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1. State of play on migration/asylum
In general: Public opinion – Not a majority of the population refuses to receive increased numbers of refugees to Norway. 80 percent means it’s possible to receive more refugees than what has been decided in political settlement among the parties last year. But increasing racism towards migrants happens especially in the social media. Many populistic politicians promote messages which increase xenophobia and challenge the will to include and integrate newcomers. 

Affects also the policymaking processes. Still its lack of will to build bridges between migrants and natives on the national budget. But a lot of local initiatives have been established among voluntary sector and municipalities.

Administrative obstacles for refugees to participate in the society during the waiting period for permanent residence, i.e.  to get access for temporary work permit while waiting for asylum.  
Health services are the same for refugees as natives. 

Challenges for refugees: Waiting period before permanent work permit can be long. 

Government has established fast tracks deportation systems of refugees without legal status 

Increased use of temporary residence permits for asylum seekers less than 18 years 
Poor health services for undocumented migrants. Only a few NGOs offer health services for those without legal status. 

From the 1st of October 2016 the government has introduced new restrictions regarding immigration legislation to make it more uncomfortable for the applicants to stay in the country. The public arguments for this are mostly using the governmental agreements written in the Dublin Convention as an argument to tightening the possibility to stay in Norway. 

In 2016 they expected 33.000 asylum seekers. The prognoses now are that it will only arrive 10 percent of this, approximately 3400 people.  
2. Policy responses
NGOs working and giving health services for undocumented migrants and those with final expulsion order are rhetorically attacked in the public by the government.   
Many of those who have received expulsion order and who cannot be returned to their home country is experiencing a lock-in effect because they cannot participate in the labor market nor receive full social benefits.
3. General civil society response
Regional initiatives like “Refugees Welcome Norway http://rwtn.no/en/regionale-og-lokale-facebook-grupper/ ” which started as a grassroots movement for refugees 18 months ago have been established.

Legal work to uphold rights for migrants and refugees have been working over many years.  
Local initiatives have been established to include refugees and migrants. Some municipalities have done the same but in general its handed over to the civil society and NGOs to establish and take care of the activities for newcomers.  
4. How your organization and EAPN is responding/working with the issues.
EAPN Norway has not finalized a position paper on migration and refugee policy yet. But in some of our member NGOs it has been established strategies and policies for these groups over many years. 
EAPN Norway has also highlighted our approach on inclusion strategies towards the public authorities and politicians and had meetings together with other NGOs when we had separate meetings with the topic inclusion with the Minister of Labour and Social Affairs and the Minister of Immigration and Integration.  
Our members NGOs have also separate meetings in the Parliament and with the local authorities as well. 
