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1. State of play on migration/asylum

In September 2015(16/09/15) the first migrants started to cross Croatia. At the beginning the logistics and overall organization was very much improvised. As the time had passed more efficient strategy was applied-new refugee/migrant centre was built before the winter in 2015. The main actors in the organization were: Ministry of the Interior, Croatian Red Cross, UNHCR-UNCEF (with workshops for children).
In this the process the basic personal data were taken from migrants/refugees passing through. Croatia had been/is the transition country on the Balkan route. Mantra of the countries on the Balkan route was/is: „We are not the hot spot for refugees“.

Official data from the Ministry of Interior (September 2016) is as follows: 658.058 refugees had crossed Croatia through the Balkan route till closing of the route in March 2016.

Current situation: In the refugee camps (2 camps located close to  the capital of Croatia, Zagreb) there are 600 persons/migrants who are in the process of submitting the request for the asylum. 232 persons already got the refugee status.
After the migrants gain the refugee status they are obliged to Croatian language training, as well as information/training about the Croatian culture (mainly organized by Croatian Red Cross).
 

2.Policy responses

In July 2015, following the adoption of the International and Temporary Protection Act, the Croatian Government decided to receive 550 refugees under resettlement and relocation scheme. In addition, as a result of adoption of the European Agenda for Migration, Croatia has been obliged to receive additional 1,050 refugees under relocation scheme. Also, Croatia has pledged 30 places under EU-Turkey agreement. In total, 1.630 persons should be received until the end of 2017, meaning that 1.630 refugees should be received in an organized manner within the framework of organized programme of the resettlement and relocation. In the meantime migrants are coming to Croatia, not only through organized routs but also  through different illegal routes, aiming the asylum or refugee status/international protection as well.  

Official statement of Croatian Government is, still, that no fences should be built on Croatian borders, in case of the new migrant crisis.


2. General civil society response

 
Croatian Red Cross was/is the key actor in providing services (shelter, food…) to the migrants.
General civil society response was: human rights organization were/are advocating for the rights of asylum seekers to the health care, learning of Croatian language.
Religious organizations such as Caritas and civil society organizations from social sector were supporting the overall organization of the support to migrants in collecting and distributing food, clothing and medicines.


3. How your organization and EAPN is responding/working with the issues.

Plan and Strategy of CAPN is to be involved in advocating of human rights for refugees/migrants and asylum seekers, and specially in monitoring of the situation of asylum seekers particularly those representing the vulnerable groups such as children/unaccompanied children, persons with special needs and elderly. 
