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Questionnaire 1st Stage of Gathering Information

Case Studies on Mainstreaming Participation in EAPN National Networks

Please try to answer within maximum 2 pages. 

The purpose of this study is to gather tools and methods used by National Networks to mainstream participation. It does not aim at gathering examples of projects but looks at one step further: implementation of participation in the work carried out by National Networks.  

When answering these questions, please describe the examples that do not refer to the National Preparatory Process for the European Meetings of People Experiencing Poverty, as this is well reflected in the preparation and reporting phases of each meeting. However, if there is a practice of mainstreaming participation in the National Network that has emerged as a result of the National Preparatory Process, you are welcome to share it with us!

The information gathered will be made available to all the members on the member’s section of the EAPN website. The variety of models will also be included in a publication on participation case studies.   

1. Do you have a strategy of making the work in the national network participatory or have you started to develop one? How does it evolve?

We do have this participatory system in the organizations of our network from the beginning of the founding of the organizations and this also is a natural part of the work of our EAPN/network.

By continuously pressing/pushing government(local, national) to persuade them to give the possibility to participation to people (claimants) we succeeded in having the start of this participation in 1984. Then in 1996 it became an obligation by law to local authorities to have this -participation – at local level in their policy. Later on it became –participation- a natural issue at all kind of  cooperation between organizations, institutes, (local,national) government a.s.o.. 

2. Do you have a clear definition of participation? If yes, what is it?

Participation- the possibility of being involved/having a say in all parts of your life  as well in  society as at work

3. Describe examples of developing the participation approach in your national network and members (can be methods, tools, policy, lobby action, training, or other) which are not a one-time project.  

We have offered/done(training-foundation L.K.U.) a lot of training to empower people to pick up –participation- at all levels

Please include the name of organization and the contact person’s details. 

Member-organizations of EAPN

LKU-(Landelijke Kaderscholing Uitkeringsgerechtigden) National Cadre Training Foundation)

Contactperson Alida Smeekes

Thank you for taking time and answering these questions! 

Please send the completed questionnaire to Tanya.basarab@eapn.skynet.be by 25 March 2008
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