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EUISG Webinar Exchange: Thursday 25 June 14.00-16.00 

Moving forward together: Member exchange on key advocacy 

actions and European Green Deal 

Notes 

Chair: Sian Jones/Martina Brandstätter 

Notes: Sian Jones, Mathias Maucher, Rebecca Lee 

Objectives: 

• To update/ exchange with members and agree next steps on EUISG key priorities: EU 

action on Minimum Income and Minimum Wage, European Pillar of Social Rights, 

Covid-19 study and conference, Poverty Watch 

• To exchange on follow up on European Green Deal 

Draft Agenda 

14.00 Welcome/Tour de table: Martina Brandstätter, EAPN AT/EUISG Co-chair 

14.05 Introduction/objectives of webinar: Sian Jones, EAPN Policy Coordinator 

14.10 Update on latest developments/planning our action together 

➢ 5-minute introduction each item: Sian Jones/ Mathias Maucher, EAPN Policy Team 

➢ Question/exchange and agree next steps 

14.10 – 14.45 (Sian Jones, Policy Coordinator) 

1) COVID-Study and Policy conference (programme) – info and follow up (5 minutes) 

2) Poverty Watch – EXCO decision and next steps with national PW (ToR and template; 

Exco notes) (10 minutes) 

3) European Pillar of Social Rights Consultation – coordinating member action? (final 

position; summary) (10 minutes) 

14.45 – 15.10 (Mathias Maucher, Policy Officer) 

4) Adequate Income: Minimum Income & Minimum Wage (EC consultation resource on 

minimum wages), working together to get EU obligatory frameworks? (EAPN’s position 

paper) (20 minutes) 

15.10 European Green Deal: Chair – Sian Jones, EAPN Policy Coordinator 

• Presentation of final draft of reflection paper and proposal on collecting 

promising/concerning practices (final paper): Leo Williams, EAPN Director and Sian 

Jones Policy Coordinator 

https://www.eapn.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/EAPN-EAPN-Policy-Conference-Programme-14July2020-4504.pdf
https://www.eapn.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/EAPN-2020-Revised-Poverty-Watch-ToR-and-Template-4506.docx
https://www.eapn.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/EAPN-20202616-ExCo-minutes-4507.docx
https://www.eapn.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/EAPN-Response-to-Consultation-EAPN-Proposals-on-Action-Plan-to-implement-the-EPSR_FINAL-4508.docx
https://www.eapn.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/EAPN-Response-to-Consultation-EAPN-Proposals-on-Action-Plan-to-implement-the-EPSR_FINAL-4508.docx
https://www.eapn.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/EAPN-5000-word-summary-FINAL-4509.docx
https://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=522&langId=en
https://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=522&langId=en
https://www.eapn.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/EAPN-2020_EAPN_Position_Paper_Adequate-Minimum-Income_Final-4464.pdf
https://www.eapn.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/EAPN-2020_EAPN_Position_Paper_Adequate-Minimum-Income_Final-4464.pdf
https://www.eapn.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/EAPN-2020-EAPN-Green-Deal-Key-Messages-Reflection-Paper-4569.docx
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15.20 Break-out rooms exchange 

• What concrete examples can you propose of promising Green Transition/Deal 

proposals in your country that could benefit people experiencing poverty country? 

• What concrete examples are there of proposals that are threats/or where they will 

‘pay’ 

15. 45 Return to Plenary 

• Feedback from break-out discussions 

15.55 Wrap up and Conclusions 

16.00 End of WEBINAR 

 

Notes from the Meeting 

 

Participants 

 

National Networks: Martina Brandstätter, AT; Judith Tobac and Caroline Van der Hoeven, BE; Iva 

Kuchyňková and Jiří Vraspír, CZ; Jürgen Schneider, DE; Mart-Peeter Erss, EE; Graciela Malgesini, ES; 

Anna Järvinen, FI; Jeanne Dietrich, FR; Aleksandra Selak-Živković, HR; Paul Ginnell and Anne Loftus and 

Irene Byrne, IE; Rimgailė Matulionytė and Aistė Adomavičienė, LT; Carole Reckinger, LU; Maja Staleska, 

MK; André Bonello, MT; Sonja Leemkuil, NL; Olav Strømmen, NO; Ryszard Szarfenberg, PL; Paula Cruz, 

PT; Katherine Duffy, UK 

European Organisations: Philippe Seidel, AGE; Stefan Kitzmann, Eurodiaconia; Fran McDonnell, IFSW 

