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Summary

� Why a conference on the crisis?

�What’s the role of Europe 2020?

�What are the aims?

�What will be discussed?

�What is our approach?
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Why a conference on the crisis?

�Crisis having a multi-faceted impact on people in poverty, 

most vulnerable and discriminated affected most

�Increasing social tensions/xenophobia and racism; a break 

down in trust and democracy

� Anti-poverty NGOs and people experiencing poverty are 

on the front line, but excluded from the debate 

� Policy choices at EU/MS level generating increase

�Crisis is not inevitable, but result of failure of current 

model – need to build alliances for change.



GETTING OUT OF THE CRISIS TOGETHER
Alternative approaches for an inclusive recovery

What’s the role of the EU/Europe 2020?
New EU Promises on Poverty….

� Inclusive growth, poverty target-at least 20 million by 2020, specific 

guideline (10), Flagship Platform against Poverty, 20% of SF for inclusion

Sidelined by economic priorities-save Euro/reduce deficits

� Annual Growth survey, Economic Governance Package, Euro Plus Pact, 

conditions of bail outs to Greece etc.

Lack of seriousness on poverty objective

� Failure to reach EU target, minimal focus in NRPs - beyond 

employment, Recommendations primarily on bottlenecks to growth.

Austerity strategy – forcing the poor to pay 

�Increasing poverty/no social impact of EU and government role.
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What are the aims of the 

conference?

1) A space for exchange on the social impact of the crisis 

and EU/government role.

2) To strengthen alliances to develop alternative pro-poor 

and development solutions

3) Empower members and people experiencing poverty to 

support mobilisation on the issues.
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What will be discussed?
Opening Plenary (9-10.30)

� Presenting EAPN’s position and debate with EU institutions: is the EU on the 

right track?  How will Europe 2020 reduce poverty in context of crisis response?

6 Morning Workshops (11.00 – 12.30)

� Social impact of the crisis and realities for people experiencing poverty – EAPN 

national view and mobilisation.

6 Afternoon Workshops (2.00 – 3.30)

� What alternative solutions are being developed? Macroeconomic,Cohesion, 

quality employment, social protection, universal services, democratic deficit.

Final Plenary (3.30 -5.00)

� Building alliances to promote alternatives, debate with key 

stakeholders on way forward, and audience
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What’s EAPN’s approach?
Re-engaging Hope and Expectations: Working paper drafted by Katherine Duffy 

and the EAPN Working Groups

Focus on:

� Causes of the Crisis

� Economic policy responses to crisis and recovery

� Social Impact of the crisis – view from the frontline

� EU contribution to combating poverty and exclusion

� Building a social and sustainable solution – EAPN proposals

Solutions section – Position paper to be finalised after 

conference with Nov EXCO.
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Key Messages?
1. Putting the financial economy at the service of the people

2. Preventing a slide into double dip recession

3. Investing in a better future

4. Supporting Tax Justice

5. Getting from greener growth to sustainable development

6. Strengthening Europe 2020

7. Reinvigorating the Social Model.
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Key Proposals
� Open and Inclusive governance

� Save the Euro – solidarity

� Put full quality employment and social protection at heart of Europe

� Back the role of the state – universal welfare

� Create better/useful jobs – social investment pact

� Share globally our wealth/knowledge

� Distribute wealth fairly

� Get our resources fairly

� Put people first – Active Inclusion

� Support poorer regions

� Measure our progress – beyond GDP.
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Your role?
� Listen, make comments and ask questions in plenary to decision-makers

� Share your experience/learning in the workshops and outside

� Contribute proposals on solutions and follow up with written input

� See how you can use the ideas/alliances at national level and/or in your 

work.

� Help EAPN in 2012 take forward these alternatives/alliances at EU and 

national level.
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5 Workshops : What’s our reality?

Preparing for tomorrow: Exchanging experiences 

and what key messages

� What consequences of the crisis/austerity policies on the ground?

� What is going wrong? What would improve the situation?

� Who are our allies?

� Any key messages?

Choose somebody to give feedback to plenary session at 16.30


