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Introduction and Welcome:

Proinsias De Rossa launched the hearing by putting the meeting into context. It’s an extraordinary time due to several reasons:
· The economic crisis: we pay now the price of the collapse of the economic system. What we can do at the EU level? The hardest impact of the economic crisis affects the unemployment rate which has increased a lot. 

· This economic crisis is doubled by an environmental crisis which is at the agenda of the Copenhagen Summit. 

· The chance to influence the EU 2020 Strategy? This time can be seen as an opportunity to replace the Lisbon Agenda with a more social agenda. The consultation on the Post Lisbon Agenda offers new opportunities to learn from the failures of the current Lisbon Strategy. 
· The new Commissioners will be auditioned during a hearing at the beginning of January 2010. A first draft of the questions has been made. It is important for EAPN to make clear what are its expectations towards the new Commissioners concerning 2020 (sustainable cohesion, decent life…)
So it’s a crucial time to lobby the EU Agenda. M. De Rossa called for the integration of social, economic and environmental policies to contribute to the eradication of poverty and to provide full employment. 

Fintan Farrell. EAPN Director: presented key figures and data on Poverty and inequality in the EU and its impact

After having presented the history of EAPN to the new Parliament and its most significant achievements, Fintan Farrell dedicated his speech to the state of knowledge on poverty and inequality in the EU. There were in the past, EU poverty programmes and now an EU inclusion strategy (Social OMC) from which we know and have learned a lot, but no real political will for an integrated EU strategy capable of eradicating poverty.  Hence we have not made real impact on the reality of poverty in the EU over the last 10 years and there continues to be a growing level of inequality in the EU. Some key figures presented by Fintan included:
· 17% of the EU population can be considered as poor (79 millions of people). There are big discrepancies between the EU Member States (25% of Romanians, 10% of the Netherlands. 
· 8% of the European are working poor (18 millions of people). 14% of Greeks are working poor, only 3% of Czechs. 
· Concerning material deprivation in the EU, it represents on average 17% in the EU but 45% in Latvia (3% in Luxemburg, 6% in Sweden, the Netherlands…)
· Significant damps problems in housing: 18% EU average
· The lack of indoor flushing toilet for sole use of household: EU average: 4%

Concerning wealth and inequality in the EU and the impact of inequalities? Inequalities continue to rise in the EU in recent years however the role jump in creating unequal societies happened in the 1980’s and early 1990s and has remained pretty constant since.  Drawing on the work in the book ‘The Spirit Level’ Fintan highlighted the impact of living in unequal rich societies as follows:

· Health and social problems are worse in more unequal countries. 

· More equal societies are more innovative. 
· The levels of trust are higher in more equal rich countries. 
· More equal societies work better for everyone. 
It follows from this that politics should be about the quality of society and how we can develop harmonious and sustainable societies? It is against this criteria that we should judge the EU 2020 strategy. 
Nicole Tonneau: Presentation of EAPN key proposals and views from people experiencing poverty. 

Nicole Tonneau has been involved in the European meetings of people experiencing poverty. She went back to the hard stories she heard. She highlighted a few contradictions of the EU such as imposing the liberalization of public services such as energy and gas, the liberalization of such public services was censed to bring benefits to consumers but in her experience prices increased a lot. 
She stressed the importance of meetings of people experiencing poverty to develop and maintain the dialogue with EU representatives even though EU leaders hardly respond to their demands. In 2000, the Member States committed themselves through the Lisbon Strategy to eradicate by 2010 poverty in the EU. But it failed. This strategy didn’t meet the needs of people living in poverty who face major problems to meet basic needs such as accommodations due to the rise of real estate prices. 
Nicole called on the Members of the European Parliament to represent all the citizens so as to influence both the Commission and the Ministers and called for concrete answers to address the needs of people living in poverty. 
Ludo Horemans, President of EAPN: delivered key messages to EU representatives

From 2000 to 2010 there was no decrease of poverty and social exclusion primarily due to the way the economic system is organized. The current economic model should be re-balanced because “business as usual” has shown its limits. There is a clear failure of the Lisbon Strategy to eradicate poverty. 
Poverty is a denial of human rights. The EU must promote access to rights and dignity, contribute to break stereotypes in relation to ‘poor’ people, and to fight against discrimination. The Economy should be at the service of people not the other way round. 

We need a real debate and action on the distribution of wealth and how to tackle inequalities. It’s important to hear the voice of people living in poverty in these debates and to mobilize all parties concerned. Universal access to services should be put at the middle of EU policies. There is also a need for targeted measures to ensure that groups in extreme situations of poverty or groups who experience discrimination can access these universal services.  We need to have a look outside the EU as well and look at the EU responsibilities in a globalised world. 
2010 provides a special opportunity to raise awareness and to develop a strong political legacy.  2010 was not chosen by chance for being the European Year combating poverty and social exclusion. It is an important moment of a new overall EU strategy which should put the social dimension at the centre. Economic policy should be used as a tool for a social and sustainable model of society. 
In the EU 2020 strategy, public services must be defended and adequate minimum income schemes should be put into place in all the EU Member States. A social and sustainable strategy implies progress on poverty and a diminution of inequalities. A more balanced model must be reinvented with a strengthened social OMC and new tools (more concrete targets and indicators to eradicate poverty). 

