
  
You will find information in English at: http://www.deaca.dk/eusupport 
 
When will the first calls be launched? 
  
The first calls in general have been launched. For calls of the nature you adress, you will have to 
consult the individual secretariats of the regional growth forums. 
  
If you have further questions or need clarifying, you are welcome to contact me on mail or +45 35 46 64 
28 
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FRANCE 
 
Vicki Donlevy 
Donlevy@racine.fr 
 
For information: www.racine.fr 
 
http://www.racine.fr/frontblocks_racine/navigation/news/Transnationalite2007-2013_Accueil-62-104907-
1.htm  
 
(extract from website) 

Contexte 
La France n’est pas seule en Europe à être confrontée aux défis posés, d’une part, par les 
discriminations sur le marché du travail et, d’autre part, par le besoin d’adapter continuellement sa main 
d’œuvre et de moderniser son marché du travail afin de rester compétitive.  
A des degrés divers, tous les Etats membres de l’Union européenne doivent y faire face. Les 
coopérations transnationales leur permettent de travailler ensemble, en mettant en commun leurs 
expériences afin de trouver des réponses innovantes. 
Depuis plus de quinze ans, le Fonds social européen (FSE), instrument financier de l’Union européenne 
en matière d’emploi et d’insertion professionnelle, encourage cette dimension transnationale.  
A travers différents programmes, le FSE a ainsi soutenu des échanges de pratiques et de méthodes, le 
transfert ou l’élaboration conjointe d’outils et de dispositifs, et la mobilité des acteurs clés entre Etats 
membres.  
Dans le cadre du dispositif « Actions innovantes transnationales », la programmation 2007-2013 du 
FSE en France offre la possibilité de soutenir des projets impliquant plusieurs pays de l’Union 
européenne.  

Les priorités  
Ce dispositif  permet le cofinancement de projets correspondant aux priorités suivantes :  
- projets dans les domaines de l’emploi et de l’inclusion sociale (priorité G : « Projets innovants et 
expérimentaux »)  
- activités de réseaux (priorité H :  « Partenariats pour l’innovation »)  
- projets de mobilité des personnes les plus fragilisées sur le marché du travail (priorité I :  « 
Coopération transnationale pour la mobilité »).  

Les caractéristiques des projets éligibles 
Pour connaître les caractéristiques générales des projets éligibles, cliquez ici.  

Financements 
Les crédits disponibles pour les projets s’élèvent à 4,275 M€ par an. 
Sur la base de 50 projets financés par an, une moyenne de 80 000 € de FSE pourra donc être versé à 
chaque projet. 
Le taux de cofinancement maximal du FSE est de 55%. 

Durée des projets 
Les opérations transnationales seront retenues pour une période de 12 mois maximum, sur une année 
calendaire. 
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Appels à projets 
Un premier appel à projets sur le volet national a eu lieu en début 2008. Il y aura un appel à projets par 
an. Pour en savoir plus.  

D’autres appels à projets pourront avoir lieu au niveau régional : pour en savoir plus, contactez la 
DRTEFP (Délégation régional du travail, de l’emploi et de la formation professionnelle) de votre région. 

 
GERMANY 
 
Invitation to May 2008 seminar on thematic networking (Hamburg) 
http://www.transnationality.eu/files/Invitation%20thematic%20networking%20May%202008_0.doc 
 
GREECE 
 
Information on the network on youth unemployment, led together with Cyprus 
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LUXEMBOURG 
 
Alain Calmes 
Assistance technique 
+ 352 2478 6192 
at.fse@webline.lu 
 
Does Luxembourg envisage to promote specific ESF transnational projects on the “active 
inclusion” of people experiencing poverty (in the labour market)?  
For the new period 2007-2013, one of the priority is “ Améliorer l’accès à l’emploi et l’inclusion durable 
dans le marché du travail”, so potentially we could have transnational projects on the “active inclusion”. 
But for the moment the first projects in this priority have no transnationality. And, if we have some 
transnationality in the future, the focus will be on Grand Region, that’s mean with our neighbours. 
 
Is a project envisaged on “partnership with civil society”, which is one of the key requisites of 
the European Social Fund Regulation (article 5, 3.1.e)?  
We had and we will have many projects “on partnership with civil society” but not specifically 
transnational. 
 
