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2016  was for  Slovak Anti-Poverty Network (SAPN)   hectic and dynamic  year, too. We had Election 

to the Parliament of Slovak Republic.  In 2nd half of  2016 was  Slovak Presidency of EU and extraordinary  

duties and possibilities. So, we worked with great effort to catch the chance and to improve the quality of 

our work to be more usefull for people experiencing poverty   and by our activities, creative presentations  

to make SAPN stabile and sustainable financially with stronger voice  and more useful for our member 

organisations and partners, including EAPN.   

     We changed adress of the seat of our organisation from Bratislava to Piestany with new  chairman 

Anna Galovičová from Piestany. We changed Regulars of the organisations, so we had to change all official 

documents, which took time till March 2016. With the completed documents we were able to prepare and 

to aply for several projects during Slovak Presidency. But, no one was approved, the position of SAPN in our 

society as many other NGO´s is still weak.  

SAPN was headed by the Executive Committee consisting of Balica Jozef (OZ KOVO), Anna 

Galovicova (Slovak-Indian Friendship Society, Marekova Slavomira (OZ TURRS), Dušan Plaček (OZ Jesko) , 

Peter Seman (EuropeDirect) and Božena Reingraberova (Women org. ). Majority of board members don´t 

speak English, so many materials and instructions from the European Anti-Poverty Network had to be 

translated and discussed during our meetings with the members or through sapn mailing list. We focused 

on better understanding of the priorities of EAPN by our members. It  was  not easy  because of language 

barriers and fear from the refugees and migrants, xenophobie strenghten by our government, too. Despite 

of  it  we focused on intercultural dialogue and Exchange during  Central European Intercultural Forum with 

the presentation of the refugees living in Slovakia,  joined with the poverty issue and we discussed the 

necessary to prepare our citizens for co-existence and common work with the migrants also during Follow-

up of 15th European meeting .   

    We are aware that there is more and more duties yearly, which needs a lot of time, energy, 

experienced members with the competencies, language skills, IT skills, communication skills, team-building 

and project – management competencies and leadership. It was strong motivation to empower new 

members  experiencing poverty through participation in EAPN Conferences, meetings, General Assembly, 

etc. It helped.  

At the beginning of  2016 – February 9th,  preparation committee prepared small Work plan for 

2016 with the budget focused on empowerement Slovak Anti-Poverty Network through 

Participation. The suggestions of the PeP can greatly support national and European decision-

makers to best target policies. To make steps towards these ambitions 2016 meetings were focused  

on key question „how to increase participation in all levels (local, regional, national, and European 

policies during Slovak Presidency“.   

• In cooperation with the state, public and governmental authorities, deputies of Slovak 

Parliament and NGO´s focused on social inclusion and fight against poverty we organized 

Seminar and   Public Hearing in May 24-25,  2016. There were cca 100 active participants 

and cca 25 speakers, deputies, experts, governmental officiers, activistis,  etc.  

• Through cooperation with other strong Networks (101. World Esperanto Congress in 

Slovakia under umbrella of Slovak Presidency) and other powerful organisations as CEIF 

(Central European Intercultural Forum) during International Conference (July 2016) with 

the topic how to tackle poverty and make the voice of poor people stronger with the vision 

of Europe as a good place for all citizens, not only somebody. There were present cca 200 

participants and 60 speakers and experts, public authorities, NGO ´s with the market of the 
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NGO ´s, presenting their activities,  etc. The need to disscuss with the refugees, migrants, 

PeP and peace co-existence were underlined. 

• Preparation of National Strategic Plan (Europe 2020) focused on Social Pillar, discussion. 

1. During Seminar and  Public Hearing 24- 25th of May 2016 we emphasized how important is to bring 

poverty agenda among priorities of Slovak Presidency and support the work of EC , EAPN and other 

social platforms. And helping reduce the number of poor people in Europe. We did step forward. 

2. During International Conference 25 July 2016  in cooperation with the EAPN and thanks to 

participation of Jo Bothmer from Netherlands (previous Presidency of EU)we succeded bring issue 

of poverty among priorities of Slovak Presidency  joining effort of Netherlands Presidency and 

future Malta Presidency. It was confirmed by State Secretary Mr. Ondrus also during opening 

ceremony in 15th European Meeting of Pep in his speech in Brussel 15th of November 2016. 

3. Through creative presentations during all events and meetings, workshops participants exchanged 

views on these questions. During dialogue sessions where the outcomes of the workshops were 

discussed with people who shapes and seeks to influence national, regional, local and European 

policies and programmes we gave our members key information about Social Pillar and its 

importance to tackle poverty. We emphasized the social right for dignified life for all people.  

 

So, in 2016 we established and run section of experts to help us prepare  higher quality of our main 

activities in 2016 as preparation for the 15th European Meeting in Brusel and to inform people experiencing 

poverty about social programs of the political parties during  election 5th of March  2016 and their chance 

through Participation. Prepared by Jozef Balica and OZ KOVO trade union: 

9th of March 2016 – consultation of Anna Galovičova  in Bratislava focused on Work Programme 

of Slovak Anti-Poverty Network for 2016 before the fly to Brusel for the Meeting of the National 

Coordinators with the deputy Martin Poliačik, who helped succesfully to organize 1st Preparation 

Meeting during Seminar and  Public Hearing in Parliament after Election.   
 

Martin Poliačik 
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The Attitude to the Priorities of main Political Parties during Election by Confederation OZ KOVO, prepared 

by board member of SAPN Jozef Balica 

Postoj k volebným prioritám niektorých politických strán. 

    

V predvolebnej kampani sme svedkami predvolebných sľubov, predsavzatí, zmien a predstáv 

politických strán v prípade úspechu vo voľbách. Voličom sa prihovárajú naprieč celým spektrom oblastí, 

ktoré sa dotýkajú rôznych kategórií občanov, zamestnaných, nezamestnaných, dôchodcov, 

podnikateľov, mladých rodín atď. 

