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1. State of play on migration/asylum 
Quota refugees (UNHCR), yearly:  2000 
2014: 81 000 refugees/asylum seekers 
2015: 163 000 (70 000 children; 35 000 unaccomp. children); influx esp during 
late summer, and autumn 
2016 (projection): 40 000 
Major countries of origin: Syria, Afghanistan, Iraq, Eritrea, Somalia 
 
- Considerable delays in the processing of residence permits; Migration 
Agency understaffed; about 2/3 of 2015 cases not yet decided 
- Of those processed: 55% granted (77%, if Dublin cases excluded) 
- Many asylum seekers stuck for months or more in “the system” and in 
temporary accommodation, even after granted residence 
- 30-50 000 undocumented immigrants, living/working under deplorable 
conditions  
- Big challenges for municipalities: housing/construction, schooling, 
healthcare 
- Uneven assumption of responsibility among municipalities (290) 
- Among debates:  

- challenges to the welfare system;  
- access to labour market, creation of “simple” jobs;  
- (level of) education;  
- validation of exams (slow process);  
- inclusion/marginalization;  
- medical examination of (self-proclaimed) children to determine actual 
age 

- Right wing populist party (Sweden Democrats, 13-16%) positions apparently 
influencing established parties to get “tough” on immigration, but 
numbers/effects in and of themselves also influence policies 
 
 
 



 
2. Policy responses 
November 2015: border controls and ID checks (in turn affecting policies of 
e.g. Denmark), since prolonged to November 2016 
June 2016: persons denied asylum no longer entitled to accommodation and 
allowance 
July 2016: legislation (temporary 3 years; retroactive) limiting asylum seekers' 
possibilities of being granted permanent  (previously the norm) residence 
permits and being reunited with their families 
January 2017: implementation of medical tests to determine age 
 
 
3. General civil society response 
- Considerable involvement of civil society actors, e.g: churches and mosques, 
Red Cross, sports clubs, retired teachers offering their services, local 
initiatives too diverse to be categorized 
- Churches/mosques giving shelter to “EU migrants”, esp from Balkan 
countries,  and to refugees, during the winter 2015-16 
- Volunteering, e.g: healthcare, shelter, housing, education, language 
teaching, general civic introduction, social network 
 
 
4. How your organization and EAPN is responding/working with the issues. 
- Programme on migration, poverty and discrimination in place; based on UN 
declaration, EU treaty, and Swedish legislation 
- Primary focus of the programme is on “EU migrants”; on discrimination, 
economic and social consequences, humanitarian responsibility of EU 
member states for their citizens 
- Limited explicit focus on migration/refugees from outside of the EU 
 
- Focus of EAPN Sweden in general: poverty, discrimination and 
marginalization; “user influence” on public services, i.e. giving voice to 
recipients of services (e.g. healthcare, housing, social welfare allowance etc) 
 
 


