
Poverty watch report 2018

Macedonia

Introduction (who we are)

MAPP (Macedonian anti-poverty platform) is a network dedicated to fight against 
poverty. It’s vision is a society of well-being, non-discrimination, development and 
peace  with  a  mission  to  promote  the  principles  of  equality,  solidarity,  non-
discrimination,  promotion  and  protection  of  human  rights  and  freedoms  of  all 
people in the Republic of Macedonia, Europe and beyond.

MPPS  is  working  to  reduce  poverty  and  to  encourage  social  inclusion,  by 
developing cultural, economic and other social values. The platform works with 
poor, marginalized, vulnerable and discriminated communities by involving them 
in all processes and levels of decision-making that affect them.

Advocacy, lobbying and impact on public policies and strategies in the area of 
social protection, health care, employment, poverty, social inclusion, human rights 
and non-discrimination. Raising awareness among the general and expert public on 
issues related to poverty and social exclusion. 

Conducts  research  and  analysis  in  the  field  of  poverty,  human  rights,  social 
inclusion, (non) discrimination, health care, employment, education, and proposing 
measures to overcome identified problems.

What is an MAPP  poverty watch report?

The  MAPP  Poverty  Watch  Reports  is  a  communication  tool,  which  aims  to 
signpost key developments/trends on poverty, assess briefly the impact of the EU, 
identify the key issues that impact on the people in poverty in the country and 
propose solutions. 

Objectives

* To monitor key trends and policy on poverty and social exclusion in Europe.

* To  raise  awareness  about  priority  issues  and  impact/reality  for  people 
experiencing poverty

* To propose concrete recommendations backed by example and evidence.



Target audience

* Stakeholders and general public at national level.

* National and EU decision-makers 

Why we are doing the Poverty watch? 

MAPP is a part of the European Anti-Poverty Network (EAPN), which aims to 
reduce poverty and inequality and to increase the participation of people who have 
experienced poverty. With this report we are looking at the poverty situation in 
Macedonian going through statistics and development trends related to poverty, as 
well as our views on the measures needed to reduce poverty.

The main messages from the Poverty report Macedonia are the following:

*  21% of Macedonians live in real poverty 

* It  is important to build partnership with people experiencing poverty and 
people who live in social exclusion 

* creating politics that refer to poverty and keeping track of changes (whether 
they are reducing or producing poverty)

* guaranteed minimal income

* making easier process of getting  documentation 

What is Poverty?

There are different approaches in defining poverty. According to recent debates at 
the  European  level,  poverty  is  divided  into  two  types:  absolute  (extreme)  and 
relative poverty.

Absolute  or  extreme  poverty  refers  to  the  lack  of  basic  survival  needs.  For 
example, lack of food, clean water and adequate housing, lack of clothing or drugs, 
and a struggle for survival. This type of poverty is most common in developing 
countries, but it also exists in developed countries. 

The elimination of absolute poverty is one of the main focuses of the UN. The first 
goal of the UN Millennium Campaign is to eradicate extreme poverty and hunger. 
This means halving the number of people living with less than 1 dollar per day. 
However, in the EU countries when talking about poverty, the most common is the 
relative poverty.



Relative poverty refers to the way of life and income that for some people is much 
worse than the general standard in a given country, which leads to difficulties in 
everyday  life  and  their  exclusion  from  participation  in  economic,  social  and 
cultural  activities.  It  certainly varies  from country to country depending on the 
standard of the rest of the population. Relative poverty is also serious and harmful, 
though not as absolute. 

There is another definition of relative poverty in the EU: 

Poor people are people whose income and resources are inadequate in relation to a 
standard that is considered acceptable in the environment in which they live. Due 
to  poverty,  they  also  face  other  inconveniences  due  to  unemployment,  low 
incomes, poor housing, inadequate health care and learning restrictions, cultural 
life,  sports  and  recreation.  They  are  often  excluded  from activities  (economic, 
social and cultural) that are within the reach of others and their approach to the 
exercise of fundamental rights is limited.

Personal messages from people experiencing poverty in Macedonia, what they 
think:

• "I feel threatened and separated from society, I am not comfortable and I feel 
bad. I see other people well dressed, and I cannot compare with them. It’s 
better to die than live like this. It's hard for me. It would have been better for 
me and for my children if I had a job”

• "I feel that I am not capable, I want to work, but I cannot. I have health 
problems, I am not good with my heart, stomach and feet"

• "My son wants to go to school, but there is no clothes for him. In school he 
has to eat,  and there is no money. Money from social  help are not even 
nearly enough to help me"

What is happening to poverty? Who are the groups most affected?

Macedonia is still moderately prepared in implementing EU rules in the social field 
for minimum standards for labor law, equality, health and safety at work and non-
discrimination  this  area,  but  yet  there  is  some  progress  noticed.  Youth 
unemployment  is  an  issue  in  the  country.  Young  people  and  the  long-term 
unemployed face difficulties in the labor market inclusion. 

Poverty remains a serious problem, in particular for Roma people and persons with 



disabilities. The Anti-Discrimination Law is not yet aligned with the EU acquis and 
its implementation mechanisms are still not strengthened. Macedonia is facing with 
continues migration of its educated youth people who are looking for a better life 
outside the country. The overall situation in all areas of life was the main reason for 
this problem. Child poverty is the highest,  almost  30%, and has been rising in 
recent years.

