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What are the key challenges? Who are the groups most affected? 

Poverty and inequality are on the rise in Denmark. From 2002 to 2015, the number of poor 

Danes has more than doubled from 20.000 to 45.000 financial poor. Circa 8,500 of these are 

children. Child poverty are expected to increase in the coming years. The Government's own 

figures show that new legislation (the cash benefit ceiling and integration benefit) will 

almost double the number of poor children. In the same period has the income gap widen. 

Since the crisis, the poorest Danes have experienced a decline in income while the richest 

per cent has experienced a record increase. 

The difference between the richest and the poorest is drawn sharply when one look at the 

map. In the islands and in the provinces there are more poor people. The same applies to 

the Western Region and the ghetto areas in the big cities. In the country's poorest zip code, 

income after tax is 4 times lower than in the richest zip code. 

Inequality will have a long-term effect. An upbringing in a poor area draws traces into 

adulthood. Children growing up in the poorest residential areas of the country will as adults 

have a lower income than expected from their family background. 

There is a strong connection between the social class a child grows up in and the class the 

child is in as an adult. Today one third of the children of the underclass ends up in the 

underclass themselves as an adult; in 2005 it was one fourth. It diminishes their prospects 

and increases the likelihood that they will have a life with poorer labor relations, lower 

income and generally poorer living conditions than the rest of the population. Conversely, it 

is over 40 percent of elite children who themselves end up in the elite as an adult, whereas 

only seven per cent of underclass children end up in the elite. Elite children therefore have 

more than six times the chance to end up in the elite than the under-class children have. 

Since the mid 90's, the tax system has been changed several times. As a result, the tax 

system has become less redistributing. The wealthiest today pay a significantly smaller 

portion of their income in tax than they did 20 years ago. 

The richest 10 percent sits on almost the same share of total income after tax, as those 40 

percent poorest do together.  

Looking at the wealth distribution (without pension), the ten percent with the largest net 

assets owns well over 60 percent of the total net wealth. Half of the population with the 

lowest net assets has a -7.5 percent of the total net wealth, because their total debt exceeds 

their total assets. 
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Social inequality and poverty effects health. This relationship is found for both men and 

women of all ages. Most of the major health problems occur more often in the lower classes 

and normally their consequences in terms of mortality and disability are more serious in this 

group. In average, socially excluded groups live 19 years shorter than the rest of the 

population. 

In 2017, there are 6.635 homeless citizens in Denmark. The number has continually been 

increasing since 2009 with 4.998 homeless. In particular, the number of young homeless has 

increased.  

A growing number of less educated people are working poor, not least in hotels and 

restaurants and the cleaning sector. Some of them have more jobs on part time contracts to 

a lower wage.  

A growing number of immigrants from non-western countries are long-term unemployed 

and there is a growing gap between natives and immigrants, in particular for children. 

Although immigrants and descendants constitute a minority of the Danish population, their 

children constitute a majority of poor children (2013). This makes integration, education and 

employment more difficult for the next generation. 

 

The key recommendations identified by EAPN Denmark are: 

• Develop and implement a national and municipal human rights based anti-poverty 

strategy 

• National and municipal poverty lines 

• A concerted effort against child poverty 

• An effective integration policy 

• Anti social dumping policy 

• Adequate minimum income  

• Improve and extend the system of social and employment rehabilitation 

• Urban development projects in the big cities 

• Improve the schooling system in the ghettoes in the big cities 

• Health policies focusing on excluded groups 

 