Zamestnanci nemôžu byť vazalmi ale ľuďmi s ľudskou dôstojnosťou. 

 Žijeme v demokratickej a pluralitnej spoločnosti. Každý má právo vyjadriť slobodne svoju vôľu koho voliť.  Nemáme radi 
ak nám niekto diktuje ako sa máme rozhodnúť. 

Skúsme sa ale zamyslieť nad hodnotami ktoré sú pre nás dôležité a aké návrhy politických strán nám pomôžu a ktoré 
nás poškodia.   

Jozef Balica – člen predsedníctva Rady OZ KOVO, člen Výboru Slovenskej siete proti chudobe            

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

I. Events related with preparation of our SAPN members and partner 

organisations at 15th European Meeting of PeP in Brussels focused on 

Social Standards and Social Pillar. 

Pozvánka / Invitation for 1st preparation committee meeting  2016  

Preparation of Work plan for 2016  

 

Na rozšírené stretnutie výboru  SAPN 9. Februára 2016 od 12.30  v Bratislave, v Dome odborov  Istropolis, 

Trnavské mýto č. 1   

PROGRAM :  

 otvorenie, určenie zapisovateľa a overovateľa zápisnice 

1/Správa o činnosti SAPN v roku 2015. Plnenie predchádzajúcich uznesení. Vyhodnotenie 14. Európskeho 

stretnutia ľudí so skúsenosťou chudoby s nadväznosťou na 15. Stretnutie v r. 2016 podporené 

predsedajúcou krajinou Slovenskou republikou. ( Predseda SAPN A. Galovičová) 

 2/ Reštrukturalizácia EAPN ( VZ EAPN na jeseň 2016, stanovisko SAPN, ako zviditeľniť činnosť EAPN, SAPN 

na Slovensku, ako získať podporu EAPN počas nášho Predsedníctva EÚ). (EXCO A.Galovičová, EUISG - 

S.Mareková). Medzinárodná spolupráca v rámci EAPN pobočiek.  

3/ Analýza volebných programov  a zorganizovanie tlačovej konferencie, na ktorej SAPN oboznámi 

verejnosť s výsledkami. 
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Príprava projektu  3. Vypočutie v Parlamente v spolupráci s FES (výbor SAPN) 

4/ Ako financovať boj proti chudobe, činnosť SAPN? Príprava a podávanie projektov, oslovenie 

donorov,  fundraising sekcia (?).  (výbor SAPN) 

 5/  Účtovná závierka. Správa kontrolóra k ideovému, technickému a ekonomickému fungovaniu SAPN 

(kontrolór SAPN p.    Reingraberová)  

6/ Pripomienkovanie Národnej reformnej správy za r. 2015 (jar 2016 deadline, Slávka Mareková)  

7/ Webstránka SAPN ( zhrnutia realizovaných aktivít SAPN , správa o registrácii, doméne, hostingu, 

technickom stave – F.Hromada ) 

8/ Stav členskej základne SAPN (predseda SAPN A. Galovičová) 

9/ Príprava Valného zhromaždenia SAPN (členovia výboru SAPN) 

10/  Stanovisko SAPN k Seminári v Bruseli 24. – 25. februára 2016 (S. Mareková) 

11. Iné: 
12. Uznesenie (členovia výboru SAPN) 
13. Záver 
 

 
 

Social Standards in European society – 5th of May 2016 

6 partner organisations including SAPN  discussed social standards and human 
rights, right for dignity life. There were results to continue in such discussions with 
the presence of municipalities, public authorities, NGO ś, trade union, employees, 
deputies of Parliament SR. 

Sociálne a zamestnanecké štandardy v európskej občianskej spoločnosti 

Regionálne informačné centrum Europe direct Prešov v spolupráci s partnermi Slovenská sieť proti 

chudobe, OZ Kovo, Inštitút aplikovanej etiky A. Spesza, Knižnica P. O. Hviezdoslava Prešov, Sociálny Prešov, 

zorganizovalo 5. mája 2016 v priestoroch Knižnice P. O. Hviezdoslava na Hlavnej ulici 139 v 

Prešove  odborný diskusný seminár na tému Sociálne a zamestnanecké štandardy v európskej občianskej 

spoločnosti. Ako hlavní diskutéri na seminári pozvanie prijali PhDr. Jozef Balica (OZ Kovo), Mgr. Katarína 

Timková (Inšpektorát práce), Doc. Martin Uháľ, PhD. (Inštitút aplikovanej etiky A.S.) a Ing. Ján Cuper (Sl. 

štatistický úrad). Podujatia sa zúčastnila takmer 40 hostí zo štátnej správy, samosprávy, 3. sektora 

a  zástupcovia zamestnávateľov, zamestnancov. Medzi hosťami bol aj poslanec SNR Oto Žarnay.  
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Za hlavného organizátora seminár otvoril PhDr. Peter Seman z Europe direct Prešov. Úvodným vstupom 

predstavil sieť EDIC a aj Slovenskú sieť proti chudobe. Potom uviedol a predstavil tému, naznačil európsky 

kontext a širšie súvislosti problematiky. Neskôr odovzdal slovo moderátorke Mgr. Slavomíre Marekovej. 

Celá diskusia sa niesla v znamení vysoko aktuálnych sociálno-občianskych tém, chudobe a obhajobe 

práv.  Účastníkov formát podujatia veľmi oslovil a vyjadrili sa, že v takomto duchu diskusných akcií je treba 

pokračovať aj v budúcnu. 

