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The International Day for the Eradication of Poverty is an international observance celebrated each year on October 17 throughout the world
‘Wherever men and women are condemned to live in extreme poverty, human rights are violated. To come together to ensure that these rights be respected is our solemn duty.’
—Father  Joseph Wresinski, Text Engraved on Original Commemorative Stone in Paris
Four years after the death of Joseph Wresinski, the United Nations officially designated October 17 as the International Day for the Eradication of Poverty,  
This day highlights the importance of upholding human dignity and ensures that everyone can participate fully in society.  It is evident that addressing financial hardship, social exclusion and unequal access to opportunties need to be given great attention.  
Having affordable housing, adequate incomes, accessible services and support for people facing hardship are essential factors in  building a fairer society.  The vulnerability of  children, older people and families struggling to meet their everyday needs particular attention.
The involvement  of people experiencing poverty together with the commitment of government, civil society and the wider community assists in shaping the decisions that actually affect their lives.  
Malta’s prosperity must translate into greater security, dignity and opportunity for all.

