
 ASSESSMENT OF THE EUROPE 2020 STRATEGY 
IN SPAIN AND THE EU  

FORUM

About EAPN 
EAPN Europe is the largest EU network of 
independent anti-poverty organizations, made 
up of 32 national networks and 13 European 
Organizations, representing thousands of 
grass-root organizations working to combat 
poverty at European, national, regional and 
local levels. EAPN has strongly supported the 
implementation of the Europe 2020 strategy, 
particularly the poverty and social targets 
through the European Semester, and more 
recently the European Pillar of Social Rights. 

EAPN Spain is the largest network of 
independent anti-poverty organizations, made 
up of 17 territorial networks, corresponding to 
the Autonomous Communities, and around 
8,000 NGOs working at the State, Regional and 
Local levels. 

The FORUM 

‣ Was the EU Strategy  effective? 
‣ Did it reduce poverty and social exclusion? 
‣ Which are the differences among member 

states? 
‣ Which was the impact in Spain? 
‣ Which is the way forward, in the post-2020 

scenario? 

Date: 19th March, 2020 

Venue: Spanish Red Cross Headquarters, 
Avenida Reina Victoria, 26. Madrid,SP 

Time: 9,30 am - 6,00 pm 

More info: Working languages are Spanish during 
the morning and English in the afternoon 
session. Registration at www.eapn.es 



THE FORUM 
AGENDA 

CONTEXT 

The  Europe 2020 Strategy  sets out 
the  vision  of a social market economy 
for  Europe  in the 21st century. It aims at 
transforming the EU  into a smart, sustainable 
and inclusive economy with high levels of 
employment, productivity and social cohesion 
and at reinforcing the EU as an actor in global 
governance. For the first time, it included 
shared social headline targets, distributed 
among member states according their weight 
within the EU. Three of these targets are 
related to the reduction of poverty, the 
decrease of early school leavers and the 
increase of people with tertiary education in 
the EU.  

Despite the common commitment, the impact 
of the economic crisis, the macroeconomic 
and fiscal adjustment and the national 
differences question the efficacy of this 
Strategy. In spite of the slight improvements 
registered in the last three years, in 2020 the 
fulfillment of these commitments is still far 
from being achieved: 

• 112.8 million people in the EU live in 
households at risk of poverty or social 
exclusion; 22.4 % of the population. 

• 16.9 % of the population in the EU are at 
risk of poverty after social transfers. 

• 9.5 % of the population aged 0-59 years in 
the EU live in households with very low 
work intensity in 2017. 

• 6.6  % of the population in the EU are 
severely materially deprived. 

PROGRAM 

MORNING SESSION: One of the five 2020 Strategy headline 
targets was linked to Poverty and Social Exclusion: to lift at least 
20 million people out of poverty or social exclusion. In the case 
of Spain, the target involved the reduction of 1.4 and 1.5 
million people at risk of poverty and social exclusion by 2020. 
This aim is far from being achieved. What happened with the 
Spanish targets? Can we learn from the past? Which should be 
the approach? How can we deliver a rights-based, person-
centered anti-poverty strategy based on integrated active 
inclusion? 

VOICES FROM THE GROUND 

• Testimonies of people experiencing poverty 

DEBATE 

• President of EAPN Spain and EAPN Europe 

• Representatives of the Spanish Government, the 
European Commission, and the Platform of the Third 
Sector 

AFTERNOON SESSION: Should the EU devote more efforts to 
improve lives and well-being? What lessons can be learned 
from the EU2020 Strategy? Should the Agenda 2030 and the 
European Pillar of Social Rights shape a social and sustainable 
post 2020 strategy, eradicating poverty as a pre-requisite? How 
do we move forward on key social standards to ensure 
adequate income, including an EU framework on adequate 
minimum income? 

INTRODUCTION: POST 2020, THE FUTURE OF SOCIAL EUROPE 

• Sian Jones EAPN Policy Officer Coordinator  

• Mathias Maucher, EAPN Senior Policy Officer 

DEBATE AMONG EXPERTS 

Graciela Malgesini (SP); Maschinka Groot (NE), 
Constantinescu Stefan-Dragos (RO), Anna Järvinen (FI), 
Krisztina Jász  (HU), Paula Cruz (PT), Judith Tobac (BE) , 
Martina Brandstaetter (AT) and Elina Alere-Fogele (LV).


