Task Force: Child Poverty and Well-being Explainer

3rd July 2012

Main Decisions and Action Points

	No
	Item
	Decision or Action Point

	1.
	Objectives and Target Audience
	AGREED
· The proposed objectives from the background note were agreed – focus on challenging myths, raising awareness of core concepts and causes, and building consensus on concrete solutions. 

· Good practices would illustrate key points, rather than a comprehensive survey.

· Main target group more general public, other NGOs and media, rather than decision-makers specifically.  Schools and universities also an important group.

	2.
	Key Issues and Content
	AGREED

· Key issues agreed: causes, what is child poverty, what main factors, what is the reality, the link between child poverty and child well-being, rights-based approach to child poverty & reference to the UNCRC, challenging stereotypes and stigmatization blaming the parents and the impact of child poverty and shame on life chances, social, health and economic costs. 

· EU context will need to be adapted to state of play of Recommendation.

· Solutions - focus on prevention as well as alleviation, with the role and responsibilities of the state v the family – structural causes rooted in inequality and distribution, underpinned by universal services, but combined with targeted approaches. Good practice examples.

· Measurement/indicators on child poverty should be specific section, but focussed at EU level, within the EU context, with some national examples if relevant.

· Participation and empowerment as a core focus – why it’s necessary, what benefits it brings and hints/examples of how to do it – at policy/service level. 

· Capture different realities across Europe, with testimonials and quotes.

· (see more detailed minutes to follow)

FOLLOW UP

· All members to send their responses to the 5 initial questions by July 13th.

· All members to prepare and send input to secretariat and others by the 15th September of:

· 5 key issues that they would want to explain/give priority

· 3 key myths

· Provide concrete examples of policies or projects if you can of above ( and good) and think of photos ( see below)

	3
	Style and Format
	AGREED
· Use same format/template as previous explainers, but with discussions about lay-out, priorities, colour, photos. 

· Aim for smaller size, and user-friendly approach, avoiding graphs and over technical language.  (more model of poverty and wealth explainers)

· Themes of rights/myths/direct quotes and testimonials can be picked up as thematic boxes in the overall design running through the text.

· Discussion needed next time on title – not just child poverty and well-being explainer – more attractive to a general public audience, but including explainer in title.

· Photos should combine positive and negative images. Concrete project or programme practices should be illustrated by a photo.

FOLLOW UP 

· All members to think about photos – connected to good practices, but also more negative images of child poverty.

· Nellie to send members information on quality requirements.



	4.
	Advocacy and Dissemination
	AGREED

· Need to be clearer about the role of the explainer in an overriding joint advocacy strategy, to be discussed in next meeting.

· The timing of the launch will be after the Recommendation i.e. from February 2012, and focus on implementation.

· Investigate possibility of a more public event, with participation of children, also media rather than a standard EP hearing.

· Dissemination will be in English and French, but template available for other languages, discuss potential for accessing further funds for translation.

FOLLOW UP

· Sian and Agata to prepare discussion on advocacy and dissemination strategy for next meeting. This will include input/discussion with EAPN and Eurochild Communication officers.



	5.
	Meeting Organisation
	FOLLOW UP

· Sian and Agata from EAPN and Eurochild secretariat to send out action points (immediately) and minutes.

· Sean (Eurochild) has agreed to chair next meeting, so that Hugh can take notes. Someone from EAPN for the final meeting.

· Next agenda to be sent a month before for any comments (ie mid September).

	5.
	Timeline
	NEXT MEETINGS 

2nd TF meeting: 9th October, in Brussels in the Eurochild offices

· Main content: Key issues and myths, good and bad examples, how to measure poverty – indicators development, advocacy and dissemination strategy, clarifying content and further input from members of S/G and from broader membership.

31st October – Hugh to send out 1st draft for comments

· Early November– EAPN/Eurochild to circulate and discuss with their wider network. EAPN EUISG meeting on the 16 and 17 of November.
3rd TF Meeting: Thursday 22nd November
· Main content: detailed discussion on first draft and comments from members, finalizing advocacy strategy and follow up, launch and dissemination.