As far as the Commission’s proposals for 2020 are concerned, the social dimension is way to weak. It is a step backward from the Barroso’s political guidelines. So that is the reason why EAPN urges the European Commission to delay the consultation process to give time to the new Commission and the European Parliament to be fully involved.  There should also be round tables on the EU 2020 strategy at National level involving all the stakeholders and the civil society. 
The immediate answer to the economic crisis must be separated from the design of the new economic and social architecture of the EU towards 2020 which should propose a social pact delivering social rights, implementing the European Commission recommendations on active inclusion, challenging discrimination, and promoting diversity and social justice. 

The place of the fight against poverty and social exclusion in the Commission’s proposals for an EU 2020 vision and Strategy: Antonia Carparelli, Head of Unit, DG Employment, Social Affairs and Equal Opportunities, European Commission
Antonia started by explaining why the consultation process has been delayed which is connected to the delay in ratifying the Lisbon Treaty and the subsequent delay in the designation of the new Commissioners. 
She pointed out that the content is quite consistent with Barroso’s guidelines with a new focus on the social dimension, the reference to the most vulnerable. A new tone and language is used. Employment is at the cornerstone of the EU Strategy especially in this period of economic crisis with a high unemployment rate. This context imposes to put a greater emphasize to a sustainable economic and social model. 
In the introductory part, long-term social challenges are presented. 

“Empowering people in an inclusive society”. There is also a paragraph on poverty and social exclusion which took on board work already done.  An important achievement is that the European Commission took the views of the Report on “Growth, employment and social progress”.  The quote on “Preventing early school leaving” shows that the focus in no longer on business as usual and competitiveness but also on social inclusion. 

There is also identified crucial work on social protection systems that needs to be done. They have proven their valuable contribution to stabilize the social effects of the crisis. So, the EU should invest more in them and to fill the big gaps which exist from an EU country to another one. There is also a need to better link the social inclusion and the education agendas. 
Concerning governance, the Lisbon Agenda was mainly a matter of the economic and competitiveness Council.  In the EC Consultation paper, there is a clear call for a holistic strategy which would embrace also the social affairs Council because all strands must be channeled.  Tackling the problem the governance requires sufficient links to convince Member States to better cooperate. 
It is fortunate that the revised European Strategy coincides with the European Year 2010 against poverty and social exclusion. The European Parliament can make a big contribution to making this year a success. 
Chair: Eric Marlier. How to ensure the fight against poverty and social exclusion is a highly visible part of the EU 2020 Strategy? Views form the Political Groups:
European Peoples Party: Veronica Lope Fontagne, MEP Spain

She stressed the social impact of the economic crisis in Spain where a third of the population of working age are now unemployed.  She pointed out the importance of having a job as a prerequisite to get out from poverty. She made a clear link between social inclusion and the access to education and training via the long-life learning process. Education is seen as a central factor to fight against poverty especially with ethnic minorities.  Many integration challenges with migrants exist. Social security must be modernized. New policies must be put into place to contribute to social inclusion and to guarantee the effectiveness of the labour market.  Social NGOs have to be actively engaged. Horizontal policies should be carried out (employment, decent jobs…)
Tackling poverty should be at the heart of EU policies

The progressive alliance of Socialists and Democrats: Evelyn Regner, MEP Austria

A real social action program should be elaborated to respect social rights. An inclusive and holistic approach of 2020 and a new social Agenda are needed to eradicate poverty. The socialist vision of 2020 is developed in a working document:
This vision is underpinned by the key proposals:
1) A new deal for sustainability: the Post Lisbon Strategy must deal with all the problems of the future which implies a sustainable growth  and social Pact. 

2) Full employment/ Decent work/ Equal Treatment for men and women: there is a need to put life in the article 2 of the Lisbon Treaty. 

3) Fight against poverty: the economic crisis made emerge even higher levels of social insecurity. The EU should respond by setting up ambitious quantitative objectives to reduce poverty. 
4) The fight against no home requires a coordinated strategy which conciliates both social and territorial cohesion. 
5) New financial means must be put into place

The Greens: Karima Delli, MEP France
The Greens call for the postponement of the consultation to let more time to work together on the EU 2020 strategy. It is necessary to open a wide consultation to social NGOs and to facilitate MEPs to have a debate.  We should develop policies with people experiencing poverty and not for them. 

