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EAPN paper on the Inclusion of Young People

Thematic overview of fiche results
1. What are the main problems facing young people in your country?
· Labour market: Unemployment (including long-term) / Underemployment / Low wages / Part time jobs / Undeclared work (CZ, EE, DE, IC, IE, IT, MK, NL, PL, PT, RO, UK);

· Education: unequal access, segregation, lack of programmes, low completion rate, drop-out, lack of skills, mismatches (CZ, DE, IE, IT, NL, PL, PT, RO, UK)
· Poverty, including intergenerational (CZ, EE, DE, IE, PL, PT, RO, UK)
· Discrimination: Migrant / minority, disability (CZ, DE, IE, PT, UK)

· Lack of services: housing (IC, IE, PL, UK), transport (CY – children), free time programmes (CZ); disability services (IE, PL); social services (MK, RO, UK)
· Drug use, including tobacco, alcohol, illegal substances (CZ, EE, IE, PL)

· Emigration (EE, IE, MK, PL, RO)
· Social protection: low or no coverage (IC, IE, NL, UK)

· Roma youth, facing multiple obstacles (CZ, PT; RO)

· Participation in decision-making (CY – children; IE)
· Stereotyping by the media (IE, UK)
Other:

· Poor support for transitions (DE)
· Bullying (IE)
· Lack of coherent policy approach (PL)
· Family planning / young (single) parents (PL)
· Young people whose parents are abroad for many years (RO)
· HIV/AIDS – the 20 to 25 year old age group are 60% of infections (RO)
· Mental health (UK)
2. What are the main causes leading to youth exclusion, poverty, and unemployment? 
· Background – social origin, ethnicity, gender, disability (CZ, UK, EE, DE, IC, IE, IT, PL, PT, RO, UK)

· Vicious circle – Demotivation, shame, loss of hope (CZ, EE, IC, NL)

· Lack of wrap-around support services for vulnerable youth (CY, CZ, DE, IE, IT, MK, RO)

· Poor quality jobs & undeclared work  (DE, IT, MK, NL, PT, RO, UK, FEANTSA)

· Lack of (entry level) jobs (CZ, EE, IE, MK, PT, RO, UK, FEANTSA)

· Education system does not prepare one for adulthood and the labour market – mismatch or low quality (CY – children, CZ, DE, IE, PL, RO)

· No / low access to benefits (IE, ML, UK, FEANTSA)

· School drop-out, lack of educational attainment (EE, PT)

· Housing, or lack thereof, or unsustainable (NL, UK, FEANTSA)

· Lack of statistics on children / youth poverty (CY, PL)

Other:

· Media misreporting on youth (IE)
3. What could be some policy solutions to tackle this situation?
· Inclusive and supportive active labour market policies for youth (CZ, EE, IE, PL, PT, RO, UK, FEANTSA)

· Better cooperation between education and employers (EE, DE, IC, IT, PL, PT, RO)

· Create quality jobs, accessible to youth (IE, IT, MK, PT, RO, UK)

· Fight discrimination and inequalities (CZ, EE, DE, IE, RO)

· Improve and support meaningful participation  (CY, EE, IE, MK)

· Access to adequate, affordable accommodation (IC, IE, UK, FEANTSA)

· Youth Guarantee (MK, NL, RO, UK)

· Increased social benefits for children and youth (DE, IC, IT, UK)

· Support free time, artistic, voluntary, sports and education activities (CZ, EE, IC, PL)

· Invest in youth in rural and deprived areas (IT, PT, RO)

· Financial support for education – scholarships, grants (CZ, IT, UK)

· Sufficient funding for youth programmes and services  (EE, IE, UK)
· Drug prevention (CZ, PL)

Other:

· See children/youth as target groups in themselves, not within families only (CY)
· Support self-esteem and confidence (CZ)

· Improve private and professional life balance of parents (DE)

4. What is the situation of the Youth Guarantee – do you have any information about its implementation, have you been involved with the National Implementation Plan? 
Most networks (IE, IT, PL, PT, RO, UK, + Finland through FEANTSA) report progress and consider it a good opportunity albeit with some limitations).  

Some networks (CZ, EE, NL) have no or limited knowledge of or involvement with the Youth Guarantee in their countries.

Some networks (IC, MK) are not Member States of the EU, so they do not have a Youth Guarantee. 
