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2016 was for Slovak Anti-Poverty Network (SAPN) hectic and dynamic year, too. We had Election
to the Parliament of Slovak Republic. In 2nd half of 2016 was Slovak Presidency of EU and extraordinary
duties and possibilities. So, we worked with great effort to catch the chance and to improve the quality of
our work to be more usefull for people experiencing poverty and by our activities, creative presentations
to make SAPN stabile and sustainable financially with stronger voice and more useful for our member
organisations and partners, including EAPN.

We changed adress of the seat of our organisation from Bratislava to Piestany with new chairman
Anna Galovi¢ova from Piestany. We changed Regulars of the organisations, so we had to change all official
documents, which took time till March 2016. With the completed documents we were able to prepare and
to aply for several projects during Slovak Presidency. But, no one was approved, the position of SAPN in our
society as many other NGO's is still weak.

SAPN was headed by the Executive Committee consisting of Balica Jozef (0Z KOVO), Anna
Galovicova (Slovak-Indian Friendship Society, Marekova Slavomira (OZ TURRS), Dusan Pladek (OZ Jesko),
Peter Seman (EuropeDirect) and BoZena Reingraberova (Women org. ). Majority of board members don’t
speak English, so many materials and instructions from the European Anti-Poverty Network had to be
translated and discussed during our meetings with the members or through sapn mailing list. We focused
on better understanding of the priorities of EAPN by our members. It was not easy because of language
barriers and fear from the refugees and migrants, xenophobie strenghten by our government, too. Despite
of it we focused on intercultural dialogue and Exchange during Central European Intercultural Forum with
the presentation of the refugees living in Slovakia, joined with the poverty issue and we discussed the
necessary to prepare our citizens for co-existence and common work with the migrants also during Follow-
up of 15th European meeting .

We are aware that there is more and more duties yearly, which needs a lot of time, energy,
experienced members with the competencies, language skills, IT skills, communication skills, team-building
and project — management competencies and leadership. It was strong motivation to empower new
members experiencing poverty through participation in EAPN Conferences, meetings, General Assembly,
etc. It helped.

At the beginning of 2016 — February 9th, preparation committee prepared small Work plan for
2016 with the budget focused on empowerement Slovak Anti-Poverty Network through
Participation. The suggestions of the PeP can greatly support national and European decision-
makers to best target policies. To make steps towards these ambitions 2016 meetings were focused
on key question ,how to increase participation in all levels (local, regional, national, and European
policies during Slovak Presidency”.

e In cooperation with the state, public and governmental authorities, deputies of Slovak
Parliament and NGO's focused on social inclusion and fight against poverty we organized
Seminar and Public Hearing in May 24-25, 2016. There were cca 100 active participants
and cca 25 speakers, deputies, experts, governmental officiers, activistis, etc.

e Through cooperation with other strong Networks (101. World Esperanto Congress in
Slovakia under umbrella of Slovak Presidency) and other powerful organisations as CEIF
(Central European Intercultural Forum) during International Conference (July 2016) with
the topic how to tackle poverty and make the voice of poor people stronger with the vision
of Europe as a good place for all citizens, not only somebody. There were present cca 200
participants and 60 speakers and experts, public authorities, NGO ‘s with the market of the




NGO s, presenting their activities, etc. The need to disscuss with the refugees, migrants,
PeP and peace co-existence were underlined.
e Preparation of National Strategic Plan (Europe 2020) focused on Social Pillar, discussion.

1. During Seminar and Public Hearing 24- 25th of May 2016 we emphasized how important is to bring
poverty agenda among priorities of Slovak Presidency and support the work of EC, EAPN and other
social platforms. And helping reduce the number of poor people in Europe. We did step forward.

2. During International Conference 25 July 2016 in cooperation with the EAPN and thanks to
participation of Jo Bothmer from Netherlands (previous Presidency of EU)we succeded bring issue
of poverty among priorities of Slovak Presidency joining effort of Netherlands Presidency and
future Malta Presidency. It was confirmed by State Secretary Mr. Ondrus also during opening
ceremony in 15th European Meeting of Pep in his speech in Brussel 15th of November 2016.

3. Through creative presentations during all events and meetings, workshops participants exchanged
views on these questions. During dialogue sessions where the outcomes of the workshops were
discussed with people who shapes and seeks to influence national, regional, local and European
policies and programmes we gave our members key information about Social Pillar and its
importance to tackle poverty. We emphasized the social right for dignified life for all people.

So, in 2016 we established and run section of experts to help us prepare higher quality of our main
activities in 2016 as preparation for the 15" European Meeting in Brusel and to inform people experiencing
poverty about social programs of the political parties during election 5" of March 2016 and their chance
through Participation. Prepared by Jozef Balica and OZ KOVO trade union:

9th of March 2016 — consultation of Anna Galovi¢ova in Bratislava focused on Work Programme
of Slovak Anti-Poverty Network for 2016 before the fly to Brusel for the Meeting of the National
Coordinators with the deputy Martin Polia¢ik, who helped succesfully to organize 1st Preparation
Meeting during Seminar and Public Hearing in Parliament after Election.

Martin Poliacik




The Attitude to the Priorities of main Political Parties during Election by Confederation OZ KOVO, prepared
by board member of SAPN Jozef Balica

Postoj k volebnym prioritdm niektorych politickych stran.
®

V predvolebnej kampani sme svedkami predvolebnych slubov, predsavzati, zmien a predstav
politickych stran v pripade Uspechu vo volbach. Voli€om sa prihovaraju naprie¢ celym spektrom oblasti,
ktoré sa dotykaju réznych kategérii obcanov, zamestnanych, nezamestnanych, déchodcov,
podnikatefov, mladych rodin atd.

Zamestnanci nemé6zu byt’ vazalmi ale 'ud'mi s 'udskou déstojnost’ou.

Zijeme v demokratickej a pluralitnej spoloénosti. Kazdy ma pravo vyjadrit slobodne svoju vélu koho volit. Nemame radi
ak nam niekto diktuje ako sa mame rozhodnut.

Skusme sa ale zamysliet nad hodnotami ktoré su pre nas délezité a aké navrhy politickych stran nam pomdézu a ktoré
nas poskodia.

Jozef Balica — ¢élen predsednictva Rady OZ KOVO, ¢len Vyboru Slovenskej siete proti chudobe

Miera evidovanej nezamestnanosti v okresoch SR k 31.01.2016

Events related with preparation of our SAPN members and partner
organisations at 15th European Meeting of PeP in Brussels focused on
Social Standards and Social Pillar.

