
      
 
 

Proposals to the boards of political parties regarding the approach to poverty 
and exclusion for the government period after the elections of November 2023 
 
 
Ladies and gentlemen, 
 
You have probably already started writing the election program for 2023-2027. We would like to 
present you with a number of proposals that will greatly improve the approach to reduce poverty and 
exclusion. The proposals are in line with the findings of the Commission Social Minimum, installed by 
the Minister of Poverty to bring forward proposals to improve the position of the low incomes, with 
the Directive Statutory Minimum Wage and with the Recommendation for a Statutory Minimum 
Income, both from the European Commission. We also looked at the proposals made by the 
Commission ‘Borstlap’ where clear signals are given that the existing labor market is due to a strong 
reform and the minimum income needs to be raised sharply. Because every increase in the minimum 
income means a significant increase in the government’s budget, we have looked at where resources 
can come from to make this possible. Also here we join research and proposals already being discussed. 
You will see that this combination means we can immediately achieve three things: 
 
1. The proposed direct increase of the minimum income by the Commission Social Minimum, can also 
apply to the Wajong (Disability Act) and the AOW (state pension) and are free of charge. There is even 
money left over to pay for the increase required by the European Commission's Law on the Statutory 
Minimum Wage, taking into account 100% linkage for all benefits and the AOW (state pension). 
 
2. The social security system, which has had to deal with quite a few blows in the last two decades, is 
being renovated. That this is necessary is demonstrated by the fact that from many sides, substantiated 
by research, it is shown that the Netherlands has become a country where poverty and working 
poverty have become normal.  
 
3. It strengthens the position of the people who earn their living every day in a job that was identified 
as a key activity during the pandemic. In addition, we know, also supported by research, that a well-
functioning social security system ensures that workers feel secure and that productivity therefore 
remains high. The insecurity in which many paid workers live, creates uncertainty and doubt. This 
causes stress and other health costs in addition to the fear of losing the job, so that in the long run the 
savings on wages are canceled out by the ever-increasing health care costs. 
  



Our proposals: 
 

1. We want to start with the Ministry of Finance's own investigation, which shows that a number 
of tax reduction schemes have no effect. We therefore propose as of 1 January 2024 to end the 
41 schemes which the research shows to have no effect. As the research shows, this will directly 
save the treasury 17 billion per year. This more than covers the 6 billion needed to implement 
the Commission Social Minimum's proposal to increase the minimum income immediately, and 
our proposal to implement this increase for the other benefits and the AOW (state pension) as 
well. The same applies to the increases that will still be necessary in connection with the 
implementation of the Minimum Wage Directive of the European Commission. Without the 
need for extra resources or even a shortage for the government’s budget. 

 
2. We propose to continue the discussion, which is also taking place within the European Union 
and the United States, to put into effect a law on the Financial Transaction Tax (FTT) by 
1 January 2024. Incidentally, the European Union has included in its policy intentions to 
implement the FTT in 2026, so we are only running slightly ahead. In addition, there are already 
countries within the EU that have such a tax, such as Sweden and France. President Macron of 
France noted – during the conference on Finance, which he organised in Paris in June 2023 – 
that such a tax will be included in the consideration of generating extra funds for the climate 
crisis. To avoid discussion in advance, it is clear that this FTT will not apply to Dutch pension 
funds. So this is the only exception to be made. 

 
3. In Germany there is a lot to do about the so-called Cum Ex scandal. This is abuse of the 
possibility of reclaiming tax paid on dividends. By now it is clear that this has also been used en 
masse in our country. There are two schemes to which this applies, the aforementioned Cum Ex 
and the Cum Cum. A strong, fast and effective approach can, according to reports, yield 26 billion 
in tax refunds from those who wrongly did ask for a refund, without paying taxes. Urgency and 
an effective approach is required. In addition, we ask you to create legislation that will prevent 
such excesses forever and to end the tax scheme as of 1 January 2024. 

 
As you can see, we have not introduced anything new, but have listed facts. It is up to the new 
government to act quickly. These proposals make that possible and contribute to a fairer distribution, 
an improvement in the position of the working poor and those who have to survive daily on an absolute 
minimum. It will also help reduce child poverty and possibly even prevent this in the future. In addition, 
a reduction of the health care costs will be an additional effect, because people will face less daily 
stress. 
 
Finally, we would like to address another subject, namely the evaluation of the Participation Act, which 
is being heavily scaffolded by Minister Schouten. We are pleased with this clear approach and certainly 
see the first results already. However, there is one case, of which practice has proven that things have 
to be done differently, which may be delayed due to the fall of the cabinet, but that does not deserve 
this delay, namely the fact that people who are incapacitated for work are not at home in the 
Participation Act. We also propose to either reinstate the Disability Act or to lift the blockade of the 
Income Provision for Disability Act and bring the people who belong under this Act. This will have a 
significant effect on the Social Assistance (Participation Act), where the number of clients will decrease. 
This also reduces the pressure on municipalities. To give people with disabilities a real chance in the 
labor market we need social enterprises with sheltered jobs. 
 



Perhaps the new Minister of Poverty wants to set up an extra committee for this call to change the 
position of persons with a disability. We are happy to be involved in this, together with our network 
partners. 
 
We wish you all the best of luck in the upcoming elections and hope that democracy will prevail. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Quinta Ansem, President of the European Anti-Poverty Network Netherlands 
www.eapnned.nl                 www.sterkuitarmoede.nl            www.onzedroombrummmen.nl  
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