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Outline

 What is Europe 2020 and the
Semester?

 Has it delivered?
 Key new developments
 EAPN Actions + Concerns
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Europe 2020: A step forward?

 Smart, Sustainable, Inclusive Growth
 Poverty Target (1 of 5): reduction of at 

least 20 million by 2020
 European Platform against Poverty and 

Guideline 10
 Reinforced Social OMC with National

Social Reports.
 2013 Annual Growth Survey Objective 4: 

Tackling unemployment and social 
consequences of the crisis.
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But what impact on Poverty?

 New definition of poverty? : at risk of poverty, 
material deprivation, low work intensity

 119,6 at risk of poverty/exclusión in 2011 
represents a 4 million increase since 2010.

 Shortfall of 8 million on national targets.
 Increasing inequality - top/bottom 10%
 Increasingly divided Europe: C + periphery (40% -

BG, R, LT cf 17%: CZ, NL, SE,LU and AT)
 New risk groups: youth, children, older people, 

single parents, long-term unemployed, homeless, 
migrants and Roma 
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European Semester Process 2013
•Nov/Dec 2012: 2013 Annual Growth Survey sets 
priorities

•Jan-April: Commission review implementation of CSRs

•March: Spring European Council confirms key 
messages

•Mid April: MS prepare NRP (Social Report 
Questionnaire?)

•May: Commission review  NRPs/Progress, prepare 
CSRs 

•June: Country-Specific Recommendations (CSRs) to 
June European Council, and adopted in July

•Autumn: MS implement CSRs and adapt national 
budget under threat of sanctions (macroeconomic)

•Autumn: Multi-lateral surveillance and exchange. 
Review by Commission of implementation of CSRs.

•Nov/Dec 2013: Preparation of 2014 AGS priorities
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New Opportunities or Threats?

1: Social Investment Package: (20.02.13)

Framework to ‘render social protection more adequate

and sustainable, invest in people’s skills and support 
people through critical moments of their lives’

What Opportunities?

- Change of paradigm? Investment not cost.

- Recognition of 3 Welfare State roles?: 
protection+stabiliser+investment

- Integrated strategies for key groups/priorities: 
Investing in Children Rec/ Homelessness/ Implement
Active Inclusion – including reference budgets
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New Opportunities or Threats?

1:Social Investment Package cont.

Or Threats?

- Accepts austerity , backs ‘efficiencies’ shift 
from protection to enabling policies.

- Weak mainstreaming into main EU drivers

- Replaces focus on poverty, EPAP and explicit 
EU strategy to fight poverty.

- But will the SIP reduce poverty?
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New Opportunities or Threats?

2. Social Dimension of the EMU

- New Communication: 3 October 2013

- A social scoreboard of indicators to balance 
macroeconomic criteria and prevent
widening social imbalances.

- But will it prevent macroeconomic
undermining social? Eg 2 Pack?

- Will it support social standards to defend
European Social Model/Welfare State?
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EAPN’s engagement in Europe 2020

 EAPN national and EU members engage in NRPs

Members prepare pro-active alternative social reports.

EU Lobby for Strong Guidance Note for NRPs, SIP and SF

Members’ evaluate CSRs + implementation

Members’ Review NRPs delivery + complete questionnaire 

EAPN EU NRP  Assessment Synthesis Report

 Lobbying on Key Messages: AGS/ Annual Convention 

Investing in Alliances

 Social Platform; Adhoc Alliance on Investing in Children;

 EAPN help coordinate Adhoc Coalition on Semester

 Adhoc Coalition  Cross-Party Hearing Alternative CSRs



What Progress on Poverty and Participation? 
EAPN WORKSHOP ON EU 2020 STRATEGY – 30/09/2013

Key Concerns

 Will Europe 2020 targets start to drive the Semester? With 
the poverty target at the heart?

 Will macro-economic objectives be coherent with Social 
Europe:  support not attack social objectives?

When will EU develop an explicit integrated strategy to fight 
poverty and social exclusion?

Will the Semester/Europe 2020 finally become accountable? 
Invest in meaningful stakeholder participation including 
people in poverty
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For more information

CONTACT: EAPN POLICY TEAM

Sian Jones, EAPN Policy Coordinator

E mail: sian.jones@eapn.eu

Tel No: 00 32 (02) 226 5859

mailto:sian.jones@eapn.eu