     

  
 

Seminar and 3 rd PUBLIC HEARING in Parliament of Slovak Republic 
 

Organized by Slovak Anti-Poverty Network and sponsored by Friedrich Ebert Stiftung 

Press Release 
• In cooperation with the state, public and governmental authorities, deputies of Slovak 

Parliament, NGO´s,  during 3 rd Public Hearing in May 24-25,  2016. There were cca 100 

active participants and cca 25 speakers, deputies, experts, governmental officiers who 

underlined that poverty agenda should be priority of our Slovak Presidency in 2016..  

https://utopia.sk/liferay/documents/112072/3984893/DSCF1107.jpg/7966e118-8c9a-4aac-9c0a-f29677158c6a?t=1462864459594
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Správa z 3. Verejného vypočutia v Parlamente SR 
Tlačová správa z Verejného vypočutie o chudobe 2016. 

 

Záštitu nad týmto mimoriadne dôležitým podujatím prevzala p. Lucia Nicholsonová - podpredsedníčka NR 
SR. 

Dňa 25.mája 2016 predstavila poslancom  na pôde Slovenskej národnej rady svoju činnosť 

Slovenská sieť proti chudobe, ktorá patrí k najväčším sieťam na Slovensku. Združuje 154 sociálne 
zameraných mimovládnych organizácií s vyše 250 000 členmi a členkami. Spája ich úsilie o ochranu ľudskej 
dôstojnosti v každej oblasti života,  snaha čeliť vzájomnému odcudzeniu sa spoločenských vrstiev, politickej 
ľahostajnosti, spoločenskej polarizácii a narušeniu spoločenskej súdržnosti. 

 

PhDr. Anna Galovičová predsedníčka a exekutívna koordinátorka pre Európsku sieť proti chudobe, 
predsedníčka a zakladateľka Spoločnosti Slovensko-indického priateľstva, veľvyslankyňa Fóra náboženstiev 
sveta na Slovensku privítala vzácnych hostí – poslancov SNR SR, ako aj splnomocnenca pre najchudobnejšie 
regióny p. Marcinčina, dr. Kollárovú za splnomocnenca pre Rómske komunity,  zástupcov jednotlivých 
mimovládnych organizácii, zástupkyňu sponzora FES  (Friedrich Ebert Stiftung) p. Barbaru Tiefenbacher. 
Poďakovala všetkým, že umožnili uskutočniť Verejné vypočutie. 

 

Sieť sa už 13 rokov snaží pomáhať ľuďom v núdzi  začať žiť dôstojne, postupne sa zbavovať naučenej 
bezmocnosti, veci meniť, znovu získať odvahu a optimizmus popasovať sa so zlou životnou situáciou, 
a začleniť sa do spoločnosti: 

• Osamelé matky s deťmi 

• Chudobní pracujúci 

• Opatrovatelia postihnutého člena rodiny 
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• Mladí nezamestnaní 

• Zdravotne postihnutí 

• Obyvatelia marginalizovaných vidieckych sídiel /nezamestnaní z regiónov s nedostatkom práce 

• Seniori s problematickým prístupom k službám 

Keď miliarda eur uniká ročne  zo štátnej kasy daňovými  podvodmi, tak tieto peniaze chýbajú práve pri 
odstraňovaní do chudoby sa prepadajúcich učiteľov, či zdravotných sestričiek, či iných zraniteľných skupín. 

            Dušan Plaček, člen výboru SAPN,  objasnil pánom poslancom, že napriek tomu, že väčšina neziskoviek 
bola vládou doteraz prehliadaná, bez finančnej dotácie, dlhodobo suplovala medzery sociálnej úlohy štátu. 
Svojou činnosťou neziskovky dokázali, že ich existencia je dôležitá a zaslúži si pozornosť vlády, aj finančnú 
podporu. Sám sa dlhodobo a zmysluplne venuje Rómskej komunite. 

 Dušan Plaček, Board member of SAPN 

            Eva Schnitzerová z Regionálneho úradu verejného zdravotníctva – Košice  zdôraznila, že by sme sa 
mali zomknúť a tak včas eliminovať zdroje prodrogového správania. Správnou prevenciou, akou je napríklad 
zvýšenie zdravotného uvedomenia či zlepšenie medziľudských vzťahov, zastaviť fenomén "stratenej 
generácie". Veď mladých bez práce do 29 rokov je takmer 82 tisíc. 

            Ľubica Gáliková prezidentka Fóra pre pomoc starším zdôraznila potrebu úpravy sociálnych zákonov, 
aby boli funkčné v praxi. Upozornila na existenciu bezplatnej Senior linky, ktorá sa zaviedla na pomoc 
seniorom v núdzi. 

            Programový riaditeľ Ladislav Oravec z Nadácie Milana Šimečku predstavil prehľadnú prezentáciu o 
chudobe na Slovensku. 

• Hlad je najväčším dôvodom úmrtí vo svete! Viac ako na AIDS alebo maláriu! 

• 5,7 % populácie úplne živorí!  18,4% je úplne odkázaných na pomoc iných! 
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Úspešné uplatnenie v živote súvisí nielen so sociálnym prostredím jedinca, ale hlavne s jeho úspechmi v 
škole. Mgr. Martin Poliačik úsilie strany SaS vyjadril slovami: „budeme sa snažiť, aby sito chudoby malo stále 
hustejšie oká a prepadalo cezeň menej a menej ľudí.“ We will try to reduce number of poor people in 
Slovakia – told Martin Poliačik from Slovak Parliament.  

Závery zasadnutia prezentovala PhDr.Anna Galovičová : Results presented by the chairperson of SAPN 
Anna Galovičova: Poverty is not only  question of moral crisis, but as a result of unbalanced economical, 
financial and social politics including education, culture.  We told  it in the Parliament, openly with strong 
voice. 

Chudoba nie je len otázkou morálnej krízy, ale aj nerovnováhy, pri uprednostňovaní ekonomických politík a 
hodnôt pred  sociálnymi politikami, kultúrou a  vzdelávaním, ako takým. 

 

     

Governmental representative Mr. Marcinčin 
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  Viera Dubačová and Mr. Czicsai, head of Parliament Com.

