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Draft - PEP Report 2019 – RENASIS, Romania 

 

 

1. How we formed the PEP Group 2019 

One of the strategic directorations of the Human Catalyst Association, Coordinator PEP 

Romania, is the one called "We grow the community". Starting from 2015, we run the 

programme annually with the same name, which involves direct interventions in or for 

disadvantaged communities. If in 2015 and 2016 we worked in a rural community segregated 

by Roma "We grow the community at the Valley of the Raven", in 2017, 2018 and 2019, our 

target group were young people in situations of social risk, urban, rural and Bucharest (Roma, 

families Substances, victim of abuse, etc.). 

Therefore, starting from this premise and from the fact that young people in Romania are the 

poorest and deprived of opportunities in the EU (according to Eurostat), we decided that this 

year's PEP group should consist of young people affected by poverty and risk of exclusion. 

 

2. First training session with PEP 

In June 2019 we organized the camp of young activists, attended by 25 young people, Roma 

and Roma, from Bucharest and 5 counties (Suceava, Constanţa, Argeş, Botoşani, Neamţ). 

During the one-week camp, we organized 3 sessions of half a day to identify and select the 

PEP priorities. Also in this camp, young people have learned PhotoVoice as a method of 

activism that expose their problems and make them known to both decidenants and the 

general public. 

The priority themes chosen by PEP during the camp were: 

1. Access to education (discrimination, costs of free education and weak teachers) 

2. Access to decent housing 

3. Lack of infrastructure – paved streets, gases, running water 

4. Discrimination and exclusion of Roma, persons with disabilities 

After the prioritisation process that all EAPN countries participated in, we considered that the 

themes we proposed are best to: Participation of people experiencing poverty in the lives of 

their communities and societies – focusing on participation Young people. 

 

3. Second stage of PEP training 

After the camp in Sibiuin July, young people participated in a new action in Bucharest, where, 

over the course of 3 days, they visited the country's main decision-making institutions: the 

Presidency, Parliament and the government. During this action, they had the opportunity to 

learn directly from sources that are the tasks of the 3 institutions, how they work and how 

they as citizens can participate and influence decisions, even at national level. Also now, we 
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had a training session  in which they were given the theme to implement whatshe  learned at 

the PhotoVoice course and work  through this method, in their own communities, on the 4 

priorities Identified by them in the camp. 

Thus, between July and September every young participant in the camp, went through the 

Photovoice process in his community, and in September, the Human Catalyst team selected 

the best 12 works received from them. 

 

4. The last stage of preparation of PEP 

Following the discussions IN RENASIS, we agreed with the other MemBRI that the 

International Day for the eradication of Poverty would be held on 4 November. At the event, 

we will expose the 12 selected PhotoVoice works and organise a debate on "how young 

people from disadvantaged communities participate in community life".  

The debate in which young PEP will participate (camp participants and invited others), as well 

as stakeholders (institutions, NGOS, politicians, etc.) – approx. 50 persons, has the role: 

- Public awareness of the effects of poverty, especially on young people 

- To collect examples of stimulating youth participation in community life 

- and to formulate together with all participants in the event (youth and stakeholders) 

a set of recommendations 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


