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THE ALTER SUMMIT PROCESS

Another Europe Now! 
What is it? 

In 2011, about twenty trade unions, social movements and NGOs from Europe (including EAPN), together with the European Trade Union Confederation (ETUC), decided to launch a process of joint discussion: the Joint Social Conference (JSC). In 2012, this forum has been enlarged to numerous other social movements, researchers, networks, and cultural and political personalities. The idea is to build a strong European social movement, deeply rooted in the national level, capable of unity of action and proposing alternatives, in a joint construction process. This enlarged process is called the Alter Summit, and it counts over 100 members.

What is it about? 

The Alter Summit aims at building a credible platform, advancing alternatives, starting from local, regional and national coordinations. The mission of the Alter Summit is to restore social justice, fair economies and democracy in Europe, and to fight against:
• A socially destructive austerity

• An economically absurd austerity

• A democratically suicidal austerity.
Athens event: 7-9 June 2013
· It will combining a congress (3-5000 people) with a street demonstration (up to 20.000 people), organized with the support of Greek partners (including EAPN GR);

· Friday 7th evening plenary: introductive event, with the presentation of the Alter Summit Manifesto (see below);

· Saturday 8th: workshops and discussions and next steps of the process in the morning; the demonstration could take place on Saturday afternoon.
Alter Summit Manifesto
· Four sections: Europe is rich, no to debt slavery!; Against austerity – towards a social and environmental Europe; A decent income for all – no to poverty and precarious work; For economic democracy – put banks in the service of people. 

· First draft circulated, comments received by February 25th. 

· Second version ready for the Alter Summit General Assembly – 15 & 16 March; 

· Second round of amendments till 15th May.

Recent developments – Coordinating Committee Meeting February 2013
· Set up a legal body (not for profit organization under Belgian law) for the Alter Summit ;
· Hire 1-3 people to deal with communication, media work, the website and social media network, development and network coordination, representation, events.
· This is a self-financing body, so member organisations are invited to contribute what they can to support its work; crowdfunding is also used;

General Assembly and Next Steps

· The GA takes place in Brussels on March 15-16; 

· Discussion on membership and enlargement ;

· Next steps for the organization of the Athens event;
· Presentation of the provisional budget and discussion about fundraising;
· Mobilisation – report on national coordinations;
· Communications – discussion on tools, materials, and media work;

· Discussion of the “Memorandum of the European People” on the basis of the proposal of the manifesto working group
National coordinations
The Alter Summit process is not and does not want to be a Brussels-centered initiative. The idea is to replicate the model at the national level and build strong national platforms, bringing together likeminded social movement, trade unions, NGOs, the academia, politicians, personalities, citizens etc, to push together for change. Such national coordinations already exist (or are being established) in Austria, Belgium, France, Greece, Italy, UK, etc. Please contact the Secretariat should you wish to have more information about actions, mobilization and contacts in your country. 
European and international mobilization
· Decentralized manifestations in countries on March 8th (Women’s Day);  

· ETUC decentralized action on March 13th, in all countries;

· ETUC common rally in Brussels on March 14th;

· Tentative setting up of a “European Spring” movement in Belgium;

· Participation in the World Social Forum in Tunis, March 23rd – 28th; 
***

More information
The Alter Summit website: www.altersummit.eu
Alter Summit on Facebook: www.facebook.com/AnotherEuropeNow
Alter Summit in Twitter: www.twitter.com/alt_sum 

EAPN Secretariat: 

Fintan Farrell - fintan.farrell@eapn.eu
Amana Ferro - amana.ferro@eapn.eu