    Martin Fecko / Peter Osuský 

 

Niekoľkokrát odznelo z ich úst, že nás naše problémy spojili, že môžeme o nich spolu hovoriť, a hľadať 
riešenie. Sociálna politika potrebuje ľudí z praxe,  so sociálnym cítením, ktorých  treba prizývať do 
parlamentu , ako partnera vlády a vytvoriť im lepšie pracovné podmienky,  aby neboli znevýhodnení pri 
uchádzaní sa o projekty. Aby  Sieť proti chudobe mala financie na vytvorenie nielen kvalifikovaných, ale aj 
honorovaných pracovných miest. Podpredsedníčka parlamentu p. Lucia Nicholsonová nám 
poďakovala  za  realizáciu Verejného vypočutia a doterajšiu nezištnú prácu. Peter Osuský finished his 
speech with the word „I am happy to be here with you all“. , okrem iného, na záver verejného vypočutia 
skonštatoval:“ Som rád, že som tu s Vami bol!“ 
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Discussion with the experts from Slovak Academy of Sciences and Anna 
Galovičová – chairman of Slovak Anti-Poverty Network in Bratislava , 26th 
of May 2016 in Slovak Academy of Sciences (SAV) 

Results: It   is   necessary to  join common effort tackling poverty and to help people simple way understand 

deeper that poverty is  not  individualized but  multidimenzional phenomenon. There is  enough Money, but 

should be  for people. People should experience good effect in daily life. 

Diskusia 26. mája 13.00 

Gabriel Bianchi (Gabriel.Bianchi@savba.sk)  

Vážený p.Bianchi, 

potvrdzujem účasť. Vďaka za Vaše úsilie riešiť chudobu na Slovensku i za dôveru. Pozdravuje Anka 

Galovičová 

Vážená pani Anna Galovičová, 

týmto potvrdzujem pozvanie na diskusiu o chudobe, ktorá sa uskutoční za účasti pracovníkov 

Sociologického a Ekonomického ústavu SAV a v moderácii prof. Františka Novosáda z Filozofického ústavu 

SAV. 

 

Miesto konania: Pavilón spoločenských vied SAV, areál SAV Patrónka, Dúbravská cesta 9, Bratislava. 

Štvrtok, 26. mája, 13.00 

Prosím Vás o potvrdenie. 

Ďakujem Vám vopred za ochotu k spolupráci, srdečne, 

Gabriel Bianchi 

riaditeľ Ústavu výskumu sociálnej komunikácie SAV 

tel. 0908 73 82 57 

www.kvsbk.sav.sk 

       

http://www.kvsbk.sav.sk/
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Discussion organised by Europe direct Presov and Slovak Anti-Poverty 
Network about national identity, intercultural learning and peaceful 
coexistence   and active European citizenship. 

Slovenská národná a kultúrna identita v zjednotenej EÚ 
Europe direct Prešov 
Požiarnická 17, 080 01 Prešov, 
tel.: 0905 597 254, 0907 952 988, e-mail: info@europedirectpo.sk 

POZVÁNKA 

Europe direct Prešov v spolupráci s partnermi – Slovenská sieť proti chudobe a Katedra aplikovanej etiky FF 
UPJŠ, Vás pozýva na odborný diskusný seminár: 
„Slovenská národná a kultúrna identita v zjednotenej EÚ“ ktorý sa uskutoční: 
vo štvrtok, 23. júna 2016 o 09:00 hod. 
v priestoroch Kaviarne LIBRESSO, Hlavná 29, Prešov 
(z chodníka na Hlavnej ulici vojsť do podchodu/brány, vľavo hneď vedľa Unicreditbanky 
a zísť po schodoch dole do priestorov kaviarne) 
program: 

•09:00– Prezentácia účastníkov 

•09:20– Panelová diskusia 
(historické východiská národov strednej Európy, filozofický pohľad na kultúrnu 
a národnú identitu, europeanizmus, zjednocovanie Európy, EÚ a národná 
identita jej členov, súčasné trendy, príčiny „exitmánie“...) 

•12:45– Záver 

•13:00– Tlačový brífing 
Seminár sa uskutoční v rámci Dňa Európskej kultúry v Prešove. 
Počet miest je limitovaný, preto Vašu účasť, prosím, včas nahláste e-mailom 
na: info@europedirectpo.sk . Akceptáciu prihlášky Vám spätne potvrdíme. 
Tešíme sa na spoluprácu. 

 

Presov Roma Festival organized by Slovak Anti-Poverty Network and Europe direct and several parter 
organisations to support Participation and sharing good and bad practices. We discussed what are 
vulnerable groups in Slovakia exept Roma communities, how policies and social services need to address 
their needs. It was useful to hear their opinion on trends and their suggestions for best practices in relation 
to participation process and to what extent these processes allow the most vulnerable amongst people 
living in poverty to have their say at all levels of decision-making. Summary: Slovakia is still not democratic 
and developped society with equal rights to all and dignified life for all. Public attitudes didn´t recently 
changed. Poor people are punished, criminalized, with increasing numbers of executions, loosing their 
housing for small debt. We informed them, that all EU member states have ratified the European 
Convention of Human Rights.   

Prešov strengthening participation and inclusion of Roma community in majoritan 
society in poor east Slovakia , social pillar and human rights for dignity life. 

Europe direct, združenie Romad a Slovenská sieť proti chudobe, partnersky zorganizovali dňa 13. augusta 
2016  Hlavnom námestí v Prešove veľké verejné podujatie pod názvom Prešovský rómsky festival. Každý z 
partnerov sa podieľal na uskutočnení akcie v rámci svojich kompetencií a poslania. Slovenská sieť proti 
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chudobe sa venovala problematike ľudí zažívajúcich chudobu. Na námestí mala postavený stánok a 
ponúkala v ňom rôzne propagačné materiály zamerané na chudobu ľudí, možnosti sociálnej advokácie a 
obhajoby ľudských práv. V stánku bola zorganizovaná aj mini výstava fotografii s tematikou chudobných 
ľudí a ich dennodenných problémov. 