Ministry of Labor and Social Policy implements the social reforms that entered the 
parliamentary  procedure.  After  their  adoption,  an  essential  process  will  be 
launched to draw about 400 thousand citizens above the poverty line.

Analyzed by household  type,  the poverty rate  of  households composed of  two 
adults  with  two  dependent  children  in  2017  is  20.0%.  According  to  the  most 
frequent status of economic activity, the rate of poor employed persons is 9.0%, 
while  the  rate  of  poor  pensioners  is  7.7%.  The  Gini  coefficient  (measure  of 
inequality in the distribution of revenues) is 32.5%. In the labor market, women's 
participation  is  (51.7%  of  age  limit  15-64  in  2017),  Roma  and  people  with 
disabilities  remain  low in  percentage.  Employment  policies  remain  focused  on 
young people and long-term unemployed as the highest priority.

Europe  2020  eg  3  indicators:  at  risk  of  poverty,  material  deprivation,  low  
intensity  of  work,  analysing  trends  and  gap  on  achievement  on  the  targets.  
Selection of other data elevant ie other key EU SILC indicators – including in-
work poverty, housing need or by breakdown of group 

a. People at risk of poverty or social exclusion by age and sex i nMacedonia  
is: 2o15 - 41.6, 2016 4- 1.1 

b. At-risk-of-poverty rate by poverty threshold, age and sex - EU-SILC survey :  
2015 -21.5%. 2016 - 21.9%

c. People living in households with very low work intensity by age and sex  
(population aged 0 to 59 years)2015 - 17.4%, 2016 - 16.3%

d. Material  deprivation  rate  for  the  'Economic  strain'  and  'Durables'  
dimensions,  by  number  of  item of  deprivation  -  EU-SILC survey  2015 -  
30.4%, 2016 -30.0%

e. Gini coefficient of equivalised disposable income - EU-SILC survey 2015  
-33.7%, 2016-33.6%

f. In-work at-risk-of-poverty rate by type of contract - EU-SILC survey 2015  
2016 



GEO/TIME 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

                    10.2     11.0     11.1      9.7       8.8       8.9

Over 445,099 citizens (21% of the population) are struggling with poverty (they 
earn less than 3,155.04 denars annually for a family of four) and they are dealing 
with food insecurity every day. Currently, we have 50 public kitchens that provide 
1 meal per day for $ 1.43 to almost 4.000 citizens.

According to MAPP, recipients of social financial  assistance live in poverty. In 
2014,  there  were  128,679  citizens  (34,507  families),  and  in  2015  there  were 
106,230 (28,018 families). The current social financial assistance is 2831 denars 
(the previous years was less) shows that approximately for 1 person it goes less 
than 100 denars per day, but in the larger families the situation is worse.

What are the key challenges and priorities?

• Priority  must  be  given  to  those  who  need  help  the  most  (revising  the 
conditions and the way in which assistance is provided)

• Social mapping across the whole country that will accurately determine the 
target groups at risk and their needs, but also the existing services and their 
shortcomings

• Professionalization of the centers for social work, increasing the number of 
field teams for psycho-social support that will help the people in social risk 
to overcome their condition

• Creating  conditions  for  functioning  of  social  services  that  will  solve  the 
problems  of  the  different  target  groups  in  the  long  run  (pluralization, 
standardization, and deinstitutionalization)

What is happening on national level?

• Preparation  of  the  important  strategic  document  called  “Program  for 
Employment and Social  Policy Reform 2020  – ESPR” (Employment and 
Social Reform Program 2020)

• Macedonia ratified the Istanbul Convention for prevention and combating 
violence against women and domestic violence



• In less than two years, Macedonia has an increase in the minimum wage

• Introduce progressive tax

• Awaiting  the  new  social  protection  law  that  should  have  a  systematic 
approach to the realization of the rights of social protection users

• The new reforms are giving guarantee for a better life, reducing the poverty 
and  giving  equal  chances  for  every  child,  but  it  will  also  activate  the 
unemployed people on the labor market. The access to the child allowance 
and allowance for education would increase for 20 times. From 2019, the 
children's allowance will use 73,500 children instead of 3,200 in the current 
moment,  and  the  education  allowance  instead  of  3,800  children,  64,316 
children.  Typically,  a  family  of  four  people,  instead of  the current  3,000 
denars social assistance, they will receive a guaranteed minimum income of 
over  10,000  denars  (that  is,  each  household  will  receive  money  and 
homestead according to the social risk in which it is located)

• Higher allowances,  new services and centers for persons with disabilities 
were provided in 2018

Key Recommendations

• The social protection system must offer systematic support

•  We need further improvement of the labor market  conditions for young 
people and socially vulnerable groups

DATA SOURCES

EU LEVEL

* eu progress report for Macedonia 2018 - key findings 

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-18-3405_en.htm

National level 

* http://www.stat.gov.mk/ (state statistical institution)

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-18-3405_en.htm


* http://www.mpps.org.mk/ (Macedonian anti-poverty platform)

* http://www.mtsp.gov.mk/ (ministry of labor and social policy)


