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April 2013

Subject: Implementation of the 2008 Active Inclusion Recommendation

Dear Minister X
We are writing to raise your attention to a worrying report recently issued by the European Commission on the implementation of the 2008 Active Inclusion Recommendation. The Recommendation is based on three mutually reinforcing pillars: adequate income support, access to quality services, and inclusive labour markets, which are aimed at ensuring professional integration for those who can work, and social participation for those who cannot. The report assesses the steps that different Member States of the EU have taken to implement the recommendation, looking at the three pillars individually, but also at integrated approaches.
We are very concerned to see that Member States have reported little progress in providing an integrated comprehensive strategy for active inclusion. Almost all are planning partial implementation but have difficulties with an integrated provision of active inclusion. In particular the report reveals that Xcountry is particularly weak in XXX
. Furthermore civil society organisations have reported limited involvement in the design and implementation of active inclusion strategies at national level. 
In the new Social Investment Package (SIP), the Commission insists that Member States “fully implement the Recommendation on Active Inclusion (2008) without further delay, including with funding from ESF and ERDF, integrating its three pillars: adequate income support, inclusive labour markets and enabling services”. Member States are also urged to “strengthen involvement of relevant stakeholders at all level, notably social partners and civil society organisations in the modernization of social policy as part of Europe 2020, and to give particular attention in the their NRP to social investment priorities and the implementation of active inclusion”.
Given our expertise in working with people furthest from the labour market and as a civil society organisation representing people experiencing poverty, EAPN X would therefore take this opportunity to request that we are more actively engaged in the implementation of the strategy. We urge you to immediately and fully implement the three pillars of the strategy in an integrated way and in particular to improve XXXX
. Finally we ask you to mainstream active inclusion in the National Reform Programme, including in the monitoring and evaluation. 

We are convinced that the active inclusion strategy is an essential tool to fight poverty and social exclusion in Xcountry. Therefore we hope you take into account our recommendations and please do not hesitate to contact us to discuss further our cooperation in this matter. 
Kind regards
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