Pozvanka / Invitation for 1st preparation committee meeting 2016
Preparation of Work plan for 2016

Na rozsirené stretnutie vyboru SAPN 9. Februdra 2016 od 12.30 v Bratislave, v Dome odborov Istropolis,
Trnavské myto €. 1

PROGRAM :

otvorenie, urCenie zapisovatela a overovatela zapisnice

1/Sprava o ¢innosti SAPN v roku 2015. PInenie predchadzajicich uzneseni. Vyhodnotenie 14. Eurdpskeho
stretnutia ludi so skisenostou chudoby s nadvaznostou na 15. Stretnutie v r. 2016 podporené
predsedajucou krajinou Slovenskou republikou. ( Predseda SAPN A. Galovicova)

2/ Restrukturalizacia EAPN ( VZ EAPN na jesen 2016, stanovisko SAPN, ako zviditelnit ¢innost EAPN, SAPN
na Slovensku, ako ziskat podporu EAPN pocas nasho Predsednictva EU). (EXCO A.Galovicova, EUISG -
S.Marekova). Medzinarodna spolupraca v ramci EAPN pobocdiek.

3/ Analyza volebnych programov a zorganizovanie tla¢ovej konferencie, na ktorej SAPN oboznami
verejnost s vysledkami.




Priprava projektu 3. Vypocutie v Parlamente v spolupraci s FES (vybor SAPN)

4/ Ako financovat boj proti chudobe, ¢innost SAPN? Priprava a podavanie projektov, oslovenie
donorov, fundraising sekcia (?). (vybor SAPN)

5/ U&tovna zavierka. Sprava kontroléra k ideovému, technickému a ekonomickému fungovaniu SAPN
(kontrolér SAPN p. Reingraberova)

6/ Pripomienkovanie Narodnej reformnej spravy za r. 2015 (jar 2016 deadline, Slavka Marekova)
7/ Webstranka SAPN ( zhrnutia realizovanych aktivit SAPN, sprava o registracii, doméne, hostingu,
technickom stave — F.Hromada )

8/ Stav Clenskej zakladne SAPN (predseda SAPN A. Galovicova)

9/ Priprava Valného zhromazdenia SAPN (¢lenovia vyboru SAPN)

10/ Stanovisko SAPN k Seminari v Bruseli 24. — 25. februéra 2016 (S. Marekova)

11. Iné:
12. Uznesenie (¢lenovia vyboru SAPN)
13. Zaver

Social Standards in European society — 5th of May 2016

6 partner organisations including SAPN discussed social standards and human
rights, right for dignity life. There were results to continue in such discussions with
the presence of municipalities, public authorities, NGO $, trade union, employees,
deputies of Parliament SR.

Socialne a zamestnanecké standardy v eurépskej obianskej spolo¢nosti

Regiondlne informacné centrum Europe direct PreSov v spolupraci s partnermi Slovenska siet proti
chudobe, OZ Kovo, Institut aplikovanej etiky A. Spesza, Kniznica P. O. Hviezdoslava PreSov, Socidlny Presov,
zorganizovalo 5. maja 2016 v priestoroch Kniznice P. O. Hviezdoslava na Hlavnej ulici 139 v

PreSove odborny diskusny seminar na tému Socidlne a zamestnanecké Standardy v eurdpskej obcianskej
spolocnosti. Ako hlavni diskutéri na seminari pozvanie prijali PhDr. Jozef Balica (OZ Kovo), Mgr. Katarina
Timkova (InSpektorat prace), Doc. Martin Uhal, PhD. (Institut aplikovanej etiky A.S.) a Ing. Jan Cuper (SI.
Statisticky Urad). Podujatia sa zGc¢astnila takmer 40 hosti zo Statnej spravy, samospravy, 3. sektora

a zastupcovia zamestnavatelov, zamestnancov. Medzi hostami bol aj poslanec SNR Oto Zarnay.




Za hlavného organizatora semindr otvoril PhDr. Peter Seman z Europe direct Presov. Uvodnym vstupom
predstavil siet EDIC a aj Slovensku siet proti chudobe. Potom uviedol a predstavil tému, naznadil eurépsky
kontext a SirSie suvislosti problematiky. Neskor odovzdal slovo moderatorke Mgr. Slavomire Marekovej.

Celd diskusia sa niesla v znameni vysoko aktudlnych socidlno-obc¢ianskych tém, chudobe a obhajobe
prav. U&astnikov format podujatia velmi oslovil a vyjadrili sa, Ze v takomto duchu diskusnych akcii je treba
pokracovat aj v buddcnu.
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Seminar and 3 rd PUBLIC HEARING in Parliament of Slovak Republic
Organized by Slovak Anti-Poverty Network and sponsored by Friedrich Ebert Stiftung

Press Release
e In cooperation with the state, public and governmental authorities, deputies of Slovak
Parliament, NGO’s, during 3 rd Public Hearing in May 24-25, 2016. There were cca 100
active participants and cca 25 speakers, deputies, experts, governmental officiers who
underlined that poverty agenda should be priority of our Slovak Presidency in 2016..



https://utopia.sk/liferay/documents/112072/3984893/DSCF1107.jpg/7966e118-8c9a-4aac-9c0a-f29677158c6a?t=1462864459594

Sprava z 3. Verejného vypocutia v Parlamente SR
Tlacova sprdva z Verejného vypocutie o chudobe 2016.

Zastitu nad tymto mimoriadne délezitym podujatim prevzala p. Lucia Nicholsonova - podpredsednicka NR
SR.

Dna 25.maja 2016 predstavila poslancom na pdde Slovenskej narodnej rady svoju ¢innost

Slovenska siet proti chudobe, ktora patri k najvacsim sietam na Slovensku. Zdruzuje 154 socialne
zameranych mimovladnych organizacii s vySe 250 000 ¢lenmi a ¢lenkami. Spaja ich Usilie o ochranu ludskej
dostojnosti v kazdej oblasti Zivota, snaha Celit vzajomnému odcudzeniu sa spolocenskych vrstiev, politickej
l[ahostajnosti, spolocenskej polarizacii a naruseniu spolocenskej sudrinosti.

PhDr. Anna Galovi¢ova predsednicka a exekutivna koordinatorka pre Eurépsku siet proti chudobe,
predsednicka a zakladatelka Spolo¢nosti Slovensko-indického priatelstva, velvyslankyna Féra naboZenstiev
sveta na Slovensku privitala vzacnych hosti — poslancov SNR SR, ako aj splnomocnenca pre najchudobnejsie
regiony p. Marcincina, dr. Kolldrovu za splnomocnenca pre Rémske komunity, zdstupcov jednotlivych
mimovladnych organizacii, zastupkyriu sponzora FES (Friedrich Ebert Stiftung) p. Barbaru Tiefenbacher.
Podakovala vetkym, Ze umoznili uskutoénit Verejné vypocutie.

