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Imagine 6,250 people this summer  

financially contributing to the goals of EAPN  

More than 125 active rowers on the Danube, over 50 helpers, over 35 volunteers and 

more than 6.250 private people and businesses that sponsor Row4Rights. 6.250 people 

that contribute to the goals of EAPN. And 6.250 people to start an online anti-poverty 

platform! Imagine what that means for anti-poverty organisations in countries along the 

Danube. When 25 boats row the net revenue will be over a quarter of a million Euros. 

Imagine what EAPN can accomplish with that money!   

  What is event fundraising? 

The event fundraising concept is easy to understand. Basically it is an abc-concept.  

a) some people do something, b) other people give them money to do this, c) the money 

is raised for charity.  

  EAPN & poverty along the banks of the Danube 

This event was intentionally created to support human rights on the Balkans or countries 

along the Danube. An anti-poverty NGO fits perfectly into this concept. We have spoken 

to Amnesty in Slovakia and poverty is a big issue among certain groups like the Roma 

people. In Budapest we have spoken with the national foodbank and he painted an even 

darker picture for Hungary.  

   Challenging sports event for rowers 

Row4Rights is a row event on the Danube river by the end of August 2011. The teams 

row for human rights, especially in countries where the Danube flows. Each team brings 

in an amount of sponsor money that gives them access to the event. The rowers row in 

one week from Austria to Budapest. The rowers row to stretch their limits. The track 

covers 525 km in six days. A really beautiful sports event!  

 Cooperation with local organisations  

Along the track national rowing organisations and local rowing clubs are ready to help our 

Row4Rights teams. That is important because we need the local row clubs to provide 

cheap accommodation and facilities to camp. We have met with local government officials 

for licences and with river authorities concerning the safety of the rowers. The Dutch 

embassies support the event. In short, we have met enthusiasm everywhere.  
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  Dutch or international rowing teams? 

Row4Rights focuses on the Dutch market to find rowing teams. We will work together 

with the National Dutch Rowing Association and as many other organisations as we can. 

It is not that difficult to scale up and make Row4Rights an international event.   

  Ownership of a yearly repeated event 

There are basically two possibilities concerning ownership. 1) When the charity 

(beneficiary) is the owner of the event-concept the event can be repeated every year and 

a steady income is assured. In return the charity invests more and takes a certain 

financial risk in year one. 2) When Row4Rights is owner of the concept they take the 

financial risks. In that scenario Row4Rights can ask a different beneficiary the following 

year. Of course combinations of one and two are possible.  

 Revenues  

Row4Rights offers a clear financial structure. The costs of the event are always lower 

than 25 percent. The more teams participate, the lower the costs. We ask the teams to 

raise thirteen thousand Euros to participate. The participants pay a small amount to the 

event organisation and receive free food and free camping for the whole week.  

 

Example 

 

 

 

  

 

  No volunteers, no event 

Row4Rights wants to work with local beneficiaries to make sure enough local volunteers 

can be found. This event needs thirty to seventy-five volunteers. Therefore we have 

spoken with numerous local organisations. For example, the national foodbank of 

Hungary is willing to help find volunteers and they are in big need when Europe stops 

giving them food for free next year. All Row4Rights volunteers will certainly contribute to 

EAPN’s online lgbt platform! 

  

# teams 20 25 30 40 50 60 

~sponsor 

amount € 280.000 € 350.000 € 420.000 € 560.000 € 700.000 € 840.000 

charity netto €210.000 €262.500 €315.000 €425.600 € 539.000 €655.200 
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  Beneficiary Row4Rights 

Row4Rights has found Amnesty International Slovakia (maybe including Hungary and 

Austria) to adopt the event and to share revenues with EAPN or others. Good news 

because Amnesty is an A-brand charity which helps the row teams to attract sponsor 

money more easy. Amnesty has a database of local volunteers for the event. And good 

news because Amnesty Slovakia does a lot for poor people like the discriminated Roma 

people and Amnesty would be honoured to share revenues with EAPN. Another option is 

to internationalise the event and to find rowing teams in another European country 

especially for EAPN.  

  Website and timeline 

See our website www.row4rights.eu to find out what the event means for rowers and 

what the day to day program looks like. The website is still under construction. Note that 

time is short to make this event happen for EAPN in summer 2011! 

Henk Dokter 

Row4Rights 2011 

http://www.row4rights.eu/

