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Consultation towards Social Platform recommendations to the EU on migration
Concept paper
Introduction
Social Platform has as objective for 2012 to “Ensure respect for the human rights of migrants and their integration in society” by developing a position on migration. For 2013 we have an objective to continue this work; “EU migration and integration policies are based on human rights and fundamental rights approach protecting people living in the EU irrespective of nationality and citizenship”. During the first half of the year the Secretariat raised the issue on our working group meetings and asked for initial information about your work in order to orientate us in this cross-cutting issue. Now we are launching a consultation to develop recommendations in line with our work programme.
Guidelines 
1. To develop a strong unified message on migration that reinforces and strengthens individual member’s voices. By identifying our commonalities we also identify the structural barriers to be unlocked in order to achieve progress in the interest of all members;
2. Produce a policy paper (to jointly agree on) and an annex to complement our joint messages with further information on member’s specific field of expertise; 
3. The scope will be limited to recommendations to decision-makers on EU level (we will not address national level) and to 3rd country national migrants and the specific situation of Roma people within Europe; 

4. To clearly link the messages to the Platform’s areas of work: 
1) Social inclusion & combating poverty

2) Access to and progress into quality employment

3) Access to quality, affordable and accessible SGI and social & health services

4) Equality and fundamental rights 

5) Participation and civil dialogue with the EU institutions  
5. To cooperation with other civil society organisations and networks as well as with other bodies and stakeholders working on migration in order to ensure that our messages support and complement each other
. 
Timeline
Based on the outcome of the meeting the Secretariat will draft a policy paper (November) and send out for consultation to members (December). The paper will be re-drafted based on the inputs and sent for final amendments to the Steering Group and for decision in January. By beginning of next year we are planning on meeting with Ms Malmstrom, Commissioner for Home Affairs to present our recommendations.
Questions for you to prepare
Bring with you to the meeting the concrete recommendation’s your organisation has put forward on migration, i.e. the ‘how’ (and not the ‘why’) and please prepare answers on the following questions:
1. Which of your recommendations are on EU legislative measures vs. EU non-legislative measures?  

2. Can your recommendations be relevant to other members of the Platform?
3. What recommendations would you propose under the specific headlines?  
a. Social inclusion & combating poverty

b. Access to and progress into quality employment

c. Access to quality, affordable and accessible SGI and social & health services

d. Equality and fundamental rights 

e. Participation and civil dialogue with the EU institutions  

4. Do your recommendations benefit other sectors of society?  
Some of the issues members work on (non-comprehensive)
Social inclusion & combating poverty

· Divisions among people experience poverty

· Lack of consideration within social inclusion strategies
Access to and progress into quality employment

· Children left behind when parents move to another European country in search of employment 
· The role of migrant parents in the school education of their children
· Young migrants access to skills-learning and non-formal education
· Tackle the high unemployment among young migrants
· Disadvantages in the labour market
Access to quality, affordable and accessible SGI and social & health services

· Lack of adequate housing

· Insufficient access to health care provisions

· Discrimination through (limited access to) education
· Lack of access to social services 
· Shelter for undocumented migrants 

· Access to emergency support for people in situation of destitution 

Equality and fundamental rights 

· Family reunification

· Trafficking and irregular migration
· Children’s right to be documented in the EU country they are born and to have their parents accompany them

Participation and civil dialogue with the EU institutions  

· Support and framework to for young migrants to participate actively in the community
Relevant EU legislation 
· Family Reunification (Directive 2003/86/EC)

· Return Directive (evaluation planned for 2014)

· Employers Sanctions Directive

· Facilitation Directive

· Safety and Health at Work Directive (1989) 

· The Charter of FR (applies to all, including third-country nationals, independent of their migration status, except: Art 15, 34(2), 39, 40, 45, 46)
Relevant International frameworks
· ICERD – International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination (applies to non-citizens regardless of their immigration status)
· ICCPR – the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
ICESCR – the International Covenant on Social, Economic and Cultural Rights 

· CEDAW – the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (undocumented female migrant workers)
· CAT – the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment 

· CRC – Convention on the Rights of the Child (‘without discrimination of any kind irrespective of the child’s or his or her parent’s or legal guardian’s …status’)
· ICRMW – the International Covention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of their Families (none have acceded to it)
· ILO - International Labour Organization – 87 on freedom of association, 143 on irregular situation for migrant workers

· ECHR – European Convention on Human Rights

· ESC – European Social Charter (limited scope)
� Such as European Integration Forum, European NGO Platform on EU Asylum and Migration Policy, European Network of Migrant Women, OSI, Amnesty, the Fundamental Rights Agency, Migration Policy Group etc.
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Contact person: 

Annica Ryngbeck, Policy Officer Fundamental Rights and Equality

annica.ryngbeck@socialplatform.org, +32 2 508 1639