FRIEDRICH
STIFTUNG

Siet sa uz 13 rokov snazi pomahat [udom v nidzi zacat Zit dostojne, postupne sa zbavovat naucenej
bezmocnosti, veci menit, znovu ziskat odvahu a optimizmus popasovat sa so zlou Zivotnou situéciou,
a zaClenit sa do spolocnosti:

e Osamelé matky s detmi
e Chudobni pracujuci

e Opatrovatelia postihnutého ¢lena rodiny




e Mladi nezamestnani

e Zdravotne postihnuti

e Obyvatelia marginalizovanych vidieckych sidiel /nezamestnani z regidnov s nedostatkom prace

e Seniori s problematickym pristupom k sluzbam

Ked miliarda eur unikd rocne zo statnej kasy daflovymi podvodmi, tak tieto peniaze chybaju prave pri
odstrafovani do chudoby sa prepadajucich ucitelov, ¢i zdravotnych sestriciek, ¢i inych zranitelnych skupin.

Dusan Placek, ¢len vyboru SAPN, objasnil pAnom poslancom, Ze napriek tomu, Ze vacsina neziskoviek
bola vlddou doteraz prehliadand, bez finan¢nej dotacie, dlhodobo suplovala medzery socialnej tlohy Statu.
Svojou ¢innostou neziskovky dokazali, Ze ich existencia je dolezita a zaslizi si pozornost vlady, aj finanénd
podporu. Sdm sa dlhodobo a zmysluplne venuje Rémskej komunite.

3, Verejné vypotutie 0 chudobe
) v parlamente SR

25. maja 2016

Dusan Placek, Board member of SAPN

Eva Schnitzerova z Regionalneho Uradu verejného zdravotnictva — KoSice zdéraznila, Zze by sme sa
mali zomknut a tak véas eliminovat zdroje prodrogového spravania. Spravnou prevenciou, akou je napriklad
zvys$enie zdravotného uvedomenia ¢i zlepSenie medziludskych vztahov, zastavit fenomén "stratenej
generacie". Ved mladych bez prace do 29 rokov je takmer 82 tisic.

Lubica Galikova prezidentka Fora pre pomoc starSim zdoéraznila potrebu Upravy socidlnych zakonov,
aby boli funkéné v praxi. Upozornila na existenciu bezplatnej Senior linky, ktora sa zaviedla na pomoc
seniorom v nudzi.

Programovy riaditel Ladislav Oravec z Nadacie Milana Simec¢ku predstavil prehladnu prezentaciu o
chudobe na Slovensku.

e Hlad je najvac¢sim dévodom umrti vo svete! Viac ako na AIDS alebo malariu!

e 5,7 % populdcie uplne Zivori! 18,4% je uplne odkdzanych na pomoc inych!




Uspesné uplatnenie v Zivote stvisi nielen so socialnym prostredim jedinca, ale hlavne s jeho Uspechmi v
Skole. Mgr. Martin Poliacik Usilie strany SaS vyjadril slovami: ,,budeme sa snazit, aby sito chudoby malo stale
hustejSie oka a prepadalo cezeri menej a menej ludi.“ We will try to reduce number of poor people in
Slovakia — told Martin Poliacik from Slovak Parliament.

Zavery zasadnutia prezentovala PhDr.Anna Galovicova : Results presented by the chairperson of SAPN
Anna Galovicova: Poverty is not only question of moral crisis, but as a result of unbalanced economical,
financial and social politics including education, culture. We told it in the Parliament, openly with strong
voice.

Chudoba nie je len otdzkou mordlnej krizy, ale aj nerovnovahy, pri uprednostnovani ekonomickych politik a
hodnot pred socidlnymi politikami, kultdrou a vzdeldvanim, ako takym.
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Governmental representative Mr. Marcincin




Viera Dubacova and Mr. Czicsai, head of Parliament Com.

Martin Fecko / Peter Osusky

Niekolkokrat odznelo z ich Ust, Ze nds nase problémy spojili, Ze mdZeme o nich spolu hovorit, a hfadat
rieSenie. Socialna politika potrebuje ludi z praxe, so socidlnym citenim, ktorych treba prizyvat do
parlamentu , ako partnera vlady a vytvorit im lepsie pracovné podmienky, aby neboli znevyhodneni pri
uchadzani sa o projekty. Aby Siet proti chudobe mala financie na vytvorenie nielen kvalifikovanych, ale aj
honorovanych pracovnych miest. Podpredsednicka parlamentu p. Lucia Nicholsonova nam

podakovala za realizdciu Verejného vypocutia a doterajSiu nezistnu pracu. Peter Osusky finished his
speech with the word ,| am happy to be here with you all”. , okrem iného, na zaver verejného vypocutia
skonstatoval:“ Som rad, Zze som tu s Vami bol!“




Discussion with the experts from Slovak Academy of Sciences and Anna
Galovi€ova — chairman of Slovak Anti-Poverty Network in Bratislava , 26th
of May 2016 in Slovak Academy of Sciences (SAV)

Results: It is necessary to join common effort tackling poverty and to help people simple way understand
deeper that poverty is not individualized but multidimenzional phenomenon. There is enough Money, but

should be for people. People should experience good effect in daily life.

Diskusia 26. maja 13.00

Gabriel Bianchi (Gabriel.Bianchi@savba.sk)

Vazeny p.Bianchi,

potvrdzujem Ucast. Vdaka za Vase usilie riesit chudobu na Slovensku i za déveru. Pozdravuje Anka
Galovicova

VazZena pani Anna Galovicova,

tymto potvrdzujem pozvanie na diskusiu o chudobe, ktora sa uskutocni za Gcasti pracovnikov
Sociologického a Ekonomického Ustavu SAV a v moderacii prof. Frantiska Novosada z Filozofického ustavu
SAV.

Miesto konania: Pavildn spolocenskych vied SAV, areal SAV Patrdonka, Dubravska cesta 9, Bratislava.
Stvrtok, 26. maja, 13.00

Prosim Vas o potvrdenie.

Dakujem Vam vopred za ochotu k spolupréci, srde¢ne,

Gabriel Bianchi

riaditel Ustavu vyskumu socidlnej komunikacie SAV

tel. 0908 73 82 57

www.kvsbk.sav.sk
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http://www.kvsbk.sav.sk/

Discussion organised by Europe direct Presov and Slovak Anti-Poverty
Network about national identity, intercultural learning and peaceful
coexistence and active European citizenship.

Slovenska narodné a kultarna identita v zjednotenej EU
Europe direct PreSov

Poziarnicka 17, 080 01 Presov,

tel.: 0905 597 254, 0907 952 988, e-mail: info@europedirectpo.sk

POZVANKA

Europe direct PreSov v spolupréci s partnermi — Slovenska siet proti chudobe a Katedra aplikovanej etiky FF
UPJS, Vas pozyva na odborny diskusny seminar:

»Slovenska narodnad a kultdrna identita v zjednotenej EU“ ktory sa uskutoéni:

vo stvrtok, 23. juna 2016 o 09:00 hod.

v priestoroch Kaviarne LIBRESSO, Hlavna 29, Presov

(z chodnika na Hlavnej ulici vojst do podchodu/brdny, vliavo hned' vedla Unicreditbanky
a zist po schodoch dole do priestorov kaviarne)

program:

©09:00- Prezentdcia ucastnikov

©09:20- Panelovd diskusia

(historické vychodiskd ndrodov strednej Eurdpy, filozoficky pohlad na kultirnu

a ndrodnu identitu, europeanizmus, zjednocovanie Eurdpy, EU a ndrodnd

identita jej ¢lenov, stucasné trendy, priciny , exitmdnie”...)

