
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

ROMA – 18 Ottobre 2019 
 

“Living Healthy and Happy ?” 
 

Preparatory Event for the 18th Meeting of People Experiencing Poverty 
 

THE TIME IS NOW to Make Europe Poverty Free #EUPovertyFree 
 

Constituted our delegation in early September, made of Ciro Naturale, Teresa Siliquini e Carmen Rosa 
Chilet Bazalar, we have focused on the topics and chosen 2, “Access to Housing” and “participation of 
people experiencing poverty in the lives of their communities and societies” 
 

1) Why have you chosen this priority? Why is this priority important for your country OR region OR 

community OR group?  

The delegation, made up of people who have or had direct experience with the issues identified, took 
on the responsibility of representing us at European level, bringing their experience and denouncing 
the critical issues present in our country.  
 
The delegation chose these 2 points as they are the ones that most touch their personal experience. 
 
The issue of health is current and highly felt by Italian citizens and more importantly by those who live 
in large cities such as Rome, Milan, Naples for long waiting lists, absent or poorly promoted 
prevention, outpatient clinics and above all for too stringent regulation in the fruition in relation to 
the age and type of care guaranteed. 
 
For what participation concerns, our communities suffer the underestimation of culture as a means of 
socialization, the lack of well-defined spaces that allow for integration of the weaker, entry barriers 
that are too high and difficult to bypass to be than able to compare on an equal level, to equally 
access primary services and above all primary rights.  
 
However, it requires the contribution of everyone for a broader vision, to faithfully report the needs, 
proposals and above all the hopes of all of us. 
 
This meeting of October 18th had as its purpose the support and the sharing of ideas to do an 
excellent job. 
 
After having presented the delegates, i found useful to ask everybody to fill in a post-it and answer to 
a simple question for both of the topics :  
  

1. WHAT WORKS ? 
 
2. WHAT DOESN’T WORK ?  



 
 

The results of this moment were then used to better start the work of 2 distinct groups on the two 
selected topics. 
 
The aim of the groups was to produce at least 2 suggestions, notes, recommendations, which the 
delegation could take into consideration and support in the discussions and comparisons that will be 
held in Brussels. 
 

2) Are there any policies in place to address the problem? How do they work? What is the impact 

of these policies on PePs lives?  

For the first topic discussed, we have actually listed a good number of active policies that are useful 
and give a big support the PEP and not only. Many were grateful that health care in Italy is for 
everyone, a huge help that must never be taken for granted, but still how it works is the real problem. 
 
Unfortunately services are slow, hardly accessible and this only serves to aggravate the situation as 
fewer and fewer people take advantage of them, multiplying the serious cases, the epidemics, the 
degenerations and finally also the costs. A dog that bites its own tail, a process that only manages to 
lighten the states cash desk but that does not help to create a healthier community. 
 
What came out for the Participation topic, well I believe that the lack of good common sense  is 
something everybody participating to the meeting has pointed out at a certain moment of the 
afternoon. We have many spaces for people to meet but  do people use them ? are they confortable 
to do so ? are these spaces made for PEPs ? 
 
 
 



 
 

1) What solutions or improvements to existing solutions do PePs propose regarding the problem? 

Simple suggestions, but that can help a lot. 
 
For the First Topic (Health Care) : 
 

1. We recommend keeping the public health service truly public in all regions of Italy. Thus 
preventing the use of public facilities for private purposes. 
 

2. Better prevention, even in schools among the youngest, by educating to a correct lifestyle. 
 

3. Overcoming territorial disparities in access to health care. All territories must guarantee the 
same services with the same standards. 

 
For the Second Topic (Social Participation) : 
 

1. The promotion of structured community moments, proposed and supported within a 
national inclusion strategy. Open Spaces that allow free and accessible socialization to all. 
Theater, Guided Tours, are just some of the examples shown here, which allow 
participation without barriers and discrimination. 

 
2. Let's start with the little ones, from the bases of a dignified life without preclusions. In this 

regard, we recommend fair participation in school life, at least during the mandatory age, 
but not only. 
The increasingly present technologies, often create distinctions between A-series pupils 
and B-series pupils, who trivially does not have access to a PC is undoubtedly discriminated 
if the tasks are to be done on the computer, if the teacher requests them by e-mail. 

 
 



 
 
 

CHRISTMAS WISHES 
 
Postcard 1: 
FRONT 
Poverty is not only a lack of income, but it is a cumulative phenomenon that is 
constituted by the accumulation of multiple discomforts. 
Carmen - 42 - ITALY  
 
REAR  
This Christmas, the Italian Anti-Poverty Network is wishing for equal and public health 
care service in all regions. 
 
Postcard 2: 
FRONT 
No one can deal with poverty without including the skills and participation of the poor. 
Ciro - 43 - ITALY 
 
REAR  
This Christmas, the Italian Anti-Poverty Network is wishing for more community 
moments free and accessible, to make everybody feel welcomed. 
 