EAPN Staff: Sian Jones, Rebecca Lee, Philippe Lemmens, Mathias Maucher, Magda Tancău, Leo 

Williams 

Apologies: Krisztina Jasz, HU; Živa Humer, SI; Marija Babović, RS 

 

14.00 Welcome/Tour de table: Martina Brandstätter, EAPN AT/EUISG Co-chair 

 

On behalf of Martina who could not join in time due to technical problems, Sian welcomed (back) the 

colleagues to the afternoon webinar session. It deals with a number of topics on which updates would 

be given and the policy, advocacy and dissemination work of members would be discussed. She went 

through the agenda mentioning the five topics to be deal with. 

 

14.05 Introduction/objectives of webinar: Sian Jones, EAPN Policy Coordinator 

 

14.10 Update on latest developments/planning our action together 

 

1) COVID-Study and Policy conference (programme) – info and follow up (5 minutes) 

 

Sian informed on the state of play with regard to the EAPN study on the impact of COVID-19 on people 

experiencing poverty and vulnerabilities – see the presentation. She thanked Graciela for her 

wonderful and tremendous work and all members - in total 25 contributions were received from 22 

National Networks and 3 EOs; the report also draws on input received during and after the EUISG 

Webinar on the social impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic on 23 April 2020 - for their contributions. 

https://www.eapn.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/EAPN-EAPN-Policy-Conference-Programme-14July2020-4504.pdf
https://www.eapn.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/EAPN-EUISG-Webinar-Moving-Forward-Together-25.06.20-SJ-4566.ppt
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She informed that Graciela would produce a main report, an annex with all detailed country 

information and a part with the conclusions and recommendations. The EAPN Policy Conference will 

be the occasion to present and launch the study, but will also link the idea of short- and mid-term 

policy responses to the COVID-19 epidemy to the need for a long-term EU-level Anti-Poverty Strategy 

and an EU-level legal instrument on adequate income. Sian went through the agenda and the main 

objectives of the event organised via zoom and broadcasted on the EAPN facebook page. 

 

2) Poverty Watch – EXCO decision and next steps with national PW (ToR and template; Exco notes) 

(10 minutes) 

 

Sian went through the slide set on the Poverty Watches – see the presentation. She underlined that 

the template provided is “advisory”, not obligatory and the need for the EUISG members to reach out 

to the National Coordinators. She also recalled the current agreements on money transferred to 

National Networks as laid down in the contracts. Pending the final decision of the ExCo on how to use 

money saved from the cancellation of face-to-face meetings the amount to be obtained and used for 

this year’s Poverty Watch would be increased to 750 Euro per National Network. The deadline for the 

delivery of the original/national language and the English language version is 14 September 2020 in 

order to allow the EAPN Secretariat to produce a comparative/European report for the 17 October 

International Day on the Eradication of Poverty. Sian also talked the participants through all relevant 

points of the updated ToR. 

 

Philippe (Seidel) informed that AGE did a Poverty Watch in 2018. Sian confirmed that also the EOs can 

continue to produce their Poverty Watch but cannot receive any money as they also receive EC money. 

Fran wondered if EOs not receiving EU money – such as IFSW Europe – could be eligible for EAPN 

financial support when doing a Poverty Watch. Leo – with additional explanations provided by Sian 

and Philippe (Lemmens) about practice in the last years – replied that financial support has historically 

been on the National Networks and if changes would need to be made this issue would need to be 

made in the ExCo. Magda added that the cooperation with PeP and National Coordinators should and 

could well be strengthened by this piece of work. The joint work on the Poverty Watch could be then 

used to start the preparation of the European Meeting of People of Experiencing Poverty. She also 

recalled that the work on participation, however, cannot be that much be decided at EU-level. Graciela 

mentioned that the Poverty Watch produced in 2019 by EAPN Spain was instrumental for the country 

visit to Spain of the (former) UN Special Rapporteur on Extreme Poverty and Human Rights who 

quoted it and thus strongly helped to get it better known and disseminated amongst policy makers, 

the media and the general public. Sian finally asked everybody to inform her and Mathias in a mail 

about the planed timeline of the National Networks (and those EOs ready to produce one) for the 

Poverty Watches as this would strongly help the internal planning of work. 