012:45- Zaver

©13:00- Tlacovy brifing

Seminar sa uskutocni v rdmci Dia Eurdpskej kultiry v Presove.

Pocet miest je limitovany, preto Vasu Géast, prosim, véas nahlaste e-mailom

na: info@europedirectpo.sk . Akceptaciu prihlasky Vam spatne potvrdime.

Tesime sa na spoluprdcu.

Presov Roma Festival organized by Slovak Anti-Poverty Network and Europe direct and several parter
organisations to support Participation and sharing good and bad practices. We discussed what are
vulnerable groups in Slovakia exept Roma communities, how policies and social services need to address
their needs. It was useful to hear their opinion on trends and their suggestions for best practices in relation
to participation process and to what extent these processes allow the most vulnerable amongst people
living in poverty to have their say at all levels of decision-making. Summary: Slovakia is still not democratic
and developped society with equal rights to all and dignified life for all. Public attitudes didn’t recently
changed. Poor people are punished, criminalized, with increasing numbers of executions, loosing their
housing for small debt. We informed them, that all EU member states have ratified the European
Convention of Human Rights.

Presov strengthening participation and inclusion of Roma community in majoritan
society in poor east Slovakia, social pillar and human rights for dignity life.

Europe direct, zdruzenie Romad a Slovenska siet proti chudobe, partnersky zorganizovali dfia 13. augusta
2016 Hlavnom namesti v Presove velké verejné podujatie pod nazvom PreSovsky romsky festival. Kazdy z
partnerov sa podielal na uskuto¢neni akcie v ramci svojich kompetencii a poslania. Slovenska siet proti

11




chudobe sa venovala problematike ludi zaZivajucich chudobu. Na ndmesti mala postaveny stanok a
ponukala v iom rézne propagacné materidly zamerané na chudobu ludi, moZnosti socidlnej advokacie a
obhajoby ludskych prav. V stanku bola zorganizovana aj mini vystava fotografii s tematikou chudobnych
[udi a ich dennodennych problémov.

Hlavnym poslanim ucasti Slovenskej siete proti chudobe na PreSovskom rémskom festivale bolo
zviditelnenie problematiky chudoby na verejnosti a tak zvySovat senzibilitu spolo¢nosti vo¢i tomuto
negativnemu socidlnemu javu. Mesto Presov je centrom regidénu s najvy$Sou mierou nezamestnanosti a
sucasne aj najvyssou koncentraciou socidlne najviac marginalizovanych ludi Zijucich v chudobe, alebo na jej
prahu. Tito [udia su v znaénej miere reprezentovani prislusnikmi romskych komunit. Aj z tohto pohladu sa
ucast Slovenskej siete proti chudobe prave na takomto verejnom podujati javi velmi efektivna.

PreSovsky rémsky festival bol prezentovany aj ako multikultirne podujatie a da sa povedat, ze islo o velmi
vydarenu akciu. Pocas hlavného kultirneho programu sa pred tribunou zucastnila takmer tisicka divakov.
Ludia sa vsak nie iba vtedy, ale po cely den pristavovali pri stanku Slovenskej siete proti chudobe,
diskutovali a rozoberali niektoré aktualne problémy chudoby na Slovensku a v Eurdpe. S ¢lenmi Slovenskej
siete rozpravali o problematike chudobnych fudi a o moZnostiach napravy existujiceho stavu. Ajztohto
pohladu to bol vyrazny prispevok ku zviditelneniu a obhajobe prav ludi zaZivajucich chudobu.

Last Preparation meeting in Piestany, 11-12. November 2016 of Slovak
delegation for 15th European Meeting of PeP

We discussed key questions of the theme. We used the translation of the documents from EAPN. We
gained relevant information in the workshops. We prepared creative presentation how important is
understand Poverty as multidimenzional phenomenon, where is strong relation between Poverty and
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Health. Several partners contacted us to prepare common project with new definition of Health . In our
bilboard we informed about 10 years of existence Slovak Anti-Poverty Network .

We returned home empowered thanks to strong program and good English communication of our Slovak
delegation with the experts from EP, EC, EAPN, with new vision ,, Europe — good place for all, not only for
some people” —as Mario Nicolini described during evaluation meeting in Nitra, 18-19. December 2016.
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Pomahaj a nebojuj! Pomahaj a nebojuj!
Help anél don'ﬁgjh{! Help and don‘fight!

Pomahaj a nebojuj! Pomahaj a nebojuj!

Help and don’fight! Help and don’ﬁgI')t!

)

14




B?".""")'ch :o""ovéh.-,
lance Of S0 eko, Omiciy;
al ang °<°no:. h poligy,
"< Poliicje,
'S

Sict vo svojcj Emmosti 1 hodnoteni. vergingeh politik

adza 7 Tudskopravneho pristupu k chudobe, ktor

voa dokazom

neschoprosti uskutodiova? politické

ochrainjoces Tudski dostejnost’.

Siet ako élenskd organizicia EAPN nadvizoje na
principy a cicle Euopskej sicte proti chudobe a joj
prica sa vo victkjeh otizkach riadi zisadami
iz, parmars solidavity.

Zameranie ¢innosti SAPN

Spoluprica  a  siefovanie s
jocimi sa na Tudské pr
spravodlivost, vimena skiscnosti a prikladoy dobrej
praxe ma nivodng] wj medzindrodng
rowni, priprva @ implementicia

projcktov aprejektoy v spoluprici s EAPN.

organiziciami
A a socidlng

Zamer

spoloéngeh

s $eh kapacit Sicte eni
FExparmgj skupiny a zviditelnenic hlasn chudobneh
mijmi poas slovenského predsednicva v Rade
Furopskej imiz v drubom polroka 3016, ked sa bude
oma? & 15, curdpske stremutic Todi zaivajicich
chudobu,

Podpora  purticipicie  chudobngch  Tudi,
pusiliovanic ich schopnosti hoveri® o etizkach
chudoby a oblajovat’ svojc privo na dostojng Hvat.

Pripomicnkovanie legislativy, mal njch
pilitik a volcbngeh programov politickgeh smin a
lobbing.  Monitorovan aluic njch
procesov a aktivit na missmej, regiondlng, ndvodngj,
curopskaj drovni
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S0

Priprava figfovich spriv o chodobe

sitwd artkami a

v spoluprici s nezvisly
cxpertmi s prispevkami zdola”.