When will the topics be decided?  
It depends of the result of call on proposals, we cannot know in advance. 
 
With which countries is cooperation possible?  
With our neighbour as already said. 
 
What will be the co-financing requirement? Is a co-financing facility envisaged? 
Mainly public co-financing. 
 
Have NGOs been involved in dialogue around the transnational dimension and will they be 
project partners?  
For transnationality, we are not specifically promoting but NGO can propose projects. 
 
Where can I find more information? 
 www.fse.public.lu  
 
When will the first calls be launched? 
We will have another call for propsals this year. 
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MALTA 
 
Stephanie Chetcuti 
stephanie.g.chetcuti@gov.mt 
 
Does Malta envisage to promote specific ESF transnational projects on the “active inclusion” of 
people experiencing poverty (in the labour market)?  
Malta envisages to promote transnational activities at a horizontal level across all priority axes of the 
ESF programme for 2007-2013. A specific priority axis for social inclusion has been dedicated (Priority 
Axis 3, Focus Area 2). You may wish to read through the relevant part in our Operational Programme (p. 
67) which can be downloaded from our website: www.ppcd.gov.mt (click on the latest links and 
downloads, bottom centre).   
 
Is a project envisaged on “partnership with civil society”, which is one of the key requisites of 
the European Social Fund Regulation (article 5, 3.1.e)?  
Government intends to facilitate the dialogue with civil society and for this reason it intends to set up 
specific units (under Priority Axis 5, focus area of intervention 1 in order to build capacity in the civil 
society field.  
 
When will the topics be decided?  
As already mentioned, we are not envisaging focus on particular themes for our transnational activities 
but we are opting on a horizontal approach.  
 
With which countries is cooperation possible?  
Cooperation is open to all Member States.  
 
What will be the co-financing requirement? Is a co-financing facility envisaged? 
Project partners will be paid the flight costs, accomodation, the daily subsistence allowance and expert 
fees (in the case of partners delivering training or consultancy). However,some issues regarding cost 
eligibility are still under discussion.  
 
Have NGOs been involved in dialogue around the transnational dimension and will they be 
project partners?  
In our 2004-2006 experience (including EQUAL), NGOs have participated as project beneficiaries and 
patrners. Transnationality being a horizontal aspect of the programme was open for dialogue with 
stakeholders like all the other aspects of the 2007-2013 programme.  
 
Where can I find more information? 
More info on www.ppcd.gov.mt  
  
When will the first calls be launched? 
A first call was issued in August for Priority Axis 1 Focus Area 4 and Priority Axis 2 Focus Area 1. In 
January a second call was issued for Priority 
Axis 3 (all focus areas) and Priority Axis 1 ( Focus Areas 1, 2 and 3). A current call is specifically open 
for NGOs and social partners for Priority 
Axis 3 (all focus areas of intervention). The call is open till May 2nd.  
 
 
 
 



 11 

NETHERLANDS 
 
Brenda Gietema  

b.gietema@agentschapszw.nl 

In the Operational programme of the Netherlands, we have three priorities: to increase the labour force, 
to promote the social inclusion of the underprivileged in the labour force and to increase the adaptability 
of workers and enterprises and invest in human capital.  

In order to fulfil the first priority,  additional provisions to facilitate the access to the labour market for job-
seekers, such as “mother (or father) returners” who do not benefit from dole or social security 
allowances, people partly fit for work and elderly people on the dole, are being facilitated (Action A). 
Potential beneficiaries of these grants are municipalities or partnerships between municipalities and the 
national employment center (CWI) or partnerships between municipalities and the national executive 
body for employee insurances (UWV). 

In order to fulfil the second priority two actions are undertaken. The first action (Action B) is the 
reintegration of (ex-) detainees, people in preventive detention and youth custody centres. Secondly 
(Action C), schools who offer prolonged special education (vso) and practically oriented education (pro) 
to disabled pupils can apply for grants for labourmarket oriented activities for their pupils. 

In order to fulfil the third priority, two actions are undertaken : O&O funds (sectorfunds for ungoing 
training of employees, owned and managed by partnerships of employers organisations and trade 
unions) can apply for the co-financing of trainingcourses for low-skilled employees (Action D). The last 
action (Action E) regards social innovation. Every player on the market can ask for funding aimed at 
enterprises, sectors, SME’s and employees in enterprises or sectors.  