 

3) European Pillar of Social Rights Consultation – coordinating member action? (final position; 

summary) (10 minutes) 

 

Sian informed that the EAPN response to the consultation on the Action Plan to implement the EPSR 

has been finalised – see the presentation. The dissemination via mailing, social media, and the EAPN 

website would take place next week. She also announced a mail to inform the members how they 

could submit their own contribution and then also include a reference and the links to the full-fledged 

and summary version of EAPN’s reply and/or rehash the EAPN contribution by highlighting the key 

points for them. Sian strongly encouraged all National Networks to do an own reply as this would 

strengthen their voice nationally and EAPN’s voice and priorities which we would hope to be largely 

https://www.eapn.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/EAPN-2020-Revised-Poverty-Watch-ToR-and-Template-4506.docx
https://www.eapn.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/EAPN-20202616-ExCo-minutes-4507.docx
https://www.eapn.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/EAPN-EUISG-Webinar-Moving-Forward-Together-25.06.20-SJ-4566.ppt
https://www.eapn.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/EAPN-2020-Revised-Poverty-Watch-ToR-and-Template-4506.docx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Poverty/Pages/SRExtremePovertyIndex.aspx
https://www.eapn.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/EAPN-Response-to-Consultation-EAPN-Proposals-on-Action-Plan-to-implement-the-EPSR_FINAL-4508.docx
https://www.eapn.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/EAPN-5000-word-summary-FINAL-4509.docx
https://www.eapn.eu/eapn-input-to-the-consultation-on-the-implementation-of-the-european-pillar-of-social-rights-eapn-position-paper/
https://www.eapn.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/EAPN-EUISG-Webinar-Moving-Forward-Together-25.06.20-SJ-4566.ppt
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reflected in the Action Plan. This should also be done now, even though the consultation will only 

close in November, as DG EMPL staff is already working on the elaboration of the Action Plan. It is 

expected to be presented at a Social Summit planned for May 2021 in the context of the Portuguese 

EU Council Presidency. 

 

Paula and Judith informed about the plans of EAPN PT and EAPN BE to work on an own response and 

the related advocacy work. Leo informed about EC plans to hold national webinars to consult with 

national social partners on the EPSR AP. The EAPN Secretariat will try to find out when these meetings 

will happen and if CSO will also be involved. Sonja asked for the timely sending out of documents to 

prepare the EUISG on their availability. 

 

4) Adequate Income: Minimum Income & Minimum Wage (EC consultation resource on minimum 

wages), working together to get EU obligatory frameworks? (EAPN’s position paper) (20 minutes) 

 

Mathias gave updates on the state of play of EU-level policy processes in relation to minimum income 

and minimum wages – see the presentation. 

• On minimum income he announced that over the summer a 4-page summary document 

would be prepared on the basis of the EAPN Position Paper “Adequate Income” to support 

members’ advocacy, dissemination and communication work. He explained the objectives of 

a legal expert study EAPN would commission to have updated legal advice to back up EAPN’s 

work on an EU-level binding instrument/a Framework Directive on Minimum Income. It would 

build on the 2010 EAPN Legal Expert Study and the 2010 EAPN Working Paper - both 

referenced to in the Position Paper – but also cover more recent legal analyses, putting 

everything into the 2020/2021 EU-level policy framework. It is expected to have Council 

Conclusions on minimum income (protection) adopted at an EPSCO Council meeting in mid-

October on which the EC would then need to build. A final draft would be available in early 

July, but key elements (informally) known appear to be largely in line with the priorities and 

demands of EAPN. Once we (hopefully) have arrived there, a coordinated advocacy and/or 

campaign approach has to be discussed and decided upon, ideally with EMIN partners, too. 

• Regarding minimum wages Mathias elaborated on the ongoing consultation process 

(exclusively) with EU-level and national social partners, the contents of the EC consultation 

documents, the EC Staff Working Document SWD(2020)105 summarising the 23 replies by the 

social partners in the 1st phase consultation and the key demands of the ETUC. He compared 

them with the priorities and main requests of EAPN as sketched out in the Position Paper. He 

referred to the debates on “minimum wages” vs. “living wages”. Mathias finally informed the 

participants on EAPN’s role to support Group III to elaborate the EESC Explanatory Opinion 

SOC 632 “Decent MW across Europe”. He thanked the EAPN National Networks from DE, ES, 

PL, RO, SE for having replied to a survey (replacing a country visit) and for their active 

contributions in dedicated seminars with the EESC Study Group where he served as expert for 

Séamus Boland, Ireland, Chairperson of Group III and also President of the Study Group. 