Hlavným poslaním účasti Slovenskej siete proti chudobe na Prešovskom rómskom festivale bolo 
zviditeľnenie problematiky chudoby na verejnosti a tak zvyšovať senzibilitu spoločnosti voči tomuto 
negatívnemu sociálnemu javu. Mesto Prešov je centrom regiónu s najvyššou mierou nezamestnanosti a 
súčasne aj najvyššou koncentráciou sociálne najviac marginalizovaných ľudí žijúcich v chudobe, alebo na jej 
prahu. Títo ľudia sú v značnej miere reprezentovaní príslušníkmi rómskych komunít. Aj z tohto pohľadu sa 
účasť Slovenskej siete proti chudobe práve na takomto verejnom podujatí javí veľmi efektívna. 

Prešovský rómsky festival bol prezentovaný aj ako multikultúrne podujatie a dá sa povedať, že išlo o veľmi 
vydarenú akciu. Počas hlavného kultúrneho programu sa pred tribúnou zúčastnila takmer tisícka divákov. 
Ľudia sa však nie iba vtedy, ale po celý deň pristavovali pri stánku Slovenskej siete proti chudobe, 
diskutovali a rozoberali niektoré aktuálne problémy chudoby na Slovensku a v Európe. S členmi Slovenskej 
siete rozprávali o problematike chudobných ľudí a o možnostiach nápravy existujúceho stavu.  Aj z tohto 
pohľadu to bol výrazný príspevok ku zviditeľneniu a obhajobe práv ľudí zažívajúcich chudobu. 

   

   

 

Last Preparation meeting in Piestany, 11-12. November 2016 of Slovak 

delegation for 15th European Meeting of PeP 

We discussed key questions of the theme. We used the translation of the documents from EAPN. We 

gained relevant information in the workshops. We prepared creative presentation how important is 

understand Poverty as  multidimenzional phenomenon, where is strong relation between Poverty and 
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Health. Several partners contacted us to prepare common project with new definition of Health . In our 

bilboard we informed about 10 years of existence Slovak Anti-Poverty Network . 

We returned home empowered thanks to strong program and good English communication of our Slovak 

delegation with the experts from EP, EC, EAPN, with new vision „ Europe – good place for all, not only for 

some people“ –as Mario Nicolini described during evaluation meeting in Nitra, 18-19. December 2016.  
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Follow-up meeting Empowerment through Participation  with the 

workshop 19.12.2016 

Nitra  – University of Constantine the Philosopher, Faculty of Social Sciences and Health Care, 

Department of Roma Studies   

 

Seminár s tlačovou besedou  Slovenskej siete proti chudobe 

Posilnenie participáciou - jedna z výziev Európskeho pilieru sociálnych práv  
 

  

Univerzita Konštantína Filozofa,  Nitra 

 

  Pondelok 19. december 2016 od 9.30h  

  PROGRAM 

 

 9.00  Registrácia 

 9.30  - 11.30  Vyhodnotenie 15. Európskeho stretnutia v Bruseli pod záštitou 
Slovenského predsedníctva Rady EÚ a okrúhly stôl zameraný na 
posilnenie participácie (účasti) 
Privítanie – p. dekan a pani vedúca katedry Jurina Rusnáková 
Zviditeľnenie názorov ľudí so skúsenosťou chudoby z rôznych 
Európskych krajín o tom, čo je zmysluplná participácia a ako ju 
možno dosiahnuť. Debata o tom, ako môže Európsky pilier sociálnych 
práv posilniť účasť  ľudí na národnej a Európskej úrovni – právo ľudí 
so skúsenosťou chudoby zúčastniť sa na riešení ako dôležité 
sociálne právo. Aké sú potrebné podmienky pre participáciu?  
Zníženie nerovnosti. EU sociálne štandardy musia zabezpečiť 
adekvátny príjem po celý životný cyklus, aj v starobe. 123 miliónov 
ľudí zažíva chudobu v EU Nárast ľudí so závažnou materiálnou 
depriváciou.  
 
Posilnenie postavenia neziskového sektoru pri znižovaní chudoby. 
Spoločné projekty a sieťovanie. Vízie a priority expertov. Celosvetový 
model rozvoja založený na ľudských právach a zameraný na ľudí 
a planétu. Chudoba a zdravie. 
Prečo je potrebné, aby chudobných ľudí bolo počuť  

11.30   - 12.00 Občerstvenie   

12.00  - 13.30 
Valné zhromaždenie, prijatie nových členov SAPN  a záver 
 

13.30 - 14.00 Tlačová beseda 

 
Záväzná prihláška na ďalšej strane. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



17 
 

 
Záväzná prihláška 

Seminár s tlačovou besedou  Slovenskej siete proti chudobe 

Posilnenie participáciou  - jedna z výziev Európskeho pilieru sociálnych práv 
 

Ústav romologických štúdií Fakulta sociálnych vied a zdravotníctva Univerzita Konštantína Filozofa v Nitre, 

Kraskova 1, 949 74 Nitra 
 
 

   Univerzita Konštantína Filozofa v Nitre, Kraskova 1 949 74 Nitra 

                       19. december 2016, (pondelok), o 9.30h. 

