 BACKGROUND
Tackling child poverty requires action on many fronts. Eurochild has long advocated for a stronger focus on child well-being - extending the debate beyond family income and parental employment to a more holistic approach addressing the links with health, education, housing, environment, child protection etc.  We believe the UNCRC provides the best framework for developing policies and practice to fight child poverty.  It recognizes the indivisibility of children’s rights, and sets important underlying principles – notably the right of the child to be heard in all decisions affecting them.

EAPN has promoted the need to take integrated, multidimensional action on child poverty, as part of an integrated EU strategy to prevent and alleviate poverty for all groups. During the thematic year on child poverty promoted in the Social OMC, a new emphasis was placed on child poverty as a core priority, underlining the need to strengthen children’s access to rights, within an overarching support to poor families – ensuring access to adequate minimum income, quality employment and access to quality services, whilst preserving a specific emphasis on children’s rights and empowerment. Promoting child well-being is an essential step in shift towards a focus of how to achieve a better life for all.
Work under the Social Open Method of Coordination has produced a substantial body of evidence supporting a multi-dimensional policy approach to tackle child poverty and promote child well-being. Over the last decade political leaders across the EU have affirmed their commitment to tackle child poverty and social exclusion as a priority.  It has been mentioned in successive EU Council Conclusions
 and the Social Protection Committee elected to focus its first ‘thematic year’ on child poverty in 2007
.  Addressing child poverty and child well-being was an important priority of the former EU Trio Presidency ES-BE-HU which adopted a Common Declaration on the issue. The Belgian presidency organised a major stakeholder conference
 and published a “Roadmap for an EU Recommendation on child poverty” in September 2010
. In 2011 Member States agreed to work towards a Recommendation on Child Poverty and Well-being for adoption in 2012
 and the 2011 Annual Convention of the European Platform against Poverty and Social Exclusion on poverty gave particular attention to child poverty and social exclusion
.

However, despite past political commitments and recommendations until now there has been no systematic effort to address how Member States are putting policy recommendations into practice. The upcoming Recommendation is expected to translate past political commitment into a framework for action that addresses child well-being from a holistic perspective. Although only soft-law, this document will be crucial in setting out common principles and policy priorities that should support Member States to break the inter-generational inheritance of poverty and social exclusion and stimulate national action, monitor progress and facilitate mutual learning. In our view to develop effective policies for children the silo approach is simply not helpful. Nor do we believe is it the most cost-effective in addressing the challenges ahead.
This joint activity will be an opportunity to exchange experiences and knowledge, warning of some of the pitfalls, developing a common solid understanding of what child poverty is and developing a coherent common advocacy document which spells out the key issues, the benefits and way forward to effective solutions which can support the implementation and follow-up of the Child Poverty and Well-being Recommendation.

OBJECTIVES
· Have a common solid understanding of what child poverty is, how it is caused, how it has been measured, what has been done, what are the main issues and challenges, what are the solutions.

· Build consensus amongst EAPN / Eurochild and other stakeholders on key elements for effective integrated strategies and a rights-based approach to preventing and tackling child poverty and promoting child well-being, as part of integrated anti-poverty strategies at EU and national level. 

· Raise awareness of good practice examples of effective integrated strategies. 

· Support implementation and follow-up of the forthcoming Recommendation on Child Poverty and Well-being planned for 2012 under the European Platform against Poverty and Social Exclusion, which should provide a framework that addresses child well-being from a holistic perspective. 

OUTPUTS

· Develop a joint EAPN / Eurochild document on child poverty and well-being which aims to explain the key issues around child poverty and the reason for a multidimensional approach based on three pillars (adequate family income, access to quality services, children’s rights and participation), what’s needed to implement it, highlighting good practices.  This should be set within an overarching framework of integrated anti-poverty strategies and the Europe 2020 strategy and its goal to reduce poverty and social exclusion.
· Develop a coherent common advocacy document which can support the implementation and follow-up of the Child Poverty and Well-being Recommendation at EU & Member State levels.