 

In the exchange Sian focused on the strategies and tactics how EAPN and the EAPN membership can 

best support the adoption of the Council Conclusions on minimum income (protection) to be 

presented by the German EU Council Presidency. She also referred to the current momentum and 

political dynamics at EU level as to minimum income, also due the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

In referring to the newly adopted Spanish national minimum income scheme, Graciela explained that 

EAPN Spain now works 1) on getting the coverage enlarged (for the scheme also to cover 

undocumented migrants), 2) to close gaps between the national scheme and the existing regional 

https://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=522&langId=en
https://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=522&langId=en
https://www.eapn.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/EAPN-2020_EAPN_Position_Paper_Adequate-Minimum-Income_Final-4464.pdf
https://www.eapn.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/EAPN-EUISG-Webinar-Updates-Minimum-IncomeMinimum-Wages-25.06.20-MM-4567.ppt
https://www.eapn.eu/eapn-position-paper-on-adequate-income/
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-9241-2020-INIT/en/pdf
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-9241-2020-INIT/en/pdf
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52020SC0105&from=EN
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minimum income schemes and 3) on pushing for an EU-level instrument on minimum income. 

Katherine asked that EAPN policy and advocacy work in general but also the EAPN Position Paper 

“Adequate Income” not only refer to “migrants” in general, but always explicitly to black and minority 

ethnic (BAME), too. 

 

15.10 European Green Deal: Chair – Sian Jones, EAPN Policy Coordinator 

• Presentation of final draft of reflection paper and proposal on collecting 

promising/concerning practices (final paper): Leo Williams, EAPN Director and Sian Jones 

Policy Coordinator. 

15.20 Plenary exchange 

 

Leo presented the final draft of the “EAPN Key Messages on the European Green Deal and Just 

Transition” (23 June 2020) – see the presentation. The document presented contains input from some 

national networks (in particular from EAPN AT, EAPN BE, EAPN DE and EAPN FR), but this additional 

input integrated by Sian into the paper has not yet been discussed with all members. The EAPN 

Reflection Paper (laid out version) should help to contribute to the debates on the European Green 

Deal and Just Transition and to bring in the experiences, proposals and demands by anti-poverty 

organisations. As the document has not yet gone through a thorough second discussion and revision 

process with all members – even though both the ExCo and EUISG had an earlier draft version on their 

agendas and members had 6 weeks to react to a first version – it was decided not to label the 

document as Position Paper. Leo highlighted the six core demands and the changes done after the 

exchange in the EUISG: 1) Just Transition cannot work if the poor end up paying from it. This also 

implies that there is a need for a poverty/social impact assessment of all and for social and 

environmental goals needing to be equal and reinforcing; 2) The European Green Deal has to be a 

social deal. This also implies that social protection benefits need to be at a sufficient level; 3) There is 

a need for considerable public investment, also channelled via EU funds; 4) Tax justice and progressive 

taxation is key, the most wealthy should pay their full share to promote a Just Transition; 5) 

Importance of CSO and PeP engagement in the related policy design and monitoring, including a call 

for social and environmental NGOs to do joint work and campaigns. 6) Right to clean and affordable 

energy and energy as public goods, also in line with the demands of the RIght2Energy Coalition. 

 

Sian recalled the commitments made in the EAPN Work Programme 2020 on the European Green Deal 

and Just Transition – see the presentation, namely to produce a paper on positive/ negative national 

examples of Just Transition and to work in alliances at EU-level including with the Social Platform, the 

EP Intergroup, SDG Watch, the RIght2Energy Coalition in order to support EAPN’s demands. This 

should then also support the related advocacy work of EAPN’s members at national level. Compared 

to other topics there is a challenge as (at least up to now) only a minority of EAPN National Networks 

has worked in more detail on the topic. The consensus arrived at so far, as presented in the EAPN 

Reflection Paper, mainly builds on their inputs and on existing EAPN work, but it was not always easy 

to find commonalities as the inputs differed hugely. For EAPN to have impact on making the Just 

Transition more social at EU level more detailed analysis, monitoring and advocacy work would need 

to be done which is a clear challenge for EAPN. 