Meno Priezvisko Organizácia  
 
   

Tel a mail kontakt:   

Cestovné 2 tr. bude preplatené 

Potrebujem preplatiť 
cestovné:  predpokladaná suma:  

 
áno / nie 

   

Ubytovanie 

Ubytovanie  
z 18-19.12.2016  Záväzné!  Treba nahlásiť do 17.11.2016 

 
áno / nie 
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Stretnutie v Partizánskom, mesto s veľkou Rómskou populáciou (PhDr.A.Galovičová a ing.Rosa Kumanová) 

 

II. Europe 2020 – activities. 

Poverty and income inequality featured among the key topics at the Central European Interfaith Forum 

(CEIF 2016), which hosted more than 150 participants representing 20 nations, 3 continents, 7 world 

religions as well as other religious, spiritual or humanist traditions. The gathering took place in Nitra, 

Slovakia, on 25 July 2016. The alarming trends of nationalism, extremism and xenophobia in our societies, 
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as well as the world’s complex economic, social and political issues, require dialogue between the spiritual 

individuals, communities, authorities, and the guiding institutions of this world. 

In order to thoroughly discuss the topic of poverty and to network the concerned individuals and 

institutions, the Forum featured a main panel entitled “Inner Roots of Poverty”, a policy session on poverty, 

a lively NGO Forum, as well as an Interfaith Meeting in Prayer and Thought which frequently referenced the 

issues of poverty and inequality.  

In the Nitra Statement, the essential policy outcome of the conference, poverty is highlighted both directly 

and indirectly. In these darkening times, reads the Statement, dialogue is essential. True dialogue, however, 

must be conducted out of respect for the other. True dialogue must also be underpinned by knowledge. 

“Live and let live” is no longer sufficient in a Europe overwhelmed by migration and other challenges. 

Solidarity in action must be based on the principle “live and help live”. The Nitra Statement can be accessed 

here: ow.ly/31be303ha30.  

The discussion panel on “How to Reduce Poverty” featured Professor Vladimír Krčméry, Rector of St 

Elizabeth University of Health and Social Sciences and Manager of RESOTY Re-socialization Community of 

Anton Srholec, Jo Bothmer, Co-founder of the European Anti-Poverty Network, Anna Záborská, Member of 

European Parliament, and Federico Reho, Researcher of the Martens Centre. Moderated by Tomáš 

Horváth, civic activist and teacher with Teach for Slovakia, the panel also featured contributions from 

leading members of the Slovak Anti-Poverty Network, Slavomíra Mareková and Peter Seman. 

 

Panelists agreed that limited access to food, housing, justice and education are the key indicators of 

poverty, but poverty has many dimensions. Poverty is a moral problem perceived as such by all religions. 

Many Europeans have difficulty sympathising with refugees because they suffer their own “working 

poverty”: they remain poor even though they work. Thus it is no less acute to pay the same attention to 

poor people living in our own countries and enter the battle to improve the quality of their lives. 

The panel also agreed that growth, sustainability, and wisdom are necessary prerequisites for a successful 

solution to the problem of poverty. While combating poverty at the national level can have positive effects 

when policymakers work efficiently, the effort often becomes wasted in nations with high rates of 

corruption or rigid bureaucracies. In such situations, the engagement of individuals and local communities 

in helping the poor becomes irreplaceable, and undoubtedly, profoundly human. 

Professor Krčméry shared his experience from a refugee camp where Slovak physicians work in an 

environment of absolute poverty. Rather than talking about our success, he pointed at our failures but 

noticed that a positive side of poverty is solidarity. Some people think that poverty is something that the 

http://ow.ly/31be303ha30
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poor deserve for their deeds or passivity; more appropriate, however, would be a reference to the Gospel 

story of a blind young man, who was born blind “in order that the deeds of God are demonstrated in him”.  

 

Jo Bothmer, an experienced anti-poverty activist, claimed that poverty exists as a result of political and 

economic decisions. The lack of sufficient income affects children and closes their future. The ambition 

must be to have less people living in poverty. The key question, for him, is how to make poverty visible and 

how to engage in combating it. There are tens of thousands of international organizations: fighting poverty 

is like navigating a ministry, featuring fights between different groups and their strategies for eradicating 

poverty. Growth, sustainability, and wisdom are necessary prerequisites for a successful solution of the 

problem. The public needs to be shown a different picture of the poor man. The world is full of despair; 

often we need several tries to be successful in life. We need to create a platform where the poor can speak 

about their ideas, proposals, projects, and participate in the decision-making process. This would bring 

hope to the people on the edge in order for them to become full members of the society, self-confident 

citizens. 

 

Anna Záborská presented a politician’s point of view. It is necessary to make a distinction between absolute 

and relative poverty. Limited access to food, justice and education are the key indicators of poverty. 

External poverty is a state of limited human rights and dignity. The Lisbon Strategy, with its Strategy 2020, 

planned to make the EU the most developed part of the world by 2010. Contrary to political planning, the 

year 2010 was proclaimed the Year of Poverty. Ethical approaches are best implemented at the individual 

level where real mercy can be shown. As a Catholic, Mrs Záborská expects God’s judgment over every 

individual including herself.  

Federico Reho thinks that charity, solidarity and subsidiarity form a vital part of the solution to the many 

pockets of poverty that exist within Europe. At the national level, the welfare state model has 

demonstrated some partial positive effects but often becomes an instrument for scoring political points. 
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Indeed, countries without social welfare have a better developed sense of Christian charity, where 

individuals are more involved. Systematic approaches to solving poverty become ineffective in countries 

with high levels of corruption and where international aid disappears in the pockets of local officials.  

Peter Seman, sharing his experience of working with poor communities including the Roma, warned against 

being “too international” and forgetting our own people in need. In Eastern Slovakia regular citizens live in 

much worse conditions than asylum seekers in today’s refugee camps. He described the phenomenon of 

“working poverty”, where 60% of people do not reach 50% of the average national income and cannot 

provide their living. It is really hard to persuade such people to solidarize with refugees. The spiritual level 

of human existence is one thing, Mr. Seman said, but it cannot be separated it from the physical or financial 

needs: we have to solve our domestic problems first and only then help foreigners. 