Priprava verejngch vypoéuti o chudobe v N
rade Slovanskej republiky

drodng]

Priprava podujati pri prilcsitosti Mcdzindodného
dia 7 ods
chudoba sko visendsobniho poruseniz Tudsk geh priv.

- Tudia maja prive zidastoval sa na priprave
wozhodnut, ktoré osplyviscji ich Fivor

- jc potrchué vykenat osebimé opatreniana posilnenic
Tudi presivajicieh chodobn, socidlnn nerovnos? a
vyliiéenic & na to, aby ich hlas bolo poéu? pri tvorbe,
implemanticii a vyhodnocovani vargngeh pditik

- je potichng pracova? v pamarstye s dalsimi akeérmi,
skeorgmi nds spaja chipanic chudoby wko pon
zikladngeh Todskgeh priv, vritme predstavite
vercjnj sprivy, institdeii Ewopskaj inic, odborovyich
onganizicii, zamesmavateloy ai.
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We don't need palaces, luxury,
brand clothes.
Nepotrebujeme palice, luxus,
mackové obleZenie.

Just warm word, confidence
and equal opportunities
tba hrejivé slovo, doveru

a rovnaké prileditosti

AkLivity v roku 2015 - 2016

PN v Bruscli
mester Deliver On

ast ma v

nom - stretnut

spojenom s konferencion Can the
Foverty and Participation?  ktori
Furopsky hospodirsky a socidny vibor

*Aktivna participicia na 14. eurdpskom stretnuti
Tudi mvijicich chodobu - Socidlne mormy v
Furopskej anit

*Semindr Spoloénc 7z dostony
k 14, Fmépskema swemuatin Tudi
dhudobu

*Konferencia, 16- . 5

Snatcgicky didlog @ jeho vplyv na rozvo] vegionu v

Helo the homeless get back on the way he

Siet sa od  poélatkun  formovala ako  foram
mimovladnyel neziskovieh organ
akademickyeh  expartick a expartov asktivistov

aaktivistick. Do prvého nirodného akéného plinu
socidlng inklazie (2004) pri
presadili formualicie tykajies sa situdcie Tudi bez
domova wko 4 ziviok  usporiada®  vedecki
Konferenciu o postaveni chudobngeh Tudi a ctizkach
Sivomého minima. Konferencia sa konala v 1wku 2005
spodporon programu. UNESCO MOST & Nad
Fricdricha Eberta (FES)

attho vladou SR sme

Sict’ s podporou FES & v spoluprici so Sociologickgm
istavom SAY  aganizovala nickolke vimamngich
podujati.

Slovenska sicC proti chudobe

Slovenska siet
proti chudobe

SLOVAK ANTI POVERTY NETWORK

im
nc

Slovenskd siet proti chodobe pani k majvi
siefam  na Slovensku. Zdjc 154 s
samerangeh mimovlidnyeh organizacii s vyse 250 000

snfeh curopskyeh podmicnkach Podnikanic na denmi adenkami. Spaja idh silic o ochrann Tudskej
Slovensk,  socidlno-ubéiansky - aspeke, i Bstojnosti v kardej oblasti Fvots,  soaba éclit
wohmozenia, sjommé devdzenin sa spolodenskyeh vrsticy,
politicke]  Tahostajnosti lodenske] izl

éning hudovania kapacit, 27-28 oktober, Bruges
stupeovia N sa zddasmili réningn budovania
Kapacit organizovanom  EAPN v Bruges.
stremutia bolo ZzviSit vymenn  skasenosti medzi
jednotlivimi narodngmi sictami proti chudobe’,
zosiladenic.

SLOVENSKA SIE
PROTI CHUDOBE
Predsednitka
Amna Galovidova

Adresa:

Winterova 3, 921 01 Piedtany
Telefon: 421 905 602 993
E-mail: sapnotticeigmail.com
Webova stranka: wwww_sapn.sk

anarsenia spolodenske] sodrmosti

Siet’ sa neformilne z ganovat voku 2004
Zpodnetn Eurdpskej siete proti chudobe (Earopean
Anti-Povarty twork, EAPN), ktord jo vo svojgj
oblasti najviéon sicfon mimovladnyeh organizicii
askupin  vimei  Fuaopskg  mic  a parmarskon
organizicion Fur v suhe podnictic
Aens E mu zipasn
s chudoboua socidlnym vylag¢enim

Siet sa uz 10 rokov sa snaZi pomidhat Fudom v nadzi
#it dostojnz, postapnz sa zbavovat nauéengj
bezmoenosti vedd menit, mova ziskat odvahn
avptimiznas popasovat’ sa so Zou Zvomou sitwicion,

azaélenit’ sa do spoloénosti.
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Follow-up meeting Empowerment through Participation with the
workshop 19.12.2016

Nitra — University of Constantine the Philosopher, Faculty of Social Sciences and Health Care,

%

Department of Roma Studies

Seminar s tlaéovou besedou Slovenskej siete proti chudobe
Posilnenie participaciou - jedna z vyziev Eurépskeho pilieru socialnych prav

Univerzita Konstantina Filozofa, Nitra

Pondelok 19. december 2016 od 9.30h

PROGRAM

9.00 Registracia

9.30 |-11.30 Vyhodnotenie 15. Europskeho stretnutia v Bruseli pod zastitou
Slovenského predsednictva Rady EU a okrahly stél zamerany na
posilnenie participacie (ucasti)

Privitanie — p. dekan a pani veduca katedry Jurina Rusnakova
Zviditelnenie nazorov ludi so skusenostou chudoby z rdznych
Eurépskych krajin o tom, €o je zmysluplna participacia a ako ju
mozno dosiahnut. Debata o tom, ako méze Eurdpsky pilier socialnych
prav posilnit u€ast fudi na narodnej a Eurépskej trovni — pravo ludi
so skusenostou chudoby zucastnit’ sa na rieSeni ako délezité
socialne pravo. Aké su potrebné podmienky pre participaciu?
Znizenie nerovnosti. EU socialne Standardy musia zabezpedit
adekvatny prijem po cely Zivotny cyklus, aj v starobe. 123 milibnov
ludi zaziva chudobu v EU Narast [udi so zavaznou materialnou
deprivaciou.

Posilnenie postavenia neziskového sektoru pri znizovani chudoby.
Spolo¢né projekty a sietovanie. Vizie a priority expertov. Celosvetovy
model rozvoja zalozeny na ludskych pravach a zamerany na fudi

a planétu. Chudoba a zdravie.

Preco je potrebné, aby chudobnych fudi bolo podut

11.30 |- 12.00 Obcerstvenie
Valné zhromazdenie, prijatie novych ¢lenov SAPN a zaver

12.00 |-13.30
13.30 |- 14.00 TlaCova beseda

Zavazna prihlaska na dalSej strane.

