EAPN Task Force:
Developing a toolkit to help National Networks to get engaged in the next programming period of Structural Funds (2014 – 2020)

Background
On the 6th of October, the European Commission published its legislative proposals regarding the future of Structural Funds
.

Building on the Budget Review Paper and the Fifth Cohesion Report, the Commission’s legislative package on the future of Structural Funds confirms that Cohesion Policy will play a decisive role in delivering on all the Europe 2020 targets.

EAPN welcomed
 the Commission’s proposal as a major step forward in ensuring that the ESF will steadily contribute to the delivery on the poverty reduction target. Its response was followed up by proposals of amendments sent to MEPs. EAPN is now coordinating jointly with 17 other social NGOs the EU Campaign EU Money for Poverty Reduction Now! 
The Draft Regulations are being discussed by the Council and the European Parliament. The final adoption is expected by the end of the year. 

But without waiting the final adoption of these Structural Funds’ Regulations, competent public authorities have already started to launch informal consultation processes.
At Commission’s level:

DG REGIO is piloting the drafting of an initial Commission position paper (framework document about the future programme structures and priorities for each Member State). The position papers will be used to launch the informal discussion with each Member State in the autumn of this year, in advance of the planned adoption of the legislation in early 2013.
Here is the agreed calendar the produce these Commission position papers:

· Mid-June: Input from the CSF DGS (AGRI, EMPL, MARE, REGIO) into the Commission position paper, taking into account inputs from other services

· End June: Pre-final position paper for all Member States based on contribution from four DGs and discussion with the SG country teams

· Beginning July: Interservice consultation on pre-final position paper for all Member States
· End July: Finalised Commission position paper

· Sept-December: Discussions with the MS on the basis of the Commission position paper

· 1st quarter 2013: Adoption of the Regulations and CSF, adoption of the negotiation mandate as Staff Working Document. 

It will also prepare the negotiation mandate that will guide the discussion btw the Commission and each MS about the OPs.  

 Thus, it is more than timely for EAPN to draft a toolkit to help its National Networks to get engaged in the next programming period of Structural Funds both in the Operational Programmes and the Partnership contracts (PCs).  

Objectives
· To inform National Networks about the key elements of the future SF Regulations that will impact on the drafting of the OPs and PCs. 

· To train National Networks about how to get engaged by providing accurate contacts at national level,  giving tips/ hints and showcasing  good practices. 
· To make National Networks key interlocutors on the next round of Structural Funds (2014-2020) from the drafting of OPs and PCs.  
Output
To develop a toolkit which will aim at helping National Networks to get engaged in the next programming period of Structural Funds (2014-2020). It would be a 15-20 pages document. This document will be presented during the next EU ISG meeting in November. This toolkit could be followed up by the elaboration of a training session. 
Possible key elements

· A short glossary of EU terms 

· A background part outlining the key features of the draft Regulations

· Some hints/ tips for a successful involvement 

· Good practices of NGOs involvement 

· Key contacts at national and EU level

· EAPN key messages 

Timeline
1st meeting: 2nd July in Brussels

Overall aim: discussing and agreeing on the scope, format and process of the toolkit

In between: work on a first draft of the toolkit

2nd meeting: by Mid-September

Overall aim: to have an in-depth discussion on the final draft and agree on the final process including the follow up. 

The toolkit will be published and disseminated at the end of September/ early October. 
Useful documents

2012: EAPN Response to the Commission’s draft legislative package for the EU Cohesion Policy (2014-2020) 
EAPN produced 3 editions of the Structural Funds’ Manual:

· 2009: EAPN Structural Funds Manual 2009-2011
· 2006: Manual on the management of the European Union Structural Funds, 2nd edition (available in EN, FR, PT, PO, HU and BU – click here
· 1999

� Proposals for Regulations: � HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/docoffic/official/regulation/pdf/2014/proposals/regulation/general/general_proposal_en.pdf" ��Common provisions on the European Regional Development Fund, the European Social Fund, the Cohesion Fund, the European Agricultural Fun for Rural Development and the European Maritime and Fisheries Fund�; � HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/docoffic/official/regulation/pdf/2014/proposals/regulation/esf/esf_proposal_en.pdf" ��European Social Fund�; � HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/docoffic/official/regulation/pdf/2014/proposals/regulation/cohesion/cohesion_proposal_en.pdf" ��Cohesion Fund�; � HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/docoffic/official/regulation/pdf/2014/proposals/regulation/erdf/erdf_proposal_en.pdf" ��European Regional Development Fund�� HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/docoffic/official/regulation/pdf/2014/proposals/regulation/egtc/egtc_proposal_en.pdf" ��; European Globalisation Adjustment Fund�; � HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/docoffic/official/regulation/pdf/2014/proposals/regulation/sci/sci_proposal_fr.pdf" ��European Union Programme for Social Change and Innovation�; � HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/docoffic/official/regulation/pdf/2014/proposals/regulation/etc/etc_proposal_en.pdf" ��European Territorial Cooperation�; � HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/docoffic/official/regulation/pdf/2014/proposals/regulation/egtc/egtc_proposal_en.pdf" ��European Grouping of Territorial Cooperation�, 06.10.2011. 


� EAPN Response to the Commission’s draft legislative package for the EU Cohesion Policy (2014-2020): � HYPERLINK "http://www.eapn.eu/images/stories/docs/EAPN-position-papers-and-reports/2012-eapn-response-to-the-commissions-legislative-package-on-sf-en.pdf" �http://www.eapn.eu/images/stories/docs/EAPN-position-papers-and-reports/2012-eapn-response-to-the-commissions-legislative-package-on-sf-en.pdf�





