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Dear Ms:Helfferich,
e

Commissioner Thyssen asked me to thank you for sending the reports on EAPN's
analysis of the 2015 CSRs on her behalf.

We have distributed your reports to the relevant desks within the Commission services
and we will look into your proposals carefully. In particular, the country-specific analysis
will help inform our work in the assessment of the recently concluded Semester and in
the near future when we begin preparing for the 2016 Semester. The direct input of
EAPN's national members provides a particularly valuable perspective. It is also a crucial
time thanks to this year's reflections on the Europe 2020 agenda and its mid-term review,
not to mention the recent discussion within the College of Commissioners on social

policy.

We share your view that more needs to be done in order to invest in effective social
protection and work towards quality job creation and inclusive labour markets. This year,
we have strengthened the social and employment dimension of the Semester. They focus
on fewer and more specific macro-economic-and social priorities than was the case in the
past. It is important to note that many country-specific recommendations touching on
aspects of social or labour market policy will also lead to a positive impact on poverty, if
implemented effectively. As you highlight in your annex, undertaking reforms such as
tapering the withdrawal of benefits (CSR for Ireland) and reducing the high tax wedge
for low income earners (CSR for Latvia) can also contribute to achieving the Europe
2020 poverty target.
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We appreciate your work and your commitment to active inclusion and the fight against
poverty, and we look forward to utilising your expertise further in our future activities,
particularly within the framework of our current 2014-2017 partnership agreement.

Yours sincerely,

S f;:;fan OLSSON
/Head of unit