So we do fund national projects aimed at the social inclusion of the underpriviledged in the labour force. 
As for transnational projects, it still has to be decided which one(s) of the 5 actions will have a 
transnational component. I expect the decision will be made in a few months, after consultation of 
the relevant departments of different ministries.    
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POLAND 
 
Guidelines on transnationality (click on title) 
 
EN version of OP (click on title) 
 
Hanna Kadziela 
Hanna.Kadziela@mrr.gov.pl 
 
I would like to clarify some issues related to the implementation  of  the  transnational  projects  under  
Human Capital Operational Programme (HC OP): 
 
There are two priorities (Priority I implemented at central level and Priority VII implemented at regional 
level) under Polish OP which concentrate on the promotion of active inclusion of different groups 
threatened by social exclusion. Transnationality is a horizontal issue under HC OP and the TNC projects 
could be implemented within each of the priorities. 
 
Managing Authority will not define the topics/themes for transnational cooperation. Nevertheless 
Intermediate Bodies (IBs), responsible for the management of the priorities, (Priority I – IB: Ministry of 
Labour and Social Policy and Priority VII – 16 IBs: regional self-governments or other institutions 
indicated) could specify in their Annual Action Plans the areas of cooperation as well as the types of 
projects eligible for financing. As the first calls for proposals for transnational cooperation are planned in 
2009, the first Annual Action Plans defining these issues must be accepted before the end of December 
2008. 
 
There is a possibility to establish transnational cooperation with the project providers from the Member 
States as well as from other countries. 
 
According to a general principle the co-financing by a project provider is not required in Priority I and VII. 
Nevertheless IBs could define other provisions related to this issue. 
 
The NGOs are involved in all stages of the HC OP implementation, including programming and 
monitoring of the programme. Moreover, the representatives of this sector participate in the Working 
Group of Monitoring Committee responsible for horizontal issues in HC OP. This body is in charge of 
working out an implementation system for TNC projects, including development of proposal for selection 
criteria related to the TNC projects, as well as of monitoring of transnational cooperation. 
 
According to the general principle NGOs could be project providers and partners in the ESF projects. 
 
Please  find  attached to this e-mail the unofficial English version of our OP   and   Guidelines   for   
implementation  of  innovative  projects  and transnational  cooperation  (these  documents  should  be 
also available on www.transnationality.eu or they will be in the near future). 
 
If  you  need  any  additional  information  related  to the details of the implementation  of  the  TNC 
projects under Priority I and VII, please find below  the  list  of  the  contact  points in the institutions 
which are in charge of the management of these priorities. They are also responsible for launching of 
calls as well as for preparation of the Annual Action Plans, I have mentioned before: 
 
Priority I – IB: Ministry of Labour and Social Policy: 
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Zuzanna    Rojek    -   zuzanna.rojek@mpips.gov.pl;   Patrycja   Tymcio   - 
patrycja.tymcio@mpips.gov.pl 
 
Priority VII –  IBs:  16 regional self-governments (or other institutions indicated): 
 
