MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING AND TERMS OF REFERENCE
between

DENTONS EUROPE, a limited liability partnership incorporated in England and Wales with registered number OC316822 whose registered office is at One Fleet Place, London EC4P 4GD, a law firm with offices and associated firms across Europe and Central Asia (hereinafter referred to as “Dentons”) 

and

EUROPEAN ANTI POVERTY NETWORK, an NGO based in Brussels, Belgium (hereinafter referred to as “EAPN”) 

and

OBJECTIVE:

1. Dentons wishes to collaborate with EAPN and provide pro bono legal services (the “Services”) within the terms of this Memorandum of Understanding (“MOU”); and 

2. EAPN is willing to collaborate with Dentons, and receive the Services and to honour the minimum commitments (the “Commitments”) within the terms of this MOU.

1 Overview
1.1 Globally and across Europe, Dentons (an international law firm) actively supports and performs pro bono activities aimed at making meaningful contributions to the communities in which the firm is active. While pro bono work is not obligatory, Dentons encourages all lawyers and professionals to engage in pro bono activities.
1.2 In particular, Dentons provides pro bono legal services to non-profit organizations (NGOs, charities, foundations, associations, etc.) which:
1.2.1 focus on making positive and material contributions to the communities in which the firm works – global, regional and local communities; and

1.2.2 cannot afford to pay for legal services or by their policy or statutes they engage only law firms which are willing to assist them free of charge or at significantly discounted rates.
1.3 Among the various non-profit organizations with which Dentons collaborates within its pro bono program, particular attention is paid to those organizations working to promote the rights of vulnerable persons.
1.4 EAPN, (a non-profit organisation maintaining its Secretariat in Brussels) is the largest European network of national, regional and local networks, involving anti-poverty NGOs and grassroot groups active in the fight against poverty and social exclusion. EAPN is a network of 31 national networks of voluntary organisations and grassroots groups and 13 European organisations. The membership of EAPN is involved in a variety of activities aimed at combating poverty and social exclusion including, education and training activities, service provision and activities aimed at the participation and empowerment of people experiencing poverty and social exclusion.
1.5 With this collaboration, Dentons and EAPN are seeking to make a positive contribution to the rights of people living in poverty and social exclusion across Europe by combining the legal skills of Dentons lawyers with policy and advocacy vision of EAPN. 
2 Possible areas of cooperation within this agreement 

2.1 Dentons and EAPN envision collaborating on the following possible projects:

2.1.1 The provision of operational legal support to EAPN and its members within the European anti-poverty network. 
2.1.2 The conducting of comparative legal research and policy research in support of the advocacy goals of EAPN and its members and the pursuit of strategic litigation towards the same ends.
2.1.3 The development of a legal training program for NGO leaders within the European anti-poverty movement (selected from among EAPN members)

2.1.4 The development of internship schemes for persons from disadvantaged backgrounds (identified by EAPN and selected by Dentons) within Dentons offices and the offices of Dentons commercial clients.
3 Dentons minimum commitments
3.1 Dentons will honour the following Commitments to EAPN:

3.1.1 Operational: Dentons will provide operational legal assistance directly to EAPN and its members and affiliates whether that relates to: services contracts, employment law, intellectual property, tax law, governance etc. Such assistance will be requested on an ad hoc basis and will be provided by Dentons lawyers where a suitable lawyer can be found and within a reasonable period of time bearing in mind lawyers’ commercial obligations. 
3.1.2 Law & Policy Research: At the request of EAPN and subject to close consultation with Dentons European pro bono team, Dentons will undertake comparative legal and policy research and international and EU law research to support the advocacy work of EAPN. 

3.2 In relation to each pro bono request Dentons will allocate a lawyer or team of lawyers, as appropriate to provide the Services to EAPN.

3.3 At all times, unless otherwise indicated by Dentons European pro bono team, the pro bono team will remain the primary point of contact for EAPN in relation to the provision of the services.
4 EAPN minimum commitments
4.1 EAPN will honour the following Commitments to Dentons:
4.1.1 Identify one or two key EAPN staff members to act as contact persons (the “Contact Person(s)”) within EAPN for Dentons pro bono team to communicate with;

4.1.2 Review the any Law & Policy Research work carried out by Dentons for EAPN within a reasonable period so that Dentons pro bono team make any revisions and amendments as necessary; and

4.1.3 Contribute to any joint communications about the collaboration foreseen by this MOU as appropriate and mutually agreed upon and in accordance with Articles 6 and 7 of this MOU.
5 Duration

5.1     This MOU will commence in May 2019 and terminate upon mutual agreement of the parties.
5.2     Other than in exceptional circumstances, Dentons and EAPN will give at least 3 months’ notice of any decision    to withdraw from this agreement, to enable work in progress to be completed and alternative arrangements to be put in place.

6 Compensation

6.1 The Services and Commitments are provided by the Dentons and EAPN on a pro bono basis. 
7 Intellectual Property Rights

7.1 Dentons and EAPN agree that any intellectual property rights created as a consequence of the delivery of the Services shall be held by both parties equally.

7.2 Dentons and EAPN agree to dully acknowledge one another in any communications in relation to collaboration foreseen by this MoU.

7.3 Dentons and EAPN grant one another the right to use one another’s logos (subject to prior approval) on all public and private communications and on each other’s public websites, provided that such communications are related to the delivery of the Services and have been approved by both parties.

8 Publicity

8.1 Dentons and EAPN grant one another the right to publicise the collaboration foreseen under the terms of this MOU in various public and private channels of communication. However, where such communications are public, they must first be approved by both parties.
9 Notice and approvals

9.1 Any notice or approval foreseen under the terms of this MOU will be valid only if agreed to (for Dentons) by Dentons Pro Bono Director for Europe or Dentons Pro Bono Manager for Europe and (for EAPN) by EAPN Director or by EAPN President.  
10 Confidentiality

10.1 Dentons undertakes: (i) to keep any and all confidential information (where identified as such by EAPN) of EAPN confidential by ensuring that Dentons lawyers follow strict rules of confidentiality; (ii) to only to use such confidential information for the purpose of providing the Services; (iii) not to disclose directly or indirectly any such confidential information to any third party without the prior written consent of EAPN.

11 Legal Status of this MOU

11.1 This MOU is not legally binding. This MOU is governed by the laws of England and Wales. The MOU has only normative force on both Dentons and EAPN.
11.2 This MOU may be executed in any number of counterparts.  This has the same effect as if the signatures on the counterparts were on a single copy of this MOU.
	Signed for and on behalf of DENTONS EUROPE LLP
in[]
on     day of              2019
by 

______________________

Tomasz  Dąbrowski

             Chief Executive Officer
	Signed for and on behalf of EUROPEAN ANTI POVERTY NETWORK
in[]
on      day of   2019

by                                           

______________________
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