 

Sian suggested to continue the exchange on the EAPN Reflection Paper and the two questions 

addressed to the EAPN members prepared for the break-out rooms – 1) What concrete examples can 

you propose of promising Green Transition/Deal proposals in your country that could benefit people 

experiencing poverty country?; 2) concrete examples are there of proposals that are threats/or where 

they will ‘pay’? – in the plenary. She also invited the participants to come up today (and in the months 

https://www.eapn.eu/eapn-position-paper-on-adequate-income/
https://www.eapn.eu/eapn-position-paper-on-adequate-income/
https://www.eapn.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/EAPN-20200623-EAPN-Green-Deal-Key-Messages-Reflection-Paper-final-for-layout-4510.docx
https://www.eapn.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/EAPN-20200623-EAPN-Green-Deal-Key-Messages-Reflection-Paper-final-for-layout-4510.docx
https://www.eapn.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/EAPN-20200623-EAPN-Green-Deal-Key-Messages-Reflection-Paper-final-for-layout-4510.docx
https://www.eapn.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/EAPN-EAPN-Green-Deal-reflection-paper-pesentation-4568.ppt
https://www.eapn.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/EAPN-2020-EAPN-Green-Deal-Key-Messages-Reflection-Paper-4569.docx
https://www.eapn.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/EAPN-2020-EAPN-Green-Deal-Key-Messages-Reflection-Paper-4569.docx
https://www.eapn.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/EAPN-EUISG-Webinar-Moving-Forward-Together-25.06.20-SJ-4566.ppt
https://www.eapn.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/EAPN-2020-EAPN-Green-Deal-Key-Messages-Reflection-Paper-4569.docx
https://www.eapn.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/EAPN-2020-EAPN-Green-Deal-Key-Messages-Reflection-Paper-4569.docx
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to come) with concrete examples identified by EAPN members on where policies and initiatives 

“framed” by the European Green Deal present a win-win situation both for the environment and 

climate protection, but also for poor and vulnerable people and groups, but also with examples where 

climate protection and environment policies are done to the detriment of their living and working 

situation, their income, their rights, etc. Will e.g. jobs be tailored to the needs of poor, vulnerable and 

disadvantaged persons and will pathways into green jobs be developed to support their employment? 

Who will benefit from energy efficiency? Will investments in social housing be pushed on to the 

tenants? Are there systematic social/poverty impact assessments (not yet there at EU level)? Sian 

confirmed that the EAPN Secretariat will prepare until autumn a mapping document on these national 

examples. She asked for inputs (good and bad policies, initiatives, programmes, etc.). Based on these 

examples we would aim to develop joint key messages and to decide on how to work on the advocacy. 

 

In the exchange with the colleagues, Graciela shared experiences from EAPN Spain in working in a 

coalition with environmental and development NGOs to pursue and defend social and environmental 

objectives on an equal footing, with relevant ministries on influencing “Agenda 2030” and in analysing 

the impacts of green jobs on the labour market with a focus on what these shifts mean for poor and 

vulnerable people, their employment prospects, their labour market inclusion and qualification needs, 

etc. – see her input. Jeanne highlighted EAPN FR work and support to push policies for improved 

energy efficiency to fight energy poverty and mentioned the potential of renovations of buildings for 

more green jobs. Mart-Peeter referred to problematic job losses in the energy production sector 

based on fossil energy with the workers there left without support to move to other (including) green 

jobs and also rising energy prices for everybody as no effective just/fair transition policies put in place 

in Estonia. Paul recalled that there is a civil society and political level in this debate. As in Spain, EAPN 

IE works in coalitions with CSOs from different fields, including trade unions, also on how the green 

deal will play out in Ireland. The new government is likely to include the Green Party which will also 

imply a stronger shift of attention and policy initiatives in the field of housing and energy poverty. 

Katherine asked for a better direct involvement of PeP in the formulation of EAPN demands and 

recommendations on what a green and just future should look like. Mathias mentioned that the EC is 

working on Guidance on Energy Poverty. EAPN will continue to engage in this process, also based on 

the EAPN Reflection Paper and building on EAPN’s work on the prevention and reduction of energy 

poverty/precarity. 

 

15.55 Wrap up and Conclusions 

 

Sian thanked everybody for the active participation in the webinar and the EAPN members for their 

helpful contributions. She invited everybody to participate in the EAPN Policy Conference on 14 July 

2020. 

 

She announced that she would circulate by mid-July information on dates of the forthcoming EUISG 

webinars in the period from September to November 2020. 

 

https://www.eapn.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/EAPN-EAPN-Spain-input-on-Green-Transition-4565.docx

