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National Poverty Watch Report 

Norway 

 

Increasing poverty among households: from 2011 to 2015 the percentage living under the poverty 

threshold for a period of 3 years has risen from 7,7 % to 9,3% (450.000 people).  

98.200 children or 10% of all kids where living in households under the EU-60. If we look at the amount 

which were under the EU – 60 only for one year the amount of people were 550.000 or 10,9% people 

living under the poverty threshold. The total percentage of people living under the poverty threshold 

from 1996 up to 2008 was stable and since the median income decreased during the financial crisis in 

2008 the percentage among low income household actually was reduced for a short period. But since 

2010 the gaps have increased and the percentage has risen with 1, 6% if we measure the EU-60 over a 

period of 3 years (2011 compared with2015).  

Regional differences: the capital Oslo has the highest percentage of child poverty with 17, 5%, almost 

more than 4% more than the second highest region on the list.     

 

Unemployment (fully unemployed, including part-time unemployed and unemployed in labor market 

measures): Total: 4, 2% whereof 53% of the group are entitled and receiving Unemployment benefit.  

Persons with reduced working capacity and on rehabilitation measurements come in addition to this 

and constitute approximately 60.000 people in October 2017.   

 

Regarding upcoming policies, the main focus is on activation and sanctioning people on benefits. 

Norwegian Employment and social policies have no on Active inclusion approach in their policy 

making approach.  

 

More working poors: tax deduction for commuting for groups which are forced to apply for work in 

other parts of the country are taken away from 2018.  

 

Since 2013 tax cuts policies have been introduced. An average income has received 0, 75 € per day in 

tax cuts while the richest have received 190€ per day in tax cuts. 

More means tested benefits as replacement for easy taken up benefits will come next year. More 

bureaucratic procedures to get access for benefits are a tendency.  

Less people who today are qualifying for unemployment benefit and work assessment allowances, will 

receive it from next year because of changed legislation. Since these allowances today are financed by 

the state, more people will be affected by this new shuttlecock issue between the state financed 

subsidies and municipalities which are responsible for the social assistance. Since new groups have to 

apply for social assistance (financed by each community), an allowance which are means tested and 

don’t mention a certain amount, only that you are entitled to help and varies between each 

municipality, more people will increase their dependency to the public authorities since it’s harder to 

access social assistance than the state financed subsidies.    

 

NEET: In Norway it’s also approximately 73.000 NEETs – Not in Employment, Education or Training  
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Housing: 82% of the households own their own flat. During the last 15 years municipalities have sold 

out many of their rental flats to private. For the poor people it’s been harder to live in cities because 

of increased housing prices.  

 

3 years ago we had a pension reform which entailed that pensions had a gross rise with a certain 

percentage and were after the rise it was taxed like salary. Since the pension became harder taxed, 

the net amount for the beneficiary was almost the same as before the reform. Meanwhile the 

government didn’t rise the housing allowance limit, so many thousands suddenly received 9€ gross 

pension more than the maximum qualification limit to receive housing allowance per month, and lost 

several hundred Euro in housing benefit per month at the same time. This happened since they 

suddenly exceeded the maximum support limit for housing allowance since the housing allowance 

legislation only look at gross payment, not net pension. Many of these former recipients are now 

dependent of social assistance instead of living of their pensions and housing allowance alone. 

 

The key recommendations identified by EAPN Norway are: 

 

• European level: 

o Definition and implementation of an Integrated Strategy for the eradication of poverty and 

social exclusion 

o Reinforcement of the European Pillar of Social Rights in all Member States and definition of 

concrete strategies for its effective implementation 

o To use the recommendations and targets in the European Pillar of Social Rights to create a 

framework directive which can enforce all the Member States and countries in the EEA – 

European Economic Area to introduce Active inclusion recommendations in their social policies 

and fight against poverty.    

 

• National level: 

o Norway doesn’t have an overall National Strategy for eradication of poverty and social 

exclusion, so if a framework directive could force our government to introduce a right based 

Minimum Income/social assistance benefit it would help people facing poverty. 

o Ensure the strengthening of social protection and support the implementation of an adequate 

minimum income scheme. 

o Invest in quality training, distinctive and capable of enhance labour inclusion of the young to 

avoid future challenges. 

o More flexible pathways to education for young people which can reduce the amount of drop 

outs.  

o Our government has to take into consideration which consequences their new reforms will 

entail. Today our government knows. But sanctioning vulnerable groups and only reward the 

rich is not a good pathway for future challenges and a sustainable development for our 

country.   