 

Slavomíra Mareková underlined the principle that if each member of a human society can develop, the 

whole society develops as a result. The crucial questions are: “Where do I belong in this social system? Who 

am I? How to secure my basic rights?” There are people in Slovak society with uncertain status, e.g. 

informal nurses who care for their handicapped family members but cannot be employed. While playing an 

important role in society, informal nurses suffer from low income and low social status despite the fact that 

the European Charter and other documents protect their rights. 

 

In the Q&A, the problem of graft in the distribution of humanitarian aid was highlighted, resulting in 

nations (or their leaders) becoming dependent on international assistance. Mr Reho replied that there are 

pockets of poverty where good Christians are actively giving money and efficiently helping the poor. In a 

broader point, Maureen Goodman added that it is usually human greed that enables poverty to be real. We 

need to change the paradigm, human thinking, otherwise our “solutions” will only amount to sticking 

plasters on the problem. 
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Summing up the discussion, the moderator Tomáš Horváth underlined that poverty is often a consequence 

of political decisions. Absolute and relative poverty must be distinguished. He shared his experience from 

Markušovce, a village in Slovakia’s East, where he teaches and experiences the existential principles: 

goodness, beauty and truth. He concluded by referencing Pope Francis: “It is good to see how kids can grow 

in knowledge amid all the poverty that surrounds them. This is where my dream comes true.” 
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Ladies and gentlemen, 

Let me start by thanking the organizers for inviting me. I like to use this opportunity to say some words about poverty, 

about the people we as European Anti-Poverty Network work with, about their position and future and about the future 

of the next generations within the European Union. 

Jo Bothmer 

 

What is poverty? 

It is a lack of sufficient income that gives you the opportunity to live decently. 

It is having a paid job that does not deliver sufficient income for you and your family. 

It is being lonely, without family or friends. This may have as reason that you are afraid to go to birthdays et 

cetera, since you cannot buy a present. 

It prevents children to pick up the education they want. 

It means that people are afraid of visiting a doctor, since they cannot pay the bil lor the follow up costs. 

It is a position in which people are excluded and even exclude themselves from the world, and the end of 

participation. 

 

The challenge can be found in the simple word ‘How’. 

How can we make hidden poverty visual? 

How can we recognize the citizens that needs our support? 

How can we win the citizens trust? 

How can we support? 

How can we create a stairway to participation? 

I work with all kinds of groups, amongst which locally active self organizations of people experiencing 

poverty for over 32 years now. In my opinion we can bring this very often hidden world back to three 

headings 

➢ Darkness 
➢ Hope 
➢ Future 

This world is full of darkness and despair. It is quite easy to enter this world, but extremely difficult to 

leave. Most of the time you need one or even several hands and attempts to be successful, whilst most of 

the excluded will never succeed. So how can me make it easier to succeed? 

To answer this question we have to look at the world of the poor, in which there are tenth of thousands of 

organizations, including those who are paid by governments or otherwise to work here. It is an industry, 

were money can be earned. It is also a world in which you may create a new personal position. It is a world 

in which people of all kinds of education, of jobs, of skills and experience can be found. This makes this 

world very creative, but also produces fights between tribes. If we want to change poverty. If we want to 

create a future for the poor and excluded, we should be aware of this and respect the fact that there is 

more than one speaker in behalf of the poor. That is a step to recognize the needs and a step to win trust. 
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For a network like EAPN that works in the middle of all of this, there are three important issues. 

The first is growth, the second sustainability and the last one is wisdom. 

We need growth, even if we are the biggest NGO within the European Union. Since growth means that we 

will be seen, that they will start to listen to us, to create a dialogue and open new doors. The bigger our 

organization the harder it will be to ignore. 

But what about sustainability? 

Concerning the question ‘How long support is needed’, we, the poor and excluded that work hand in hand, 

should realize that we have to prepare for a long fight. We have to be clear about the fact that we time and 

again have to produce new ideas, proposals, possibilities. That we have to be a sustainable factor, a 

positive factor within our communities. This namely creates hope. 

And thirdly we need wisdom, since the other parties do not expect us to be wise. Poor, unemployed and 

excluded are very often set aside as to lazy to work, just wanting to get all profit of the state, not being able 

to take care for our own live. We are seen as parasites. 

We need to avoid these discussions and need to open different discussions, show different pictures of what 

poor people mean to society. As volunteers, as people that are in an in work poverty situation, as 

handicapped persons or as friends that always will share the little bit they have. 

As organization this means that we involve constantly the marginalized, create a platform for them to 

speak, to be heard, to give them a face. This way they cannot be ignored, no one can look away. Mostly we 

hear after such a workshop or conference a lot of pure astonishment about the things that our group 

brought into the discussion, about their ideas and proposals. This makes the invisible visible again. It also 

creates opportunities to start small projects by the poor themselves to end isolation. This opens doors to 

participation and again offers hope.  

We deal with the participation ladder, given to us by Dr. Leni Jansen, with whom we worked for a long 

time. She created the ladder, that offers 4 stages. 

1. Access to information 

2. Getting involved in the dialogue 

3. Bringing forward our own ideas and proposals 

4.  Have a say in the decision process. 

In the Netherlands we created a participation process, about 30 years ago, that offers poor and excluded 

the possibility to be a member of a client council at the department of social assistance, or on other levels. 

That way we were and are able to influence the execution of laws on the local level and created a stairway 

in to participation. Since for us, participation is more than just having a few hours of paid work. It means to 

get and have access to our societies as a full member and a full citizen. To have access to a future. 

To end this trip into the world of the poor and excluded, I like to say a few words about Europe. For me, 

born at the German border and quite near to Belgium, it goes without saying that we need to work 

together and that the EU is a great opportunity to avoid wars. What we have to be aware of is that Europe 

always will change, that prosperity and poverty are standing next to each other. That we have to fight 
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poverty, unemployment, exclusion and inequality together, as friends, as allies that will go for a Europe 

in which the next generations can grow up in prosperity and solidarity. 