Inclusion

Poverty Zone




Zaviazna prihlaska
Seminar s tlaCovou besedou Slovenske;j siete proti chudobe
Posilnenie participaciou - jedna z vyziev Eurépskeho pilieru socialnych prav

Ustav romologickych $tudii Fakulta socidlnych vied a zdravotnictva Univerzita Konstantina Filozofa v Nitre,
Kraskova 1, 949 74 Nitra

Univerzita Konstantina Filozofa v Nitre, Kraskova 1 949 74 Nitra

19. december 2016, (pondelok), 0 9.30h.
Meno Priezvisko Organizacia

Tel a mail kontakt:

Cestovné 2 tr. bude preplatené

Potrebujem preplatit’

cestovné: predpokladand suma:
ano / nie
Ubytovanie
Ubytovanie ,
7 18-19.12.2016 Zavazné! Treba nahlasit do 17.11.2016
ano / nie
S Seminar s tlaéovou besedou Slovenskej siete proti chudobe
Posilnenie participaciou - jedna z vyziev Eurépskeho p)linr’u socialnych prav o s

18.-19.12.2016, Nitra

| pogpis ‘

(16 Zzrm
[
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Stretnutie v Partizanskom, mesto s velkou Rémskou populaciou (PhDr.A.Galovi¢ova a ing.Rosa Kumanova)

I. Europe 2020 - activities.

Poverty and income inequality featured among the key topics at the Central European Interfaith Forum
(CEIF 2016), which hosted more than 150 participants representing 20 nations, 3 continents, 7 world
religions as well as other religious, spiritual or humanist traditions. The gathering took place in Nitra,
Slovakia, on 25 July 2016. The alarming trends of nationalism, extremism and xenophobia in our societies,
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as well as the world’s complex economic, social and political issues, require dialogue between the spiritual
individuals, communities, authorities, and the guiding institutions of this world.

In order to thoroughly discuss the topic of poverty and to network the concerned individuals and
institutions, the Forum featured a main panel entitled “Inner Roots of Poverty”, a policy session on poverty,
a lively NGO Forum, as well as an Interfaith Meeting in Prayer and Thought which frequently referenced the
issues of poverty and inequality.

In the Nitra Statement, the essential policy outcome of the conference, poverty is highlighted both directly
and indirectly. In these darkening times, reads the Statement, dialogue is essential. True dialogue, however,
must be conducted out of respect for the other. True dialogue must also be underpinned by knowledge.
“Live and let live” is no longer sufficient in a Europe overwhelmed by migration and other challenges.
Solidarity in action must be based on the principle “live and help live”. The Nitra Statement can be accessed
here: ow.ly/31be303ha30.

The discussion panel on “How to Reduce Poverty” featured Professor Vladimir Kréméry, Rector of St
Elizabeth University of Health and Social Sciences and Manager of RESOTY Re-socialization Community of
Anton Srholec, Jo Bothmer, Co-founder of the European Anti-Poverty Network, Anna Zaborska, Member of
European Parliament, and Federico Reho, Researcher of the Martens Centre. Moderated by Tomas
Horvath, civic activist and teacher with Teach for Slovakia, the panel also featured contributions from
leading members of the Slovak Anti-Poverty Network, Slavomira Marekova and Peter Seman.

Panelists agreed that limited access to food, housing, justice and education are the key indicators of
poverty, but poverty has many dimensions. Poverty is a moral problem perceived as such by all religions.
Many Europeans have difficulty sympathising with refugees because they suffer their own “working
poverty”: they remain poor even though they work. Thus it is no less acute to pay the same attention to
poor people living in our own countries and enter the battle to improve the quality of their lives.

The panel also agreed that growth, sustainability, and wisdom are necessary prerequisites for a successful
solution to the problem of poverty. While combating poverty at the national level can have positive effects
when policymakers work efficiently, the effort often becomes wasted in nations with high rates of
corruption or rigid bureaucracies. In such situations, the engagement of individuals and local communities
in helping the poor becomes irreplaceable, and undoubtedly, profoundly human.

Professor Kréméry shared his experience from a refugee camp where Slovak physicians work in an
environment of absolute poverty. Rather than talking about our success, he pointed at our failures but
noticed that a positive side of poverty is solidarity. Some people think that poverty is something that the
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poor deserve for their deeds or passivity; more appropriate, however, would be a reference to the Gospel
story of a blind young man, who was born blind “in order that the deeds of God are demonstrated in him”.

Jo Bothmer, an experienced anti-poverty activist, claimed that poverty exists as a result of political and
economic decisions. The lack of sufficient income affects children and closes their future. The ambition
must be to have less people living in poverty. The key question, for him, is how to make poverty visible and
how to engage in combating it. There are tens of thousands of international organizations: fighting poverty
is like navigating a ministry, featuring fights between different groups and their strategies for eradicating
poverty. Growth, sustainability, and wisdom are necessary prerequisites for a successful solution of the
problem. The public needs to be shown a different picture of the poor man. The world is full of despair;
often we need several tries to be successful in life. We need to create a platform where the poor can speak
about their ideas, proposals, projects, and participate in the decision-making process. This would bring
hope to the people on the edge in order for them to become full members of the society, self-confident
citizens.

Anna Zaborska presented a politician’s point of view. It is necessary to make a distinction between absolute
and relative poverty. Limited access to food, justice and education are the key indicators of poverty.
External poverty is a state of limited human rights and dignity. The Lisbon Strategy, with its Strategy 2020,
planned to make the EU the most developed part of the world by 2010. Contrary to political planning, the
year 2010 was proclaimed the Year of Poverty. Ethical approaches are best implemented at the individual
level where real mercy can be shown. As a Catholic, Mrs Zaborska expects God’s judgment over every
individual including herself.

Federico Reho thinks that charity, solidarity and subsidiarity form a vital part of the solution to the many
pockets of poverty that exist within Europe. At the national level, the welfare state model has
demonstrated some partial positive effects but often becomes an instrument for scoring political points.
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Indeed, countries without social welfare have a better developed sense of Christian charity, where
individuals are more involved. Systematic approaches to solving poverty become ineffective in countries
with high levels of corruption and where international aid disappears in the pockets of local officials.

Peter Seman, sharing his experience of working with poor communities including the Roma, warned against
being “too international” and forgetting our own people in need. In Eastern Slovakia regular citizens live in
much worse conditions than asylum seekers in today’s refugee camps. He described the phenomenon of
“working poverty”, where 60% of people do not reach 50% of the average national income and cannot
provide their living. It is really hard to persuade such people to solidarize with refugees. The spiritual level
of human existence is one thing, Mr. Seman said, but it cannot be separated it from the physical or financial
needs: we have to solve our domestic problems first and only then help foreigners.