1.    Intermediate Body – Office of the Marshal (Dolnośląskie): Bartłomiej 
Krzywicki - bartlomiej.krzywicki@umwd.pl 
2.    Intermediate Body – Office of the Marshal (Kujawsko-Pomorskie): 
Miłosz Bubnow - m.bubnow@kujawsko-pomorskie.pl; Michał Heller - m.heller@kujawsko-pomorskie.pl 
3.    Intermediate Body – Office of the Marshal (Lubelskie): Agnieszka 
Pidek – Klepacz - agnieszka.klepacz@lubelskie.pl 
4.    Intermediate Body – Office of the Marshal (Lubuskie): Marta 
Skowrońska-Sobich - m.skowronska@efs.lubuskie.pl 
5.    Intermediate Body – Office of the Marshal (Łódzkie): Magdalena Bujak 
- magdalena.bujak@lodzkie.pl 
6.    Intermediate Body – Office of the Marshal (Małopolskie): Tomasz 
Kasprzycki - tkas@malopolska.mw.gov.pl; Barbara Porębska - bpor@malopolska.mw.gov.pl 
7.    Intermediate Body – Office of the Marshal (Mazowieckie): Joanna 
Orłowska - j.orlowska@mazovia.pl 
8.    Intermediate Body – Office of the Marshal (Opolskie): Katarzyna 
Trumpus - k.trumpus@umwo.opole.pl 
9.    Intermediate Body – Voivodship Employment Office in Rzeszów 
(Podkarpackie): Justyna Jeleń - jjelen@wup-rzeszow.pl; Joanna Chrobak - jchrobak@wup-rzeszow.pl 
10.   Intermediate Body – Office of the Marshal (Podlaskie): Izabela Łokić 
- izabela.lokic@wrotapodlasia.pl; Piotr Aleksiejuk - piotr.aleksiejuk@wrotapodlasia.pl 
11.   Intermediate Body – Office of the Marshal (Pomorskie): Katarzyna 
Puwalska - k.puwalska@woj-pomorskie.pl; Katarzyna Werner - k.werner@woj-pomorskie.pl 
12.   Intermediate Body – Office of the Marshal (Śląskie): Aleksandra 
Piekielnik - apiekielnik@silesia-region.pl; Jagoda Kwietniowska - jkwietniowska@silesia-region.pl 
13.   Intermediate Body – Office of Regional Development (Świętokrzyskie): 
Sergiusz Gałwiaczek - sergiusz.galwiaczek@pokl.sbrr.pl 
14.   Intermediate Body – Office of the Marshal (Warmińsko-Mazurskie): 
Joanna Pietrukaniec - j.chorzelewska@warmia.mazury.pl 
15.   Intermediate Body – Voivodship Employment Office in Poznań 
(Wielkopolskie): Magdalena Antkowiak - infoefs@wup.poznan.pl 
16.   Intermediate Body – Voivodship Employment Office in Szczecin 
(Zachodniopomorskie): Katarzyna Brzychcy - katarzyna_brzychcy@wup.pl; Marcin Delektowski - 
marcin_delektowski@wup.pl 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 14 

PORTUGAL 
 
Rui.Fiolhais 
rui.fiolhais@poph.qren.pt 
 
Does Portugal envisage to promote specific ESF transnational projects on the “active inclusion” 
of people experiencing poverty (in the labour market)?  
 
Yes, it is possible for organizations working in that field to design projects that target people 
experiencing poverty and part of the project could have a transnational component. That dimension 
could focus different layers, it could target directly trainees, trainers, or specific aspects of working 
methodology.   
 
Is a project envisaged on “partnership with civil society”, which is one of the key requisites of 
the European Social Fund Regulation (article 5, 3.1.e)?  
 
The partnership dimension of projects who target poor people or social disadvantages groups, have on 
the selection criteria’s the focus on this dimension, because it is one of the key successful element for 
inclusion of this people in the wider community, and of course as a strategy of merging resources and 
knowledge from several organizations to tackle this very hard and specific inclusion problems’ and 
processes that appear in the territories or communities were this problems have a wider expression.   
 
When will the topics be decided?  
They are already decided and they are being used in the selection of the proposals.  
 
With which countries is cooperation possible?  
With all EU Member States. 
 
What will be the co-financing requirement? Is a co-financing facility envisaged?  
This dimension is integrated in the project and as so it is a decision of the project leader to define witch 
component is to be used in a transnational activate, the co-financing is the same for the entire project 
with or without the transnational or partnership element.  
 
Have NGOs been involved in dialogue around the transnational dimension and will they be 
project partners?  
This dimension is also the responsibility of the NGO, they only need to present a working proposal to 
the managing authority and identify the partner with they want to work with. 
 
Where can I find more information?  
You can find this information, for now on in Portuguese, on the programme web site, www.poph.qren.pt, 
and we are preparing a technical document that highlight this aspects and give the more visibility to the 
project promoters, so they can incorporate them more easily in there working proposals. 
 
When will the first calls be launched?  
They’re already been launched and we consider possible to have a new call in the end of the year or in 
the beginning of 2009. This information will be posted in the programme web site. 
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ROMANIA 
 
Adrian Bodonea 
adrian.bodonea@fseromania.ro 
 
Does Romania envisage to promote specific ESF transnational projects on the “active inclusion” 
of people experiencing poverty (in the labour market)? 
 