Thank you 

Jo Bothmer, from Nedherland, co-founder of EAPN 

Reflections on CEIF 2016 with Jo Bothmer: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MRwnKEjjjMk 

 

III. Translation of EAPN Documents  

We send it included in mail 100 pages.  

Participation of the Slovak delegates in EAPN General Assembly  in Brugges 2016 

         

    

From 15-16 November 2016 in Brussels, the European Anti-Poverty Network held its 2016 
European Meeting of People Experiencing Poverty under the heading “Empowerment Through 
Participation!”. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MRwnKEjjjMk
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The meeting was opened on behalf of the Slovak EU Presidency by Mr Brano Ondrus, State Secretary of the 
Ministry of Labor, Social Affairs and Family. Pointing to the failure of politics across the EU to uphold human 
dignity, Mr. Ondrus underlined that poverty and social exclusion has been one of the Trio’s priorities. He 
called poverty a multi-dimensional phenomenon which requires that anti-poverty policies are brought in 
sync with other economic and social policies. Mr Ondrus went on to describe specific actions taken by the 
Presidency in addressing the issues of the empowerment of women particularly on the labor market, the 
challenge of aging populations, the integration of the Roma and the Roma youth, and better accessibility 
and housing for persons with disabilities. Mr Ondrus expressed his strong support for the Commission’s 
proposal on the European Pillar of Social Rights, which has "great potential to shape the future of Europe”. 
The future, he said, is greatly dependent on how Europe tackles poverty in the coming years. The keynote 
address by Mr Ondrus can be viewed here: https://youtu.be/sDnZVF_-xUM 

 

The PeP Meeting featured interactive discussions about a wide range of topics. It was attended by several 
Members of the European Parliament whose presence was appreciated by lively debate. “Europe is  in dire 
need of a new vision to win back the support of its citizens. One powerful vision is emerging from Europe’s 
poor and marginalized people: making Europe a great place for all, not just for some,” Mario Nicolini said 
after the meeting.  

 

The meeting culminated with a collective action in front of the European Commission’s Berlaymont 
building. EAPN activists sang Bob Dylan’s “Blowing in the Wind” to underscore their relentless fight to bring 
poverty on top of the European agenda. They were met by Marianne Thyssen, Commissioner for 
Employment, Social Affairs, Skills and Labour Mobility, who sang the song with them and pledged her 
support for the fight against poverty: “The poverty figures are going down, this means that, together with 
member states, organisations and social partners, we were able to lift already some millions out of poverty, 
but this is not enough, because too many are left.” Peter Vittek, a member of the Slovak delegation stated 
that “the European Commission should listen to the people experiencing poverty, because they have a lot 
of experiences, and they know a lot of solutions to critical situations.” Some of these were encapsulated in 
messages written on hundreds of paper helicopters, which were launched at the Berlaymont building, and 
offered to the Commissioner who was present. A video report from the 15th Meeting can be viewed here:  

https://youtu.be/sDnZVF_-xUM
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https://youtu.be/Bcqjw1y9218 

 

The Slovak group at the PeP Meeting was led by Dr Anna Galovicova, Chairwoman of the Slovak Anti-
Poverty Network (SAPN). It also included Peter Vittek and Eva Riecanska of Utopia, a project aimed at 
enhacing democratic participation, and Mario Nicolini, Executive Director of the Forum of the World’s 
Religions - Slovakia which seeks to foster interfaith and intercultural dialogue across Central Europe. The 
Slovak booth, installed in the main hall of the Atelier des Tanneurs where the conference took place, 
highlighted the history of the Network’s engagement with and for the poor. It showed the story of Eva 
Račická, a SAPN activist who pioneered the selling of Nota Bene, a street magazine which helps the 
homeless earn a dignified living. An interview with Mr Fintan Farrell, the outgoing EAPN Director about the 
outcomes of the 15th Meeting can be viewed here: https://youtu.be/YcGan9B042M. 

 

The Slovak group also presented Poverty and Health, SAPN’s new initiative aiming to explore and bridge the 
substantial internal and external barriers that prevent people from adopting healthy lifestyles, which 
include social-economic disadvantage, poverty and social exclusion.  

https://youtu.be/Bcqjw1y9218
https://youtu.be/YcGan9B042M
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SAPN is looking for partners and funding to develop the Poverty and Health project. The strategic aim is to 
promote a holistic understanding of health as not only a physical but also a mental, social and spiritual state 
that enables man to reach an optimum quality of life without being an obstacle to a similar effort by others. 
The project’s goals are to demonstrate and discern by research the interrelationships between health and 
poverty; develop policy recommendations based on these findings; raise awareness about these issues in 
policy and academia as well as in the general public. Promote the agenda of SAPN and EAPN nationally and 
internationally. Strengthen the SAPN network and extend its policy impact.  

 

The outcomes of the 2016 European Meeting of People Experiencing Poverty were presented to the Slovak 
Anti-Poverty Network at its meeting in Nitra on 19 December 2016. The meeting was held in cooperation 
with the Institute of Romani Studies of the Constantine the Philosopher University. The plenary was opened 
Dr Dana Zrubcová, Vice Dean of the Faculty of Social Sciences and Health, who expressed her wish to 
deepen collaboration with SAPN in the future. Following presentations by Dr Galovicova and Mr Nicolini, 
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the assembled audience discussed the contents of the Brussels meeting. They agreed that the European 
Pillar of Social Rights should list the fight against poverty as a priority. The agenda for SAPN in the coming 
year also received due attention, and will include participation in the EMIN2 project of the EAPN.   

This report from PeP Meeting  was compiled by Mario Nicolini 

Thank you all for support, help and sponsoring our activities guided by EAPN.  

With love Anna Galovičova – chairman of Slovak Anti-Poverty Network 

 
 
 
 
9.1.2017, Done by Anna Galovičová, chairwoman of SAPN 


