  What is Child Poverty?  What are the causes and main factors?
What is child poverty?
Any definition of Child poverty must give consideration to a number of factors. These include a lack of resources which prevents individuals from accessing the necessary requirements in order to survive, develop and thrive within their particular community, culture and society.  Child poverty is relative to these circumstances and can prevent individuals from being able to access good and services, as well as being able to participate effectively in their society according to customs and norms. It is often 'not having what other take for granted'. Consideration therefore must be given to the impact of child poverty on the individual in terms of their physical and emotional wellbeing which are manifestations from being in poverty.  Income, access to goods and services as well as the ability to freely participate and engage are all part of  child poverty.  
Causes of child poverty
John McKendrich (Scotland) has identified the following causes
· Political will (lack of, commitment to – address the problem)

· Effectiveness of interventions pursued

· Behavioural – the issue here is one of the perception and scale.  It would not be credible to suggest that parents never contribute to the poverty that they experience (an extreme example – drug-abusing parent) but, to counter the Daily Mail and its equivalents

· This is not as widespread as some assume

· It is often more productive to explore why the behaviours – on the surface – of people experiencing poverty contribute to their poverty, i.e. to seek structural explanations for behaviours.

· Economy

In addition
Lack of resources to implement change or lack of sustainable resources
Environmental factors
Risk factors amongst some groups of individuals may be more acute dependent on circumstance and particular societies e.g. Disabled children.
Discrimination against certain individuals and groups being politically pursued e.g. Roma children
Focus on universal solutions with little or no consideration to targetted and selective well considered and resourced solutions.
Short termist policy interventions (politicians being less concerned with long terms strategic solutions)
Overeliance on the market to deliver (ideological pursuasions and positions) 
Unstable state, civil unrest and weak economy.
  What is the link between child poverty and child well-being?
It is widely established that poverty can have a detrimental impact - here and now and in the future - on well being.
 However, we often tend to ignore that experiences of poverty may also afford well-being.  Politically, this is sensitive to handle, e.g. The quality of family life of Charlie Buckett in Charlie and the Chocolate Factory. in no small measure by the conditions in which the family exist
· Places with more poverty tends ((in affluent nations) to be more likely to have a culture of using public space – enhancing the quality of community life

· … now, this is not to advocate child poverty … however, it is to acknowledge that child well-being is not exclusively the preserve of the rich. 

Child well being can be seen as a key indicator of the health of a particular society.  Therefore, a society may have low relative child poverty figures which, at face value may be seen as being positive. However, the well being of children in the very same society may indicate there is cause for concern.  Consideration of a number of key indicators of well being is a key consideration if we are to get a true picture of the circumstances in which individuals exist in a particular society.
  Can child poverty be transmitted from generation to generation?

· Sensitive interpretation required here …

· There is evidence (hard and anecdotal) to suggest that children living in poverty are more likely to grow up to be adults living in poverty – cannot (and should not) deny this. This is a question of risk.

· The issue of transmission is separate from risk – the issue here is that a glib interpretation of risk rates may lead to an equally glib interpretation that blames people for the poverty that they experience. An equally valid interpretation of risk rate would be to stress that social interventions (etc) have not been able to prevent poverty from being experienced in different generations of the same family.
  What should be the main solutions? Have you got any key good examples to highlight?

· Where child poverty is defined narrowly – using household income as a proxy for child poverty – then solutions are in the realm of redistribution of income.

· If we are to seek solutions to the broader definition or child poverty - by including a range of well being indicators - we must begin to address each of the causes of child poverty in turn ( see list above )
· We must also enhance public awareness and understanding of poverty by talking in relative and well being terms, considering the impact in the individual (now and in the future) as well as the health of socirty as a whole.
· We must involve individuals and the community in the solutions (including children)
· We must view child poverty as an infringement of children and human rights as otined by the UNCRC and related EU and UN frameworks.
· We must take a holistic approach and cannot expect Governments and politicians to tackle child poverty alone
· We must look at a range of solutions across different policy areas - health, education, housing etc.
· We must promote early intervention and adress problems at the earliest opportunity
· We must invest in the young. The economic gap between the young and old has widened significantly over the past decade fuelled by youth unemployment, housing costs, stagnant salaries and cost of higher and further education.
· Whilst we seek solutions to tackle the causes of child poverty, we need to provide short term interventions to mitigate the impact of poverty on those struggling now
· We need to set clear timetables for action and targets we wish to meet.
· We must talk in terms of inequality as well as exclusion.
  How can the EU help?
· No weakening of the resolve to champion the issue at the EU level.

· No using a focus on child well being as a way to shift attention away from ensuring the more children have access to an adequate level of resource to enable them to participate fully in society

· Clear leadership
· Medium to long term solutions with clear roadmap identifying how we reach targets
· Acceptance that work is not automatically a route out of poverty.
· Acceptance that the market alone cannot deliver positive change
· A will to engage with communites - listen and act.
· Recommendation on child poverty must be ambitious and also deliver change. We need an action plan, not just another narrative.
· These should be clear and strategic interface between the forthcoming Recommendation and the EU agenda on childrens rights.
· If children's rights are mainsteamed effectively this will include action on tackling child poverty.
· Robust monitoring framweork in place with annual review as to progress on meeting the Europe 2020 target.
· An impact assessment analysis must be developed for all EU policy solutions.
· Public awareness and understanding - the EU should have a role in this.