POSSIBLE KEY CHALLENGES TO EXPLORE
· A child-rights approach to child poverty: 
· how this fits within a framework of tackling family poverty
· Why this means focusing on well-being now and not just well becoming in the future

· The link between child poverty and child well-being

· Intergenerational transmission of poverty – main factors, structural v individual causes

· The need for a multidimensional (three pillar) approach

· Children’s participation and parent’s participation – how to ensure both?
· Role of universal services & benefits / & role of targeted services & benefits:
· how to balance a focus on  prevention and on alleviation 

· Policies / services that target different life stages in childhood – 0-3, 3-6, 6-12 & adolescence 

· Social and economic impact of austerity on children and their families / social investment in children
TIMELINE 
1st Meeting – 3rd July 2012 in Brussels 
Overall aim: learning to work together, identifying the areas of consensus and those that need further work, agreeing scope of the explainer, format and process, including involvement of broader EAPN / Eurochild membership.

2nd Meeting – 9th October 2012 in Brussels

Overall aim: having a detailed discussion / inputs on key challenges identified in previous meeting, prepared by each member of the Task Force, identifying what are the priorities, identifying good practice examples and how to collect them.

From 9th October to 26th October 2012 – Hugh Frazer, the independent expert who will help EAPN and Eurochild in this activity, will do the first draft, to be discussed with EAPN / Eurochild wider membership.
3rd Meeting – mid November 2012 in Brussels – to be confirmed (20 or 27 November)
Overall aim: having a detailed discussion of first draft and responses from EAPN / Eurochild membership, agreeing final process and discussing launch joint lobbying strategy.
Finalize draft – early December 2012.

The explainer will be published and launched early 2013 with a public launch in the European Parliament.

USEFUL DOCUMENTS

Eurochild: 

Eurochild response to the SPC draft opinion on the Recommendation.
 Background paper & final report from BE Presidency conference in 2010.
 Eurochild 2009 call for a Recommendation.
 Annual Convention workshop summary.
2011 Council conclusions on child poverty. 

Eurochild position paper on child poverty and family poverty.

Eurochild discussion paper “A child-rights approach to child poverty”.

EAPN:

2011: EAPN input to SPC draft opinion on Child Poverty Recommendation
2010: EAPN’s assessment of the NRPs: Deliver Inclusive Growth – assessment on child poverty - p.28

2007: Light year: Hard work – EAPN assessment of the “light year’’ on Child Poverty
For more information contact:

Sian Jones – EAPN Policy coordinator: sian.jones@eapn.eu
Agata D’Addato – EUROCHILD policy officer: Agata D'Addato: Agata.daddato@eurochild.org
EAPN / Eurochild Task Force: 


Development of a Child Poverty and Well-being Explainer











� Spring Council Conclusions 2005, 2006, 2007, EPSCO Council Conclusions 2008 and 2011.


� See the Social Protection Committee report “Child Poverty and Well-Being in the EU - Current status and way forward”, February 2008.


� Belgian Presidency Child Poverty Conference, 2-3 September 2010, http://www.flythekite.eu/17/child-poverty-conference.  See background paper “Call for an EU Recommendation on Child Poverty and Child Well-being”, June 2010, PPS Social Integration, anti-Poverty Policy, Social Economy and Federal Urban Policy in cooperation with UNICEF and Eurochild.


� Who cares? Roadmap for a Recommendation to fight child poverty, November 2010, PPS Social Integration, anti-Poverty Policy, Social Economy and Federal Urban Policy in cooperation with UNICEF and Eurochild.


� See Council Conclusions “Tackling child poverty and promoting child well-being”, adopted by the EPSCO Council on 17 June 2011.


� The Annual Convention is organized by the European Commission and the EU Presidency. The first Convention took place in Krakow (Poland) on 17-18 October 2011.