‘w ol

Slavomira Marekova underlined the principle that if each member of a human society can develop, the
whole society develops as a result. The crucial questions are: “Where do | belong in this social system? Who
am I? How to secure my basic rights?” There are people in Slovak society with uncertain status, e.g.
informal nurses who care for their handicapped family members but cannot be employed. While playing an
important role in society, informal nurses suffer from low income and low social status despite the fact that
the European Charter and other documents protect their rights.

il

In the Q&A, the problem of graft in the distribution of humanitarian aid was highlighted, resulting in
nations (or their leaders) becoming dependent on international assistance. Mr Reho replied that there are
pockets of poverty where good Christians are actively giving money and efficiently helping the poor. In a
broader point, Maureen Goodman added that it is usually human greed that enables poverty to be real. We
need to change the paradigm, human thinking, otherwise our “solutions” will only amount to sticking
plasters on the problem.




Summing up the discussion, the moderator Tomas Horvath underlined that poverty is often a consequence
of political decisions. Absolute and relative poverty must be distinguished. He shared his experience from
Markusovce, a village in Slovakia’s East, where he teaches and experiences the existential principles:
goodness, beauty and truth. He concluded by referencing Pope Francis: “It is good to see how kids can grow
in knowledge amid all the poverty that surrounds them. This is where my dream comes true.”
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Zapis zo dnutia Vyboru Sl kej siete proti chudobe

Datum: 26. 7. 2016
Miesto: Nitra — Beladice

Pritomni: Anna Galovi¢ova, Slavomira Marekovd, Dugan Plagek, Peter Seman , lvan Malek

Uznesenie:
Berie na vedomie

Informdciu o 15. Eurépskom stretnuti [udi so skidsenostou v chudobe pod zastitou Slovenského

predsednictva v Rade EU.
Schvaluje :
Annu Galovic¢ovi - predsednicku Slo kej siete proti chudobe a Slavomiru Marekovti —
f'){ )z e ({(7'[1(" \L{ < /7 tes podpredsedniku viest rozhovory na péde Ministerstva socidlnych veci a Ministerstva
- ; 105 3 zahraniénych veci pri zabezpeéeni (iéasti naSich najvy$Sich predstavitefov na tomto stretnuti.
/*f(»ié / /'(J(/?[’u% 4. ’Qé 7 Y P! P juys p
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Schodza vyboru SAPN v Nitre — Beladice 26. Jula 2016
Program:

Otvorenie schodze a oboznamenie s programom - Anna Galovi¢ova

2. Vyhodnotenie plnenia predoslych dloh - Anna Galovicova

3. Stretnutie koordindtorov v Amsterdame 7 — 8 . aprila 2016 a priprava 15. Ro¢nika PeP — nase
Predsednictvo v Rade EU — referuje Anna Galovit':oyé

4. Ucast na seminaroch organizovanych Zasttipenim EK v SR a Transparency Int., 10. 5. 2016 —
S. Marekova

5. Vyhodnotenie Verejného vypocutia v Ndrodnej rade SR 25. méja 2016 za financnej podpory
FES — ¢lenovia Vyboru

6. Diskusia o chudobe za Ucasti pracovnikov Sociolog. a ekonom. Ustavu SAV 26. Méja 2016 —
Anna Galovicova

7. Vyhodnotenie spolo¢ného projektu SAPN s EuropeDirect — Peter Seman

8. EAPN Konferencia v Bruseli 16. Juna 2016 EU Pilier socidlnych prav — A. Galovicova, S.
Marekova

9. Vyhodnotenie ¢innosti SAPN za 1. Polrok 2016. ¢lenovia Vyboru

10. EAPN Calendar of Events 2016 , 15. Eurdpske stretnutie PeP pod zastitou Slovenského
predsednictva — Anna Galovi¢ova

11. Plan ¢innosti SAPN na 2. Polrok 2016 — ¢lenovia vyboru

12. Priprava konferencie v KoSiciach — Sldvka Marekovéd

13. Zaver
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Ladies and gentlemen,

Let me start by thanking the organizers for inviting me. | like to use this opportunity to say some words about poverty,
about the people we as European Anti-Poverty Network work with, about their position and future and about the future
of the next generations within the European Union.

SN —

2
i\

.l‘ s 10 Bothmer

What is poverty?

It is a lack of sufficient income that gives you the opportunity to live decently.

It is having a paid job that does not deliver sufficient income for you and your family.

It is being lonely, without family or friends. This may have as reason that you are afraid to go to birthdays et
cetera, since you cannot buy a present.

It prevents children to pick up the education they want.

It means that people are afraid of visiting a doctor, since they cannot pay the bil lor the follow up costs.

It is a position in which people are excluded and even exclude themselves from the world, and the end of
participation.

The challenge can be found in the simple word ‘How’.

How can we make hidden poverty visual?

How can we recognize the citizens that needs our support?

How can we win the citizens trust?

How can we support?

How can we create a stairway to participation?

| work with all kinds of groups, amongst which locally active self organizations of people experiencing
poverty for over 32 years now. In my opinion we can bring this very often hidden world back to three

headings
> Darkness
> Hope
> Future

This world is full of darkness and despair. It is quite easy to enter this world, but extremely difficult to
leave. Most of the time you need one or even several hands and attempts to be successful, whilst most of
the excluded will never succeed. So how can me make it easier to succeed?

To answer this question we have to look at the world of the poor, in which there are tenth of thousands of
organizations, including those who are paid by governments or otherwise to work here. It is an industry,
were money can be earned. It is also a world in which you may create a new personal position. It is a world
in which people of all kinds of education, of jobs, of skills and experience can be found. This makes this
world very creative, but also produces fights between tribes. If we want to change poverty. If we want to
create a future for the poor and excluded, we should be aware of this and respect the fact that there is
more than one speaker in behalf of the poor. That is a step to recognize the needs and a step to win trust.
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For a network like EAPN that works in the middle of all of this, there are three important issues.
The first is growth, the second sustainability and the last one is wisdom.

We need growth, even if we are the biggest NGO within the European Union. Since growth means that we
will be seen, that they will start to listen to us, to create a dialogue and open new doors. The bigger our
organization the harder it will be to ignore.

But what about sustainability?

Concerning the question ‘How long support is needed’, we, the poor and excluded that work hand in hand,
should realize that we have to prepare for a long fight. We have to be clear about the fact that we time and
again have to produce new ideas, proposals, possibilities. That we have to be a sustainable factor, a
positive factor within our communities. This namely creates hope.

And thirdly we need wisdom, since the other parties do not expect us to be wise. Poor, unemployed and
excluded are very often set aside as to lazy to work, just wanting to get all profit of the state, not being able
to take care for our own live. We are seen as parasites.

We need to avoid these discussions and need to open different discussions, show different pictures of what
poor people mean to society. As volunteers, as people that are in an in work poverty situation, as
handicapped persons or as friends that always will share the little bit they have.

As organization this means that we involve constantly the marginalized, create a platform for them to
speak, to be heard, to give them a face. This way they cannot be ignored, no one can look away. Mostly we
hear after such a workshop or conference a lot of pure astonishment about the things that our group
brought into the discussion, about their ideas and proposals. This makes the invisible visible again. It also
creates opportunities to start small projects by the poor themselves to end isolation. This opens doors to
participation and again offers hope.

