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Value of anti poverty NGOs contributing to better EU policies to tackle poverty and exclusion (based on conclusions from 2009 Seminar)

These arguments can be adapted by your National Network and used in your dialogue with the government on funding. It includes general arguments on the role of anti poverty NGOs as well as specific ones on the contribution that NGOs and National Networks make to policy making. 
The EU-funded transnational project Mainstreaming Social Inclusion finds that “wider public participation increases the pool of knowledge to be drawn on and can provide detailed and specific evidence that experts often miss... and by hearing from the wider population, more appropriate and effective policies and legislation are developed that have the support of people”.
 

This is well reflected in the European Commission’s Guidance Note on the National Strategic Reports ”…the report should outline how the quality of this involvement is assured. This  requires examining to what extent a genuine participatory element is ensured, e.g. through exchange of views, rather than mere information sessions, whether stakeholders' views and experiences both with respect to needs identified and proposed solutions are reflected in policy development and implementation.”
 

Bringing added value to the policy making cycle

· Anti poverty NGOs bring added value to policies because of their direct contact with people experiencing poverty and social exclusion by empowering people to effectively engage with policy-making; they form broad and inclusive networks, ensuring that all affected groups have a say in the policy making process;

· Anti poverty NGOs and their networks bridge the local, regional, national and the EU agenda; 

· Anti poverty NGOs develop expertise and can support the development of evidence-based information and act as a barometer on poverty. NGOs complement the official statistics by monitoring the reality of poverty stricken groups and identify the causes and new issues to be taken up by policy making. 

· Anti poverty NGOs monitor the impact of policies and provide feedback to governments on their policies and consultative initiatives, analyzing them from the perspective of people experiencing poverty. 

· By engaging in transnational cooperation, anti poverty NGOs profile their national expertise and approaches to poverty reduction and help compare and contrast knowledge and innovation from other EU member states;

· Anti poverty NGOs bring focus to cross-cutting issues in poverty such as gender and non discrimination) ensuring that policies propose coherent solutions. 

· Anti poverty NGOs and their networks continuously build the capacity of the sector to analyze policies and engage with advocacy and lobby activities; 

Engaging with the Open Method of Coordination

· They  have become key stakeholders in the governance process giving important external input to the design, development and evaluation the National Action Plans for Inclusion and the National Strategic Reports on Social Protection and Social Inclusion.

· Anti poverty NGOs have been complementing the OMC peer learning from the NGO perspective, and have contributed to more creative policy making keeping the NAPs up to date with the latest trends of poverty and social exclusion;

Providing crucial services to people in need

· Anti poverty NGOs provide a variety of social services and services of general interest to people experiencing poverty; 

· Anti poverty NGOs develop innovative services responding to local needs, through projects and longer term programmes which can inform policy making decisions;
· Anti poverty NGOs ensure that the user perspective of people in poverty is integrated into quality assurance mechanisms in the management of social services
EAPN continues to press for better quality engagement in the design, delivery and evaluation of national anti-poverty policies and measures and the need to go further by establishing an on-going structured dialogue between governments at national and local level and stakeholders which include people experiencing poverty, in the whole cycle of the strategy development and delivery.
 The current economic context increases the urgency to support financially the involvmenet of NGO’s who are in touch with the reality of the social impact.

2.2. NGOs empower people experiencing poverty and social exclusion and their organizations 

· NGOs often reach the most excluded groups, support their empowerment and accompany them into a more active participation in society;

· Anti poverty NGOs and their Networks organize information, awareness raising and training activities for organizations of people experiencing poverty; 

· They develop and implement participative methodologies ensuring that individual people experiencing poverty take active part in processes that impact their lives;

· Anti poverty NGOs create employment opportunities and offer lifelong and lifewide learning opportunities, which increase the active citizenship of various disadvantaged groups and individuals; 

· Through all of their work, anti poverty NGOs empower people and develop pathways out of poverty. 

2.3. Anti poverty NGOs contribute to stronger democracy and better social cohesion 
· By promoting a rights-based approach, anti poverty NGOs contribute to a better understanding of the causes of poverty in society and better social justice;
· They raise society awareness of the existence of poverty in all societies, rich and poor;

· They provide a concrete model of participative engagement and delivery of services which can strengthen the development of participative democracy.

· Their work increases social cohesion and promotes the sharing of economic benefits;

· Their commitment to active participation and support to people experiencing poverty and social exclusion in policy processes, helps promote more accountable policy making and brings credibility to the civil dialogue and participatory democracy processes.

� Better policies, better outcomes, promoting mainstreaming of social inclusion, � HYPERLINK "http://www.europemsi.org" ��www.europemsi.org� 


� Guidance note for preparing national strategy Reports on social protection and social Inclusion  2008-2010, http://ec.europa.eu/employment_social/spsi/docs/social_inclusion/2008/080207_guidance_note_nsrs_cln_en.pdf


� EAPN Report on the National Action Plans 2008-10
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