In Romania, trans-national initiatives will be promoted mainly with a view to creating a more 
permissive, flexible and inclusive labour market. In fact trans-national co-operation is integrated 
in all other priorities of our Sectoral Operational Programme Human Resources Development (SOP 
HRD). 
 
Romania promote specific ESF transnational projects on the “active inclusion” of people experiencing 
poverty through the SOP HRD, Priority Axis 6 “Promoting social inclusion”, Key Area of Intervention 
6.4. “Trans-national initiatives on inclusive labour market”. 
 
The indicative operations financed are: 

� Supporting trans-national initiatives and partnerships at European level aiming to develop 
human resources and create an inclusive labour market; 

� Developing joint programmes for promoting employment; 
� Developing new methods for combating discrimination and inequalities on the labour market; 
� Setting-up partnerships for sharing experiences on adaptation of vocational training to new 

technologies; 
� Promoting transfer of expertise on inclusion and employment of the long-term unemployed; 
� Trans-national exchanges of experience and good practices for Managing Authority and 

Intermediate Bodies; 
� Developing comparative trans-national studies. 

 
Partnerships with EU partners who proved successful in integrating and attracting people in education 
and employment will be encouraged, benefiting thus from the dissemination of innovative initiatives, 
experience, results and best practices. Trans-national co-operation will cover a broad range of activities 
as: exchange of information and people between administrations, trainers, stakeholders in labour 
market and social policies, adaptation and transfer of experience from other countries, studies and 
assessments, joint actions. 
 
Have NGOs been involved in dialogue around the transnational dimension and will they be 
project partners? 
 
Partnerships and trans-national co-operation is encouraged in all the projects financed through SOP 
HRD.  
In the dedicated Key Area of Intervention 6.4., ”Trans-national initiatives on inclusive labour 
market”, between the eligible beneficiaries are: NGOs (associations and foundations), trade unions and 
employers’ organisations, private social services providers, SMEs associations, Sectoral Committees, 
Professional associations, members of Local Partnerships for Employment and Social Inclusion 
(institutions and organisations). 
 
When will the first calls be launched? 
Managing Authority SOP HRD launched the first calls on February 15, 2008, for project proposals with 
horizontal theme transnational co-operation and partnership. 
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For the dedicated Key Area of Intervention 6.4., “Trans-national initiatives on inclusive labour market”, 
we estimate that the first call will be launched on 16th of April 2008.  
 
With which countries is cooperation possible? 
All the beneficiaries may have partners from EU Member States.  
 
What will be the co-financing requirement? Is a co-financing facility envisaged? 
Co-financing requirement is specific for each Key Area of Intervention (KAI).  
For the KAI 6.4.,”Trans-national initiatives on inclusive labour market”, the minimum eligible 
contribution of the beneficiary is 2% for NGOs and 5% for private bodies. 
 
Where can I find more information? 
You can find all the necessary information on programming documents and on launching of call for 
proposals on our web site: www.fseromania.ro.  
 
 
SPAIN 
 
Information on the transnational network on the social inclusion of Roma  
 
22 May conference on transnationality, 
http://www.transnationality.eu/files/PROGRAMA%20JORNADA%202007-2013%20english.doc  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 17 

UNITED KINGDOM 
 
Will Thompson 
Will.THOMPSON@jiu.gsi.gov.uk  
 
There is no single position on transnational cooperation under ESF in the UK. 
 
There are four Managing Authorities – England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland and each has 
responsibility for its own discrete national programmes. 
 
In England assessment and selection of projects will take place at regional level and the priority given to 
transnational cooperation may vary from region to region.  For more information on the regional 
programmes go to www.esf.gov.uk - Regions 
 
The England OP links transnational cooperation with Innovation and suggests it will be undertaken at a 
strategic rather than project level. 
 
An Innovation, TNC & Mainstreaming sub-committee of the England programme monitoring committee 
has been established. 
 
Decisions on the implementation arrangements for transnational cooperation are not yet finalised. 
 
If you want to know more about arrangements for transnational cooperation in Wales you should contact 
Jane McMillan at jane.mcmillan@wales.gsi.gov.uk 
 
If you want to know more about arrangements for transnational cooperation in Northern Ireland you 
should contact John Neill at john.neill@delni.gov.uk 
 
Scotland has not appointed a transnational contact point at this time. 
 