We deal with the participation ladder, given to us by Dr. Leni Jansen, with whom we worked for a long
time. She created the ladder, that offers 4 stages.

1. Access to information

2. Getting involved in the dialogue

3. Bringing forward our own ideas and proposals
4. Have a say in the decision process.

In the Netherlands we created a participation process, about 30 years ago, that offers poor and excluded
the possibility to be a member of a client council at the department of social assistance, or on other levels.
That way we were and are able to influence the execution of laws on the local level and created a stairway
in to participation. Since for us, participation is more than just having a few hours of paid work. It means to
get and have access to our societies as a full member and a full citizen. To have access to a future.

To end this trip into the world of the poor and excluded, I like to say a few words about Europe. For me,
born at the German border and quite near to Belgium, it goes without saying that we need to work
together and that the EU is a great opportunity to avoid wars. What we have to be aware of is that Europe
always will change, that prosperity and poverty are standing next to each other. That we have to fight
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poverty, unemployment, exclusion and inequality together, as friends, as allies that will go for a Europe
in which the next generations can grow up in prosperity and solidarity.

Thank you
Jo Bothmer, from Nedherland, co-founder of EAPN

Reflections on CEIF 2016 with Jo Bothmer:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MRwnKEjjjMk

[ll.  Translation of EAPN Documents
We send it included in mail 100 pages.

Participation of the Slovak delegates in EAPN General Assembly in Brugges 2016

From 15-16 November 2016 in Brussels, the European Anti-Poverty Network held its 2016
European Meeting of People Experiencing Poverty under the heading “Empowerment Through
Participation!”.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MRwnKEjjjMk

The meeting was opened on behalf of the Slovak EU Presidency by Mr Brano Ondrus, State Secretary of the
Ministry of Labor, Social Affairs and Family. Pointing to the failure of politics across the EU to uphold human
dignity, Mr. Ondrus underlined that poverty and social exclusion has been one of the Trio’s priorities. He
called poverty a multi-dimensional phenomenon which requires that anti-poverty policies are brought in
sync with other economic and social policies. Mr Ondrus went on to describe specific actions taken by the
Presidency in addressing the issues of the empowerment of women particularly on the labor market, the
challenge of aging populations, the integration of the Roma and the Roma youth, and better accessibility
and housing for persons with disabilities. Mr Ondrus expressed his strong support for the Commission’s
proposal on the European Pillar of Social Rights, which has "great potential to shape the future of Europe”.
The future, he said, is greatly dependent on how Europe tackles poverty in the coming years. The keynote
address by Mr Ondrus can be viewed here: https://youtu.be/sDnZVF _-xUM
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The PeP Meeting featured interactive discussions about a wide range of topics. It was attended by several
Members of the European Parliament whose presence was appreciated by lively debate. “Europe is in dire
need of a new vision to win back the support of its citizens. One powerful vision is emerging from Europe’s
poor and marginalized people: making Europe a great place for all, not just for some,” Mario Nicolini said
after the meeting.

The meeting culminated with a collective action in front of the European Commission’s Berlaymont
building. EAPN activists sang Bob Dylan’s “Blowing in the Wind” to underscore their relentless fight to bring
poverty on top of the European agenda. They were met by Marianne Thyssen, Commissioner for
Employment, Social Affairs, Skills and Labour Mobility, who sang the song with them and pledged her
support for the fight against poverty: “The poverty figures are going down, this means that, together with
member states, organisations and social partners, we were able to lift already some millions out of poverty,
but this is not enough, because too many are left.” Peter Vittek, a member of the Slovak delegation stated
that “the European Commission should listen to the people experiencing poverty, because they have a lot
of experiences, and they know a lot of solutions to critical situations.” Some of these were encapsulated in
messages written on hundreds of paper helicopters, which were launched at the Berlaymont building, and
offered to the Commissioner who was present. A video report from the 15th Meeting can be viewed here:
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https://youtu.be/sDnZVF_-xUM

https://youtu.be/Bcqjwly9218

The Slovak group at the PeP Meeting was led by Dr Anna Galovicova, Chairwoman of the Slovak Anti-
Poverty Network (SAPN). It also included Peter Vittek and Eva Riecanska of Utopia, a project aimed at
enhacing democratic participation, and Mario Nicolini, Executive Director of the Forum of the World's
Religions - Slovakia which seeks to foster interfaith and intercultural dialogue across Central Europe. The
Slovak booth, installed in the main hall of the Atelier des Tanneurs where the conference took place,
highlighted the history of the Network’s engagement with and for the poor. It showed the story of Eva
Racicka, a SAPN activist who pioneered the selling of Nota Bene, a street magazine which helps the
homeless earn a dignified living. An interview with Mr Fintan Farrell, the outgoing EAPN Director about the
outcomes of the 15th Meeting can be viewed here: https://youtu.be/YcGan9B042M.

The Slovak group also presented Poverty and Health, SAPN’s new initiative aiming to explore and bridge the
substantial internal and external barriers that prevent people from adopting healthy lifestyles, which
include social-economic disadvantage, poverty and social exclusion.
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Pomahaj a nebojuj!
Help and don’fight!

) 1

SAPN is looking for partners and funding to develop the Poverty and Health project. The strategic aim is to
promote a holistic understanding of health as not only a physical but also a mental, social and spiritual state
that enables man to reach an optimum quality of life without being an obstacle to a similar effort by others.
The project’s goals are to demonstrate and discern by research the interrelationships between health and
poverty; develop policy recommendations based on these findings; raise awareness about these issues in
policy and academia as well as in the general public. Promote the agenda of SAPN and EAPN nationally and
internationally. Strengthen the SAPN network and extend its policy impact.

The outcomes of the 2016 European Meeting of People Experiencing Poverty were presented to the Slovak
Anti-Poverty Network at its meeting in Nitra on 19 December 2016. The meeting was held in cooperation
with the Institute of Romani Studies of the Constantine the Philosopher University. The plenary was opened
Dr Dana Zrubcova, Vice Dean of the Faculty of Social Sciences and Health, who expressed her wish to
deepen collaboration with SAPN in the future. Following presentations by Dr Galovicova and Mr Nicolini,
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the assembled audience discussed the contents of the Brussels meeting. They agreed that the European
Pillar of Social Rights should list the fight against poverty as a priority. The agenda for SAPN in the coming
year also received due attention, and will include participation in the EMIN2 project of the EAPN.

This report from PeP Meeting was compiled by Mario Nicolini

Thank you all for support, help and sponsoring our activities guided by EAPN.

With love Anna Galovi¢ova — chairman of Slovak Anti-Poverty Network

9.1.2017, Done by Anna Galovi¢ova, chairwoman of SAPN
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