EAPN – Alliances

Joint Social Conference / Alter Summit

Background Note for the Executive Committee Meeting, November 2012

Joint Social Conference

· Pan-European alliance, spin-off of the European Social Forum, bringing together trade unions and social movements / NGOs, to cooperate on social issues, since 2009. 

· Some names: important trade unions like the ETUC, EPSU, CGIL (Italy), FGTB & CNE (Belgium), FSU & CGT (France), CGTP (Portugal), Cartel ALFA (Romania), ver.di (Germany) etc; important movements like ATTAC, Coalition of Resistance (UK), Transform!, the Transnational Institute / Susan George, EuroMarches, Rosa Luxemburg, Tax Justice Network, the Campaign for the Welfare State (Norway) etc. 

· New members have joined during the past year from Serbia and the Czech Republic.
· EAPN involved since the beginning (2009), and part of the Initiative Committee.
· Two preparatory conferences organised (Spring and Autumn 2010) and two large international conferences (Spring Social Conference 2011 and 2012). 
· The alliance is receiving European funding since 2012. 

· Aim to replicate the EU-level coordination at national level and create such national alliances – already successful in Belgium, the UK, Italy etc.

· More information (including final declarations) (EN/FR): www.jointsocialconference.eu: Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/JointSocialConference?fref=ts 

AlterSummit

· Launched in 2012 by 53 European organisations (including EAPN), plus 11 networks of researchers and 24 European personalities.

· Aim: to claim back democracy and propose sustainable alternatives for the exit from the crisis; to oppose the neo-liberal paradigm and fight for a more social and fair Europe. 

· Slogan: “Another Europe NOW”.

· Upcoming activities: early 2012 – national events simultaneously in a number of a countries, under a common slogan and common demands.
· May 2012 – Large conference in Athens – “Alter Summit”. 
· More information, including the Call and Roadmap (EN/FR): http://www.altersummit.eu/; Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/AnotherEuropeNow
Florence 10 + 10

· Large European congress of trade unions and social movements / NGOs from the left, aimed at: stock-taking 10 years after the first ESF in Florence, looking ahead on how to foster more and better cooperation in the next 10 years. 

· 4 days (8-11 November), over 3000 people, a multitude of parallel activities, including workshops, interactive seminars, plenaries, street manifestations, street party.

· EAPN leading on a workshop dedicated to social protection, together with Global Social Justice, Social Watch Italy, and EuroMarches (8 November 2012, 14h-18h). 

· Joint Social Conference involved, its members leading on a number of activities.

· Planning meeting for the AlterSummit and the Athens conference on Sunday, November 11th. 

· More information (EN / FR/ IT): http://www.firenze1010.eu; Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/pages/Firenze-1010/138295942979261?fref=ts
Contact in the EAPN Secretariat: 

· Fintan Farrell, Director (fintan.farrell@eapn.eu); 

· Amana Ferro, Policy Officer (amana.ferro@eapn.eu). 