The economic system need to convey clear messages that we want more solidarity, to defend public services and closer links with social NGOs and work in cooperation with companies. 

The EU should define a maximum income at the EU level.  There is a burning issue concerning housing. The fight against speculation in real estate must be tackled. The first victims of energy poverty are people experiencing poverty. Energy efficiency must be promoted. 

The European United Left: Kyriacos Triantaphyllides

He pointed out that all the rhetoric present in the Consultation paper of the European Commission on the Post Lisbon sounds like a fairy tale. But, the Strategy 2020 doesn’t reflect the reality and the needs of people experiencing poverty. According to M. Triantaphyllides, it still reflects the idea of accomplishment of the single internal market. So, this Strategy proposed by the European Commission seems to go in the wrong direction for combating poverty. Priorities should be reoriented towards social cohesion and the focus only on competitiveness should be stopped. The main solution would be to implement the millennium development goals of the United Nations. 

Debate

The following issues were raised in the debate:
· The fight against poverty should be at the heart of the EU Policies because poverty is a denial of human rights. Governance should be re-thought so as to ensure the participation of the poorest to the decision-making process which supposes to re-think first the way policies are implemented. 
· The question of inequalities is missing in the Strategy. If we want a lasting impact, this question should be addressed.  A fairer distribution of wealth must be at the top of the EU Agenda. 
· The objectives listed in the Consultation paper are open to many interpretations; these political messages will need to be more strongly translated into facts. 
· What realistic approach of social sustainable market? The 2020 Strategy doesn’t address the root causes of poverty. 
In response the following was raised:
European United Left: There is an important element which is missing: this proposed EU 2002 strategy forgets human beings and it’s mainly dedicated on concluding the internal market. The alternative proposals will be to give effectiveness of the Lisbon treaty to really put at the center human beings, employment, safeguard of human rights, protection of migrants. 
European Peoples Party: President Barroso’s speech to the European Parliament presenting his guidelines was promising and that he has to follow this program. To fight against poverty, Member States should work more closely with NGOs. We need to build more European awareness of what are the inequalities in Europe, that will allow to work better together.  There is an importance to have a democratic debate on the Post 2010 strategy. 
Greens: They asked for the postponement of consultation’s deadline. The world has changed. Then a new model of society should be reinvented. Human being must be at the heart of policies and the way to redistribute wealth.  Greens are against the return directive which is an example of an approach which denies Migrants there human respect. To solve the problem of wealth gaps, Mrs Delli is in favor of opening the debate of the financial compensation. This question will be raised during discussion of the Report on policies on financial services. 
Socialists and Democrats: The recognition that more equal societies are more social is important. Direct transfers are the best prevention not to have situations of poverty.  The financial market must be regulated to prevent poverty and social exclusion and the States must defend a vibrant public sector, Better coordination of public policies is clearly needed. 
In a further round of questions the following points were raised: 

· The risk of loosing political attention to the Social OMC is great if the Post 2010 is reduced to a skills and education Agenda.  Each MEP should respond individually by the mid January to the EC Consultation. The call for the postponement of the consultation process is justified to let time to the European Parliament to make a considered input to the EU 2020 strategy and also to create ownership at the national level. 
· The question was raised about the role and potential of public and private sector partnerships and the role of private enterprises in the fight against poverty in partnership with the public sector and the civil society?
In response to these questions and the question of the priorities for the future of the EU the following points were raised: 

Antonia Carparelli from the Commission stated that not all EU policies can be covered in this one Consultation document. That is inevitably a document which highlights key concerns and it presents some hooks to strengthen social policy. She is confident that the consultation process will transform the hooks in policy initiatives.  She also stressed that it is up to everyone to explore the potentialities opened by these proposals to fight for social progress. 

Socialists and democrats: Outlined the importance of public services 
· creating more responsibility: strengthening public services. There is a huge pressure on public services due to the situation of public budgets. Cuts are threatening services like health and social insurance. 

· Financial means: for instance the global adjustment fund must be used in a socially-friendly way. 

The public private partnership scheme can be a good means if it is led in close contact with civil society. Nevertheless, there is a pressure to let more and more responsibility on the private sector and to use CSR as a way of replacing the existing state responsibilities and this is a worrying development. 
The European United Left: The priorities for 2010 should be as following:
· transferring money from defense and other costly policies to policies on social inclusion 
· commitment of member States to follow the United Nations Millennium Development goals to reduce by half by 2050 the number to people suffering from hunger. 

European Peoples Party: The priorities in relation to the 2020 Year are the following
· organize awareness raising campaigns
· carry out concrete projects
· take actions on these projects

Greens: Identified the following priorities:
· Give the floor to people who don’t have their voice heard and to NGOs working on the ground
· The European Parliament should play a big role in the 2020 Year

· Housing is a first need
· Structural Funds must be re-focused to benefit to all the people. 

